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. 
Dr. Pococke returns from the Cataract down ts 
Grand Cairo. An Account of the riſe of the 
Nile; of the Fiſh in that River, and a De- 
ſcription of the Crocodile. 


T7 E left 4jouan on the 27th of January, 
but a cold and contrary wind obliged 
us to lie by about a league below the town, 
There 1s ſuch a ſcarcity of fuel in theſe parts, 
that the natives are obliged to burn either the 
reeds of Indian wheat, or cow dung dried; the 
latter 1s the fuel generally uſed by the poor 


whom I had a letter to deliver, came to me 
the laſt day, and took me to ſee ſome things I 
had not yet obſerved. On our return, he con- 
ducted me to the boat, and having earneſtly 
J entreated 
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throughout Egypt. On the 8th of February we 
arrived at Kept, where I ſtaid two days to view, ß 
the antiquities. One of the Mahometans, to 
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2 Dr. Pococxs's TRAVELS 


entreated me. not to depart till I had heard far- 
ther from him, ſome time after very kindly. ſent 
me a preſent of a kid, and two baſkets of bread. 
On the 11th we arrived at the port of Bad- 
joura, and went to the convent of Furſpout, af- 
ter which I waited on the great Sheik, whom 
I found fitting with a Mahometan Prieſt, and 
eating beans boiled in the 'ſhells. I delivered 
him my letter from the Sheik of Zfou, and he 
aſked me, ſmiling, whether the people attempt- 
ed to detain us, and if they tore my book; 
adding ** they thought you were in ſearch of 
% treaſures.” | 
On the 12th we arrived at Girge, and went 
to the. convent. The Bey was encamped to 
the ſouth of the city ; but when I went to the 
camp, he was at his harem, in town with his 
ladies; but he ſoon came on horſeback, attend- 
ed by about eight ſlaves, and on his arrival, 
the muſic played in the camp, for about a quar- 
ter of an hour. I went to his magnificent tent, 
and found him fitting on a ſopba in the cor- 
ner, on the right hand as one enters. He was 
a perſon of a fine countenance with a graceful 
fmile ; but when he pleaſed he could aſſume a 
ſtern and majeſtic look, and I thought his man- 
ner, more nearly reſembled. that of our great 
men in Eurvpe, than any I had ſeen in 9 
of the world. I delivered him a letter from 
O/nan Bey, and my ſervant placed my preſent 
before him, conſiſting of a dozen boxes of 
French prunellas, and a fine covered glaſs vaſe 
for ſherbet. He gave me a very civil reception, 
- defired me to fir, and ordered coffee. On my 
| , requeſting 
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requeſting the favour of ſome letters to the go- 
vernors under him, he enquired where we had 


been, and ſmiling aſked, if I had found any 


treaſures. I then went to the Secretary's tent, 
where the letters being written, I returned 


with them to the Bey, and he put his ſeal to 


them. | 

We then proceeded to EI. Berbi, where, as 
I have already ſaid, was a temple, and this 
place I ſuppole to have been the ancient Aby- 
dus. On my returning to the boat, in order 
to depart, I was informed they had taken away 
the oars, demanding a duty of about fifteen 
ſhillings : but on my ſending to the Governor, 
I found they had aſked for three times as much 
as their due. On the 14th we arrived at A- 
mim, where I went to the convent, and after- 
wards waited on the Prince, who gave me ſome 


letters I wanted on the way to Cairo; and on 


the 17th landed at Raigny, where the religious 
Sheik of the famous ſerpent Heredy was at the 
fide of the river to receive us. I carried the 
Prince of Akmir's letter to the Sheik of the vil- 
lage, who entertained us with a grand colla- 
tion, and went with us to the grotto of the ſer- 
pent. We aſcended between the rocky moun- 
tains for about half a mile, and coming to a 


2 where the valley opens wider, ſaw a 


uilding like a Sheik's burial place, in which 


is a large cleft in the rock, out of which the 


ſerpent is ſaid to come *. 


. * See 4 particular account of this ſerpent in 
| B 2 : On 
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4 Dr. Pococxz's TRAVELS 
On the 2oth we came to Meloui, where k 
waited on the Sardar with a preſent of Enghfo 
cutlery ware, and ſome other things. He gave 
mea very obliging — — and ſaid he would 
either go with me himſelf to ſee the temple of 


* Archemounain, to have half the treaſures I found, 


or he would ſend his Secretary. The next 
day I went to the town, when the cavalcade 
of the Sardar going towards Archemounain, with 
the Caia, attended by a great number of people, 
with kettle- drums and other muſic, I followed, 
riding on a very indifferent aſs. Having viewed 
the temple in company with the Secretary, 
returned to the Caia, whoſe carpet and cuſhions 
were laid on an eminence, on wich he ſat, 
with the ſtandard by him, that is carried. be- 
fore him when he goes out in this manner. I 
ſat down by his fide, and coffee was brought. 
After this refreſhment, I returned to the boat. 
On the 24th we proceeded forwards, and the 
next day approached two villages, Sheik Fad- 


dle on the eaſt, and Benimſar on the weſt. Theſe 


villages had a diſpute about an iſland fituated 
between them, and applying to a great Bey, 
to decide the difference, he not being willing 
to diſoblige either of them, bid them fight it 
out. This happening to be the day of bat- 
tle, we heard the firing of guns, and after that 
a noiſe and ſhouting, as if for a victory. Soon 
we perceived people throwing themſelves into 
the water from many parts of the iſland, and 
ſwimming to the eaſt, while others followed, 
firing at them or pelting them with ſtones. We 


Plainly ſaw that we were now in the midſt of 


2 battle, 
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a battle, and that it was too late to retire; we 


therefore prepared our arms to defend ourſelves, 
in caſe we ſhould be attacked, Obſerving that 
the chief fire was from the eaſtern fide, the 


battle being on the weſt, where they were en» 
gaged, we were determined to go on the caft, 


under the cover of their fire. Great numbers 
we obſerved ſwimming over to the eaſt with 
their clothes and pikes in their hands ; and one 
of them laying hold on our boat, to reſt him- 
ſelf, we were afraid the people on the weſt fide 
would fire on us, for protecting their enemies; 
for the weſtern people had gained the victory, 


and moſt of them having retired from the'iſland, - 


diſplayed their ſtandard on the other fide. The 
women on the eaſt now came to the bank of 
the river to look for their huſbands, clapping 
their hands, and beating their breaſts. ' Mean 
while the village of Sheik Faddle on the eaſt, 
manned a boat, put it out into the river, and 
firing at the other fide, the fire was returned. 
'We were in great danger in paſling by this 


boat. But we were no ſooner below the vil- 
lage, than we judged we were ſafe, however, 


oing out to ſee what paſſed, I perceived a 
Pall, which was doubtleſs fired at us, fall into 
the water, only three or four yards from the 


boat. Thus I ſaw this engagement, which per- 


haps was not much inferior to, ſome of the 
little battles of the Greeks, deſcribed by Tha- 
cidydes with ſuch pomp and elegance. | 
On the 26th I went aſhore at Bene/azef,, and 
afterwards paſſed by Bouche, which I ſuppoſe 
to be Ptolemais, To this place people uſually 
725 B 3 come 
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come in order to go to the monaſteries of St. 
Anthony and St. Paul, in the deſarts near the Red 
Sea; the former being the founder of the mo- 
naſtic, and the latter of the hermits life, They 
were cotemporaries, and ſome ſay lived in the 
time of the Emperor Philip, and others in that 
of Decius. The convent of St. Anthony is a 
large encloſure, the entrance of which is by a 
window, as at mount Sinai; there are a great 
number of palm, olive and other trees within 
the encloſure, and the Monks have every thing 
within themſelves, and particularly a tower for 
a ſtorehouſe defended by a bridge, as a ſecurity 
in caſe the Arabs ſhould break in upon them. 
The convent has alſo three ſprings of water 
that run into it, but the water is a little ſaltiſn. 
In the convent of St. Paul there are 25 Monks 
In all, who are not permitted either to ſmoke 
'or eat meat in that building ; but the Monks do 
not think they break their rule, if they do it 
without the convent, which is what they com- 
monly practiſe. Their uſual diet is olives, 
cheeſe brought from Faiume, and ſalt fiſh, with 
which they are ſupplied from the Red Sca; but 
they are ſaid to eat only once a day, except on 
Saturdays and Sundays. It is probable that in theſe 
convents are the only bells uſed in all Egypt. 
On my leaving Bouche, we ſtill proceeded 
down the river, and on the 27th of February 
reached Ola Cairo, having ſpent exactly three 
months in going above the cataract, and down 
again. +a 1 ; 
The river Nile on which I ſpent ſo much time, 
in fearch of other curioſities, may rr 
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ſidered as one of the greateſt curioſities in 
Eg ypt. The north winds beginning to blow 


about the latter end of May, drive the clouds 


formed by the vapours of the Mediterranean 
ſouthward as far as the mountains of Ethicpia, 
which ſtopping their courſe, they condenſe, 
and fall in violent rains. The ſame wind alſo 
drives in the water from the ſea, and keeps 
back that in the river in ſuch a manner as to 
raiſe the waters above, The Egyptian, and 
eſpecially the Coptis, are fond of an opinion 
that the Mile begins to riſe every year on the 
ſame day, and indeed it generally begins on 
the 18th or 19th of June. By accounts of its 
riſe for three years, l find it roſe the fix firſt 
days from. two to five inches every day ; for 
the twelve next days, from five to ten inches, 
and thus continues riſing till towards the time 
it arrives at the height, of ſixteen pikes, or 
cubits, when the canal of Cairo is cut: after 
this it continues riſing ſix weeks longer; but 
then the riſe is only from three to five inches 
a day; for ſpreading over the land, and en- 
tering the canals, though more water may de- 
ſcend than before, yet its riſe is not ſo great; 


for after that canal is opened, the others are 
alſo opened at fixed times, and thoſe that wa- 
ter the lower grounds, the laſt. Theſe canals 


are carried along the higheſt parts of the coun- 


try, that the water may from them be con- 


veyed to all the lower parts. It is remarka- 


ble that all other rivers, being ſupplied from 
rivulets, the ground is loweſt near the banks: 
but as no water falls into the Nile in its paſſage 


through 
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through this country; and as it is neceſſary 
that this river ſhould overflow the land, it ap- 
pears that the country of Egypt is lower at a 
diſtance from the Nile, than it is near it; and 
in moſt parts it appears to have a gradual de- 
ſcent from the Mile to the foot of the hills, that 
may be ſaid to begin at thoſe ſandy parts, a 
mile or two diftant from them, which being 
gentle aſcents, they are never overflowed. _ 

The plentiful riſing of the Nile is the bleſſing 


of Egypt. When it begins to riſe, the plague 
begins to ſtop; and the benefit of the inunda- 


tion is in proportion to the height to M the 
water riſes. Eighteen pikes or cubits is eſ- 
teemed but an indifferent Mie, twenty is mid- 
dling, and twenty-two is a good Nile, beyond 
which it ſeldom riſes. 

[ The authors who have given deſcriptions 
of Egypt, contented with ſaying that the fer- 
tility of the country is ſolely derived from the 
annual inundation of the Mie, have by their 
ſilence given occaſion to think, that Egyyt is a 
paradiſe on earth, where they have no need of 
plowing the ground, or ſowing it, all being 
produced, as it were, ſpontaneouſly after the 
draining of the waters: but they are greatly 
miſtaken ; and I dare aſſert from what I have 
ſeen, that there is ſcarce a country where the 
land has greater need of culture than in Fg ype. ] 

Where the land lies higher than the inunda- 
tion riſes, the people are forced by neceſſity to 
have various methods of raiſing the water. At 


; Roſerta and Damiata, where the Nile is nat 
much below the ſurſace of the earth, this is done 


by 
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by making a hole, and fixing in it a wheel 
made with boxes round its circumference, 
which receive - the 'water, and, as the wheel 
goes round, the boxes empty at the top into a 
trough made for that purpoſe. Where the wa- 
ter is too deep to be raiſed in this manner, they 
put a cord round the wheel, which reaches 
down to the water; to it they tie earthen jars, 
which fill with water, as it goes round, and 
empty themſelves at the top in the ſame man- 
ner, being turned by oxen. Where the banks 
are high, the moſt common way is to make a 
baſon in the ſide of them, and fixing a pole in 
the ground forked at the top, they place ano- 
ther pole by an axle to the top of it; to one 
end of this laſt pole they tie a heavy ſtone, 
and at the other end, a cord and a leathern 
bucket. Two men draw down the bucket into 
the water, and the weight brings it up, the 
men directing it, and turning the water into 
the baſon; * this baſon it frequently runs 
into another, whence it 1s raiſed with the ſame 
labour; thus in the upper part. of Egypt, I 
have ſeen five, one higher than the other. 

There are no ſhell-fiſh in the Mile, except 
a kind of muſcle in the canal near Faiume, nor 
perhaps any ſort of fiſh that are in the rivers 
of Europe, except eels and mullets, which laſt, 
with ſome others, at certain ſeaſons come from 
the ſea. Of thoſe that are moſt eſteemed, are 
the ray, which reſembles a carp, but it is ſaid, is 
ſometimes 200 pounds weight; the moſt delicate 
fiſh' is the keſher, which is only caught towards 
Upper Eg ypt ; it has a long narrow ſnout, _ 
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ſo ſmall a mouth, that one would imagine. it 
can only live by ſucking the juice out of the 
weeds, or the ground. In Upper Egypt 1s a 
ſmall fiſh called gurgur, about a foot long ; 
its head is armed wich a ſtrong bone; the fo 
on the back, and thoſe on each fide under the 
gills are likewiſe armed with bone; the inha- 

itants believe that this fiſh kills the crocodile, 
It is probably what Pliny erroneouſly calls the 
dolphin, which, he ſays, has a ſharp point.on 
the back, with which getting under the croco- 
dile's belly, it wounds him: The hippopo- 


tamus, is ſaid to have been ſeen about Damiata ; 


but it ſeems to be a native of Ethiopia in the 
upper parts of the Mie, and ſeldom comes 
down into Egypt. | 

It is generally obſerved, that the crocodile 
has no tongue ; but he has a fleſhy ſubſtance 
reſembling one, fixed all along to the lower 
Jaw, which may ſerve to turn his meat. He has 
two long teeth at the end of bis Jower jaw, 
anſwering to which are two holes above to re- 
ceive them. The upper jaw is only moveable. 


Theſe animals are very quick fighted-; for on 


my making a circuit to come behind them, I 
always obſerved they began to move gently into 
the water, as ſoon as I came in ſight of them. 
There being a kind of channel in the head be- 
hind each eye, by which the view of objects 
are conveyed to them from behind. They 
make a hole about two feet deep in the ſand, 
above the water, in which they lay their eggs 
and cover them over, often going to the place, 
and taking care of their young, which, when 
| | 3 hatched, 
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hatched, immediately run into the water. Th 

lay about fifty eggs, nearly of the ſize of thoſe of 
a gooſe, which are twenty five or thirty days in 
hatching. The people ſearch for the eggs with 
an iron pike, in order to deſtroy them: but I 
could get no account in. Upper Egypt of the 
ichneumon's deſtroying them, or of his enter- 
ing by the mouth of the crocodile into his 
bowels, and killing him. When the crocodile 
is on land he 1s always ſeen on the low banks 
of ſandy iſlands near the water, with his head 


towards it, and if he is diſturbed, he walks 


ſlowly in, and diſappears by degrees. The 
people ſay they cannot take a man ſwimmin 

in the water ; but if a man or beaſt ſtands by 
the river, they at once jump out of the water, 
and ſeize him with their fore paws : but if the 
diſtance be too great, they make a ſpring, and 


beat down their pray with their tails. The 


moſt common way of killing them 1s, I believe, 
by ſhooting them in their Þellies, where their 
Kin is ſoft, and not like their backs, armed 
with ſcales. The natives ſay, that they make 
ſome animal cry at a diſtance, and when a 
crocodile comes out, they thruſt a ſpear to 
which a rope is tied, into his body ; then let- 
ting him retire into the water to ſpend him- 
ſelf, they afterwards drag him out, run a pole 
into his mouth, and leaping upon his back, 
tie his jaws together. 
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CHAP. X. 


Of the Climate, Vegetables, Beaſts, Birds and 
Reptiles of Egypt; with the Cuſtoms and Man- 
ners of the 1 nhabitants. | 


Der extending on both the banks of 
7, the Mile is but of a ſmall breadth, tho? it 
| is 560 miles in length, N reckon- 
ing the windings of the riyer. The climate is 
very hot in ſummer, from the ſandy ſoil, and 
its ſituation between two ranges of moun- 
tains; and even in winter the fan ſhines with 
great heat in the middle of the day, tho' the 
nights and mornings are very cold. The ſharp- 
eſt time is about the beginning of February. 
Near the ſea are ſometimes great rains from 
November to March; but about Cairo, they have 
ſeldom any rain but in December, January and 
February, and thoſe but ſmall ſhowers for a 
quarter or half an hour. In Upper Egypt they 
have ſometimes a little rain ; but I was inform- 
ed that it had been known to rain but twice 
very hard for about half an hour in eight years ; 
though it rained much towards Akmim when I 
was in thoſe parts. The weſt and the north- 
welt winds are thoſe that bring the rain. 'The 
ſouth-eaſt wind is ſometimes ſo exceſſively hot 
as to reſemble the air of an oven ; and people 


are forced to retire from it into their vaults, 
where 
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here the beſt defence againſt it, is to ſhut them- 
elves cloſe up. This wind generally begins 
bout the middle of March, and continues till 
May. The north, anciently called the Ergfan 
ind, begins to blow in May, refreſhes the 
ir, and renders the heats of ſummer ſupporta- 
le, bringing with it health and happineſs. 
Egypt naturally produces few vegetables, the 
heat and inundations deſtroying molt of the ten- 
der plants; but where the Nie has overflowed, 
and the land is plowed and ſown, it yields a 
great increaſe. Egypt, which was formerly the 
granary of the Roman Empire, ſtill produces 
conſiderable quantities of corn, as wheat, rice, 
barley, beans, and other kinds of pulſe ; with 
which the neighbouring countries are ſup- 
plied ; beſides 7 ar-canes, of which ſome ſu- 
gar is made; and likewiſe figs, dates, melons, 
W cucumbers, and other vegetables, which the 
people eat much in the hot weather, as a cool- 
ing food. Upper Egypt ſupplies moſt part of 
W Europe with ſenna, and in the ſandy grounds 
coloquintida grows wild. But as Egypt has 
no graſs, they ſupply its place by ſowing the 
1 ln with clover, without plowing. 
| Eg ypt ſeems to have few or no trees that 
have not been tranſplanted from other coun- 
tries. Thoſe in the gardens are douhtleſs ex- 
< [otics, as the caſſia, oranges, lemons, apricots, 
| .pomegranates, a delicate fruit called the moſeh, 
| and the cous or cream-tree ; the cotton-tree al- 
=_ |o flouriſhes here. The following trees are 
ſmoſt common in Egyet: The ſount, which bears 
a key or pod, uſed inſtead of bark, in tanning 
Vol. XIII. C 
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of leather; the tamariſk ; Pharao}'s fig, which 
is the ſycamore of the ancients ; the palm or 
date-tree, and another ſpecies of the palm, 
called the dome-tree. RE 
There are no great variety of four-footed 
beaſts· in Egypt. The cows are very large and 
red, with ſhort horns; the natives make uſe 
of their oxen to turn the wheels with which they 
draw water, and to plow the land. They have 


alſo large buffaloes, which are ſo impatient of 
heat, that they will ſtand in the water, with ; 
only their noſes ont to breathe; and when they 

have not this convenience, will lie all day, like I © 
ſwine, wallowing in mud and water. As to i 
the beaſts of burthen, it has been often obſer- * 
ved how ſurprizingly the camel is fitted for 
travelling in hot countries, where they will go 
eight days without water, Of this I have been a * 
witneſs. They can live on ſuch little ſhrubs as 2 
theſe defarts produce, without graſs, /.and are f 
ſatisfied with very little corn, which travellers I ”: 
commonly carry ground into meal, and temper- $ 


ing it with water, cram them with large balls. 
They travel about two miles, or two miles and q 

a half in an hour, and I have rode on them ſix- ill © 
teen hours without ſtopping. A ſmaller ſort, G 
called hayjin, pace and gallop very ſwiftly, and 
it is faid they will carry a perſon a hundred 
miles in a day. The fleſhy foot of the camel 
is admirably fitted for travelling on the hot 
fands, which would deſtroy the hoof. The Arabs 
o not kill the camel for food; but the Turks 
eat the fleſh of the young ones as a moſt doli- 
| Cate 
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cate diſh ; but will not permit it to be eaten 
by Chriſtians, probably that the breed may not 
be deſtroyed. SA 

The horſes, eſpecially thoſe of Upper Eg ypt, 
are very fine, but their necks are too ſhort. 
They walk well, never trot, and gallop with 
great ſpeed, turn ſhort, ſtop in a moment, and 
are extremely tractable: but are only fit to 
walk in travelling, and cannot perform long 
journies. In the * of ſummer, when there 
is no graſs, they are fed with chopped ſtraw. 
When they go in proceſſion, their trappings are 
exceeding fine, and ornamented with ſilver, or 
filver gilt. In Caire, all but the great ride on 
aſſes; theſe are a fine large breed, and there 
are ſaid to be 40,000 of them in that city. 

Antelopes are common about Alexandria, and 
in other places ;. they have longer horns, and 
are more beautiful than in other countries. The 
foxes and hares are of a light colour ; but the 
latter are not very common : the tyger, and the 
dubber, or hyæna, are very rare; however, there 
are ſome near Alexandria. | 

Among the winged tribe the oftrich, deſerves 
the —_ It is called in Arabic Ter 
Gimel, or the camel bird; becauſe in its head, 
neck, and walk, it reſembles a camel. This bird 
is common on the mountains ſouth-weſt of Alex- 
endria : its fat is fold by the Arabs, and uſed 
as an ointment for all cold tumours, the palſy 
and the rheumatiſm. There is here a kind of 
large domeſtic hawk of a brown colour, with a 
A ſine eye: theſe frequent the tops of houſes, 

one may ſee the pigeons and theſe hawks 

2 ſtanding 
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ſtanding cloſe together; but tho? they are not 
birds of prey, they eat fleſh where they ſind it: 
the natives never kill them, and as well as their 
anceſtors, ſeem to have a veneration both for 
theſe birds and for cats. They have a large 
white bird with black wings ſhaped like a ra- 
ven, but very ugly, and not at all ſhy : they 
ive much in the ſame manner as the hawk, and 


are called Pharaoh's hens. The beautiful white 
bird called by the Europeans the field hen, re- 


ſembles a ſtork; but is not half ſo big, and is 
ſeen about the fields like tame fowl. oh 


The Ter Chaous, or the Meſſenger Bird, 


would be eſteemed very beautiful, were it lefs 


common; it is near as big as a dovg, it is 


ſpeckled, and has on the top of its head a tuft 
of feathers, which it ſpreads when it alights 
on the ground ; but it is a very foul feeder. 
On the iſlands in the Mie I ſaw great numbers 
of the ibis, which is held in great veneration 
by the ancient Zg yprians, becauſe theſe birds, 
It 15 ſaid,'delivered the country from multitudes 
of ſerpents, that bred in the ground after the 
Mile retired. They reſemble the crane, are of 
preyiſh colour with the wings and tail black. 

here is alſo a very beautiful bird of the crane 
kind called the belſery. In Eg Us are likewiſe 
a great number of wild-geeſe, of ſeveral kinds, 
wild-ducks, quails, woodcocks, ſnipes, and 


pigeons ; and among the birds of prey they 


have eagles and vultures. ' 

Among the reptiles of Egypt the vipers, 
which are much eſteemed in phyfic, are yellow- 
iſh, of the colour of the ſand in which _ 
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hve, and are of two ſpecies; one with a kind 
of horns ſomewhat reſembling thoſe of ſnails, 
but of a horny ſubſtance. Here are ſeveral ſorts 
of. yellow lizards. The worral is faid to be 
affected by muſic ; but having procured one 
alive, I have reaſon to believe that this is not 
true: this animal which is of the lizard kind, 
is four feet long, eight inches broad, and has a 
forked tongue, which 1t puts out like a ſerpent; 
but it has no teeth. It lives on flies and lizards, 
and is a harmleſs animal. It frequents the grot- 
tos and caverns in the mountains on the weſt of 
the Nile, where it ſleeps in the winter, and is 
only found during the hotteſt feafons. 

The natives of Egypt are nowa "oy indolent 
people who delight in fitting ſtill and in hear- 
ing tales; indeed they appear to have been al- 
ways more fit for a quiet, than an active life; 
this may be in a great meaſure owing to the heat 
of the country, by which they are enervated. 
They are alſo miſchievous and envious, which 
keeps them from uniting and ſetting up for 
themſelves. The Mahometan inhabitants are 
either original natives, who live in the villages, 
or of the Arab race. The latter are divided into 
thoſe who are alſo ſettled in the villages, and 
are generally an honeſt people, and thoſe who 
live under tents ; theſe laſt are called Bedbui, and 
chiefly ſubſiſt on the cattle they graze, which 
are principally camels and goats, that feed on 
ſmall ſhrubs. The Turks, who are thus named 
to diſtinguiſh them from the natives of the coun- 
try, and the Arabs, are thoſe ſent by the Grand 
Signior, and the ſlaves. The governing party is 
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taken from among them and their deſoendants. 
Theſe are the moſt covetous of money, and moſt 
deſirous of power: they diſtinguiſh themſelves 
2 the others by what is ſtrictly the Turiiſb 
8. | 
Many of the children in the country go na- 
ked, all the year round, as almoſt all of them do 
in ſummer. The moſt ſimple dreſs in Eg gt pro- 
bably reſembles the primitive manner ot cloath- 
ing, and has ſomething like that of the ancient 
Egyptians, who were dad in linen with a wool- 
len garment over it. They wear a long ſhirt 
with wide fleeves, commonly tied about the 
middle. Over this the common people have 
a brown woollen ſhirt, and thoſe of ſuperiorrank, 
a long cloth coat, and then a long blue ſhirt : but 
in the dreſs of ceremony they wear inſtead of 
a blue, a white ſhirt, which in Upper Zg yd 
they put on upon feſtival days, and to pay 
great viſits ; in the lower parts they uſe a gar- 
nt of the ſame form of black woollen, which 
is ſometimes left open before, and perſons of 
rank have them of cloth and furred. Moſt of 
them wear under all a pair of linen drawers; 
but do not put the ſhirt into them. | 
It is almoſt a general cuſtom of the native 
Arabs and Mahometans to wear a white or brown 
blanket, and in ſummer a blue and white cot- 
ton ſheet : this the Chriſtians alſo conſtantly 
uſe in the country, wrapping it round their bo- 
dies, over the left ſhoulder, and under the right 
arm, which is left free. I particularly obſerved 
that about Faiuine, young people, and the poorer 
ſort wore no other covering, | 
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The moſt ſimple Turki/e dreſs is linen drawers, 
over which the better ſort wear a pair of others 
| of red cloth down to the ankles, to which are 
| ſewed ſtockings of yellow leather, that come 
no higher than the ſmall of the leg, and on 
their = they have yellow ilippers : the Chri/- 
tian of the country, with the Janizaries, the 
Arabs and Egyptians wear flippers of red lea- 
ther, while thoſe of the exvs are blue. With- 

in doors the Turks and Chriftians in the city, 
out of frugality, wear a kind of wooden clogs, 
: I ſome of which are made very fine. In theſe 
countries people are very much diſtinguiſhed 
by the dreſs of their head and their feet ; they 
are fined if they do not follow the cuſtom; and 
none but foreign Chriſtians are allowed to wear 
yellow flippers. The other Turk; garments 
are a linen or dimity ſhirt without ſleeves; a 
ſhort veſt with ſleeves, and over that a long 


wear the long garment, and drawers of the 
fineſt white callico, A girdle or ſaſh goes round 
all but the two outer garments, and in this they 
ſtick a knife in a ſheath. The dreſs for the 
head is either the turban, which is here a cap, 
with a long piece of white muſlia wrapped round 
it, or a red woollen cap that fits cloſe to the 
head, which is worn by the ordinary people 
among the Arabs and Coptis. Green is a colour 

worn by none but the relations of Mabomet. 
The dreſs of the women is not much unlike 
that of the men, only their drawers and moſt 
of their other garments are of ſilk; all but 
their outer dreſs are ſhorter than the mens, ang 
their 
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their ſleeves hang down very low. They have g 
a white woollen ſkull cap; their heads are be- WW od 
fides dreſſed with an embroidered handkerchief, 
and their hair platted round it. They have a ge 
large black veil that comes over all, and ſome- 
thing of gauze that covers the face; for as it M 4 
is eſteemed a great indecency to-ſhew the whole IM 4, 
face, they generally cover the mouth and one co 
eye, if not the whole. The ordinary women 
wear a large blue linen or cotten garment, like 
a ſurplice ; and before their faces hang a kind 
of bib, joined to their head-dreſs, by a tape an 
over the noſe ; the ſpace between being only er 
for the eyes : this gives them a very odd ap- 55 

arance. The women among the vulgar, el- 50 
pecially the blacks, alſo wear rings in their 20 
noſes, ornamented with glaſs beads ; they have ee 
large ear-rings, three inches in diameter, that MW, 
come round the ear, and are adorned with vi\ 
ſtones, They alſo wear ſtone rings on their Mg, 
fingers; thoſe of the ordinary people are of MWg; 
lead; but the better ſort have them of gold. ful 
Their bracelets are commonly of wire; but f 
ſome are of gold finely jointed ; but there are ¶ cot 
ſome of plain iron or braſs. The vulgar wo- tai 
men paint their lips, and the tip of their chin tel 
with blue; and thoſe of ſuperior. rank paint Ha 
their nails and feet yellow, and their eye-lids Mhz 
black. | Pn = 

The Egyptians are but an ill-looking people; ¶ da 
many of them are fair when young; but the 
ſun afterwards rende?s them ſwarthy. They 
are very dirty and ſlovenly, eſpecially the Cob is; Mer 
and as table linen is ſeldom or never * 2 


i 


18 v7.1 


* 


.net © UF 


XS 1 


1 
L 


rn ee. 


thagh EGYPT. 225 
the Eg yptians the Arabs, and the Coptis, I have 


obſerved the latter, after waſhing their hands 


when they have eaten, wipe them with the great 
ſleeves of their ſhirts. Both the Turks and Eg yp- 


fians are very frugal in their manner of living ; 


the latter ſeldom eat meat, and the tables of 


the great men are of little expence to them, 
conſidering the number of their attendants, in 
which they are very extravagant ; for it is com- 
mon for them to have fifty or ſixty flaves, and 
a great number of other ſervants and depend- 
ants, the cloathing of their flaves is however a 

reat expence, as is alfo their keeping many 
Forſes, it being common for them to have from 
50 to 200. Theſe are well managed, and do 
not feem to know their own ſtrength: they 
feed them with clover when it is in feaſon, and 
at other ttmes with chopped ftraw ; but they 
give them barley all the year. They walk 
finely,” never trot, but gallop ſwiftly, turning 
ſaddenly, and ſtopping in a moment when on 
fol} fpeed. dw | | 

None but people of the middle rank reſort to 
coffee-houſes : ſome of theſe have muſic at cer- 


tain hours of the day; and in others a man 


tells fome hiſtory or a ſort of Arabian tale, with 
a very good grace. Tradeſmen often ſend to 
have their provifions brought to coffee-houſes, 
and thoſe who have nothing to do paſs whole 
days in them. "FA 
As to the religion of Fg ypt, the Copric is that 


of the native Chri/tians of the w_ The 


Greeks are very numerous at Cairo and in Dal- 


zatia ; but there are not many in Ro/etto, Alex-" 


an 
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endria, and the other parts of Eg pt, except a 


few merchants in the principal towns. There : 
are but very few Armenians at Cairo, though iN - 
they have a church in that city. WIG p 

The Criſtian religion would be ſtill at a. 
lower ebb, did not the people find it convent- Wl .; 
ent to have Copti ſtewards of their eſtates, who e 
are well acquainted with all affairs, and are 0 
very expert at keeping accounts, which they, 5 
do in a fort of Coptic characters underſtood by 
nobody elſe. Theſe are the protectors of the W } 
Chriſtians in every village, The Coptis how. b 
ever, ſeem to be the moſt irreverent and care- 1 
leſs in their devotions of all the Eaſterns. They n 
ſpend the night before Sundays and Feſtivals ir 


in their churches, and paſs their Holydays in WW. 
ſauntring about; ſitting under their walls in 
winter, and under ſhady trees in ſummer. Wrr 
They ſeem to think that all religion conſiſts in * 
repeating their long ſervices, and in ſtricily ob- * 
ſerving their numerous faſts. Both the Prieſts IM <. 
and people are extremely ignorant: the former IM ;- 
perform the ſervice: in the Coptic language by WW .. 
rote, of which they generally underſtand very IM .. 


„little; but 24 have books of their liturgy, k 


with the Arabic interpretation. The Cat) WM ;; 
are {aid to faſt ſeven months in the year. The IM -x 
children are eſpouſed at ſeven or eight years - 
of age, and conſummate at eleven or twelve, b. 
and ſome time before that they are circumciſ- g 
ed. They eaſily procure divorces on account 
of adultery, long ſickneſs, or diſagreement ; IM - 
and at the parties defire, the Patriarch, or a 

, Biſhop gives them leave to.marry again; but 
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if this Is refuſed, they go to the Cadi, who will | 
do it readily, and this is practiſed by the = 
Chriſtians all over Turky. The holy oil is con- vv 
ſecrated only once in thirty years by the Patri- 
arch, when a whole day is ſpent in performin 

the ceremony. At baptiſm they plunge th 

child three times into the water, and the Prieſt 
then gives it the ſacrament, that is the wine, 
by dipping the end of his finger in it and put- 
ting it to the child's mouth. But if the child 
happens to be fick before it is baptized, it is 
brought to the church; (for they cannot bap- 
tize out of it) the infant is laid on a cloth 
near the font, and the Prieſt dipping his hands 
m the water, rubs it all over. If the child is 
too ill to be brought to church, they then only 
anoint it, which they fay is good baptiſm. 
They give abſolution at extreme unction, and 
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buy and alſo anoint all the people preſent, that the 

oY evil ſpirit may not enter into them : but their 
confeſſions are only general. They uſe the 

* litargies of St. Bail, St. Gregory, and: St. C y- 

5; but the firſt being the ſhorteſt, is ofteneſt 

read. They adminifter the ſacrament in both 

kinds on Sundays, Wedneſdays, Fridays, on all | 

* their numerous Holidays, and every day in Lent. 3 


They abſtain from blood and things ſtrangled ; 1 
pray for the dead, and proſtrate themſelves 1 
before pictures; but have no images except a | 
crucifix, | | 
2 The Copris bear an implacable hatred to the | 
Greeks, and have generally as little regard for | 


r 


5 the Europeans, which in a great meaſure pro- | 
if ceeds from the endeavours of thoſe of the Ro- | 


2 
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mib church to make converts of them; they 
rarely diſtinguiſh between thoſe of different 
religions, but include all under the name of 
Franks. EH 1 
As the Jews were in times of Pagani/m afraid 
of drinking wine offered to idols, they {till have 
here all they drink made up by their own peo- 
ple, ſealed up, and ſent to them; this cuſtom 
they obſerve throughout all the eaſt. They 
have 36 ſynagogues in Cairo, and one in Old 
Cairo. 'There 1s a particular ſe& among them 
who live by themſelves, and have a ſeparate ſy- 
nagogue. Theſe are the ancient Enes, and 
have now the name of Charaims ; they are dil- 
tingniſhed by the regard they pay to the five 
books of Maſes, which they ſtrictly obſerve ac- 
cording to the letter, not receiving any written 
traditions. ; 

Education in Egypt conſiſts in little more 
than learning to read and write, which the 
Coptis generally learn, together with book 
keeping; but few of the Arabs and native Ma- 
hometans can read, except thoſe bred to the 
law, or ſome employ. The ſlaves have the het 
education, for the underſtand Arabic and Turk- 
ie, and often write both: they are alſo well 
ſkilled in riding, ſhooting, and throwing the 
dart, which are eſteemed great accompliſh- 
ments. The Turks in particular are deeply 
tinctured with the doQrine of predeſtination, 
which not only inſpires them with courage, 
but makes them ſhew great magnaninu- 
ty when thrown from the height of power 
into the moſt miſerable condition ; ind w. 
a ve 
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behave better in adverſity. than in proſperity ; 


though when in high ations they aſſume 


a becoming gravity, and confer a favour with 
a very gracious countenance; but they are 
greedy of money, and nothing is to be done 
with them without a bribe. They fancy that 
the greateſt villainies are expiated as ſoon as 


they have waſhed their hands and feet. This 


is their preparation for prayer. The outward ap- 


pearance of religion is in faſhion among them; 
they pray in the moſt public places, and when 
on a viſit will call for water, to waſh their 
hands and feet, and then perform their deyo- 
tions ; and yet their words paſs for nothing, 
either- in relations, promiſes, or profeſſions of 
friendſhip. Opium is not ſo much uſed by 
them as formerly, inſtead of which they drink 
ſpirituous liquors very plentifully at their 
meals. But theſe are chiefly the great men 
and the ſoldiers ; for drinking ſtrong liquors 
would be reckoned ſcandalous in people of bu- 


ſineſs. The Arabs indeed very rarely drink; 


and the common people pound the leaves of 


green hemp, make a ball of it, and ſwallow it, 
to render them chearful. They have a high 
opinion of the magic art, and think there 1s 


much virtue in charms and taliſmans, * 


The pooreſt Mahometan thinks himſelf ſupe- 
rior to any Chriſtian : yet the Arabs and peo- 
ple of the country, behave with civility, they 
come and fit about you, and grow trouble- 
ſome by being too obſerving, curious, and in- 
quiſitive. The Turks alſo will be very civil, 
eicher to get preſents, or to diſcover your de- 
. Ver. XIII. D- ſigns, 
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ſigns, in which they are very artful. They 
behave with the greateſt decorum and reſpect 
to their ſuperiors, and one of great dignity, 
readily holds the ſtirrup of another who is ſtill 
greater. The way of ſaluting as they paſs is 
ſtretching out the right hand, bringing it to 
the breaſt, a little inclining the head. The 
extraordinary ſalute is kiſſing the hand, and 
putting it to the head; when they viſit a ſu- 
Perior they kiſs his hand; but if he is greatly 
ſuperior, they kiſs the hem of his garment. 
When they take any thing from a ſuperior, or 
that is ſent by a ſuperior, they kiſs it, and put 
it to their foreheads, and when they promiſe to 
ſerve or protect you, they put their hands up 
to the turbans, as much as to ſay, Be it on our 
heads. wh 70 

The entertainments of the Turks and Arab: 
have been often mentioned, and I ſhall only 
add here, that an Arab Prince will often dine 
in the ſtreet before his door and call to all that 
paſs, and even to beggars, crying in the uſual 
manner, In the name of God; upon which 
' they fit down, and when they have done, re- 
tire, ſaying, God be praiſed. With ſuch ge- 
neroſity and hoſpitality they maintain their 1n- 
tereſt ; yet the middling people and the Cop- 
tis live but meanly. 

It has been already obſerved, that the Mabo- 
metans have an extraordinary veneration for 
ideots, whom they ſuppoſe to be actuated by a 
divine ſpirit, and conſider them as a kind of 
Saints; hence they receive all poſſible marks 
of reſpect, and are received into all houſes, and 
A299 | at 
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at all tables. In Cairo they have a large 
moſque, with buildings adjoining to it, and 
great revenues for their ſupport. As theſe are 
recommended by their want of reaſon, ſo are 
the derviſes by their want of money; poverty 
being eſteemed by a Turk as a great degree of 
perfection in every one but himſelf. 
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T HE following is an abſtract from the 
French edition of the ingenious and 
learned Mr. Robert Wood's pompous work on 
the antiquities of Palmyra. work which will 
be a laſting proof of the genius and abilities 
of the admirable author, and the two learned 
gentlemen his companions in his travels. What 
an idea muſt we form of three men of birth 
and fortune engaging in ſo noble a party of 
pleaſure, and for the improvment of learning, 
producing works which not only do honour to 
themſelves, but to their country, and to hu- 
man nature! We have already given an ab- 
ſtract of Mr. Mood's deſcription of Balbec *, 
L See Vol. XII, ; ba 
i >. 4 . 
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but neither that nor the preſent performance 
can give the reader a, full conception of the 
elegant, the entertaining, the pompous works 
from which they are taken ; adorned with a 
vaſt number of the moſt beautiful plates, from 
drawings taken on the ſpot, and enriched with 
every thing that can render them curious and 
inſtructive. But from ſuch works it is impoſ- 
fible to abridge without giving both inſtructi- 
on and entertainment. Mr. Wood's is a grand 
and noble piece; which is here repreſented in 
miniature; and in this ſmall view, its princi- 
pal beauties cannot fail to ftrike the eye and 
delight the reader, | 


6 
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| CHAP. I. 1 
The Manner in aubich theſe Travel. were under -a 
talen. The Author with other ingenious and I 
learned Gentlemen jet out from Naples, and = 
viſiting the Iſlands of the Archipelago, land f 
at Byroot, and from thence proceed to Palmyra, Wl | 
«which is deſcribed. | { 
f 
# EKA O gentlemen “, ſays our author, If « 


FF who more than once had been led 

kl 1 Ne by coat ” 2 into "tal, 
A, $27 yy were perſuaded that a voyage pro- 
KI IU perly —— to the moſt r 
places in antiquity, on the coaſt of the Medi- 
terranean, might be of advantage to the pub- 
lic, at the ſame time that it would afford 
knowledge and entertainment to themſelves. 
As I had already ſeen moſt of the places they 
propoſed to viſit, they did me. the honour to 
communicate their deſign to me, and I with 
pleaſure accepted their invitation to be one of 
ſuch an agreeable party. The advantageous 
idea I had formed of theſe gentlemen, whom 
J had ſeveral times met in France and [taly, flat- 
tered. me with all the ſucceſs that could be 
hoped for from ſuch a voyage. Their intimate 

. ftiendihip, their love of antiquities and the fine 
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L Theſe learned and ingenious gentlemen wer: 
Mr. Dawkins, and Mr. Bowverte, 
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arts, 
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arts, and their being accuſtomed to travelling, 


circumſtances that ſeldom meet in two perſons, 
who join to a taſte and leiſure for ſuch re- 

ſearches, the neceſſary means of making them, 
ler- and who have ſufficient health and courage to 
and | ſupport the fatigue of doing it. 
ſter  . We agreed that we could not do without a 
and fourth perſon who was in 1taly, and whole abi- 
Fra, I lities were known to us with reſpect to his 

kill in architecture and drawing. We there- 
fore wrote to him, and engaged him to be one 

jor, of the party. 8 
led We choſe Rome for the place of our rendez- 
aly, vous; and there ſpent the winter together, em- 
ro- ploying the greateſt part of our time in re- 
ble freſhing our memories by reading ancient hiſ- 
edi- ¶ tory, and in perfecting ourſelves in the geo- 
ub- graphy of the country we propoſed to viſit. 
ford The following ſpring we repaired to Naples, 
ves. where we found a veſſel we had hired at London, 
hey furniſhed with every thing we had thought 
to would be of ſervice to us. We had there a 
vith choice collection of the Greek poets and hiſto- 
2 of rians, books of antiquities, and accounts of 
ons the beſt voyages and travels. There were alſo 
nom on boarg ſuch mathematical inftruments as we 
flat-W might have occaſion for, and preſents fit for 
the Turks of diſtinction and others, to whom 
we might be obliged to addreſs ourſelves in the 
courle of our travels. | 

In this veſſel we ſet ſail, and viſited moſt of 
of the iſlands of the Archipelago, a part of 
Greece in Europe, the European and Aſiatic coaſts 


were circumſtauces eſſential to our project: 


of . 
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of the Hellęſpont, the Propontis and the Baſp ho- 
rus as far as the Black Sea. We penetrated 
into Afa Minor, Syria, Phenicia, Paleſtine and 
Egypt, and viſited the moſt remarkable places 
in each. | | | 
The different countries through which we 
paſſed are known to abound in things of vari- 
ous kinds that merit the attention of the curi- 
ous traveller; however, it was leſs the preſent 
than the ancient ſtate of theſe countries that 
attracted our regard; though each of us was 
able to gratify his peculiar taſte. It is impoſ- 
ſible to conſider with indifference the countries 
where polite literature and the arts had their 


birth; where the Captains, the Orators, the 


Philoſophers, the Poets and the Artiſts have 
ſo bravely and ſo happily, ſuffered their genius 
to ſoar, and done honour to human nature. 
Circumſtances of climate and fituation, 
otherwiſe trivial, become intereſting from their 
connection with the great men who have cele- 
brated them, and with the illuſtrious actions, 
which hiſtory and poetry repreſent as being 
there performed. The life of Miliiades or Le- 
onidas can no where be read with ſuch pleaſure 
as in the plains of Marathon, or at the ſtreights 
of Thermopylz : the Iliad has new beauties on 
the banks of the Scamander; and the Odyſſea 
has freſh charms in the country where Ulyſſes 
travelled, and Homer ſung. | 
No part of a tour through the eaſt 1s ſo dif- 
ficult as a journey to Palmyra : for it is ne- 
ceſſary to go far from the common road, and 


where the 


rand Signior's protection can be of 
ne 
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no ſervice. Aleppo and Damaſcus ſeemed to be 
the places where we might beſt provide for 
our convenience and ſafety in this enterprize ; 
but having endeavoured in vain to make the 
firſt of theſe cities, we anchored at Hyroct on 
the coaſt of Syria, and croſſed over mount Li- 
banus, in order to go to Damaſcus. 

The Baſſa of that city declared that he could 
not promiſe us, that either his name or his 
power would be of any ſervice to us at the 
place to which we were going. From what he 
ſaid, and from all that we could learn from 
others, we found that we muſt be obliged to 
go to Haſſia, a village four days journey to 
the north of Damaſcus, and the reſidence of an 
Aga, whoſe juriſdiction extends to Palmyra. 
This little village is in the great road by which 
the caravan of Damaſcus paſſes to Aleppo: it is 
ſituated near Anti-Libanus, at a few hours diſ- 
tance from the river Orontes. The Aga re- 
ceived us with the hoſpitality ſo common in 
this country among the people of all ranks; 
and though extremely ſurprized at our curio- 
ſity, he gave us, as well as he was able, the 
neceſſary inſtructions for gratifying it. 

We left Haſſia on the 10th of March, 175 t, 
with an eſcort of the beſt Arab horſemen bs 
longing to the Aga, armed with guns and long 
pikes ; and having croſſed a barren plain which 
ſcarcely produces vegetables ſufficient to feed 
the antilopes we ſaw there, we arrived at Su- 
dud. 'This is a ſmall village inbabited by Ma- 
ronite Chriſtians : the houſes are built of bricks. 
dried in the ſun; and the inhabitants cultivate - 

2 a3 
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as much land around the village as is barely 
ſufficient for their ſubſiſtance; they alſo make 
tolerable good wine. We bought ſome manu- 
ſcripts of their Prieſt, and after dinner con- 
tinued our journey to the ſouth-eaſt through the 
ſame ſort of country, and in three hours more 
arrived at Heowareen where we took up our 
lodging. 

Howareen has the ſame appearance of po- 
verty as Sudud; but we found ſome ruins there, 
that are a proof of its being once a niore con- 
ſid erable place. A ſquare tower with project- 
ing battlements ſeems to have been built three 
or four hundred years ago, and 'two churches 
in ruins may be of the ſame age : in theſe build- 
ings there are materials that are much more an- 
cient; but employed without judgment. We 
obſerved in the walls ſome Corinthian capitals, 
and many Attic baſes of white marble, ' Theſe 
fragments of entiquity, and ſome others we 
found ſcattered about, have belonged to works 
crected with more expence than taſte, We had 
obſerved a neighbouring village entirely aband- 
oned by its inhabitants; which frequently hap- 
pens in this country ; for when the produce of 
the earth is not anſwerable to the cultivation, 
the inhabitants often quit their habitations to 
avoid oppreſſion. 88 1 

The next day we left Howareen, and con- 
tinuing to travel in the ſame direction, in three 
hours reached Carieteen; a village a little larger 
than the laſt; that has alſo ſome fragments 
of marble which belonged to ancient edifices, 
as the ſhafts of columns, ſome Corinthian 


capitals, 
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capitals, a Doric baſe, and two imperfe& Grezk 
inſcriptions. We thought proper to ſtay here the 
remainder of the day, as well to wait for the reſt 
of the eſcort the Aga had ordered to accompany 
us, as to prepare our retinue and our cattle, for 
the fatigue they were to ſuffer during the reſt of 
our journey : for though we could not perform 
it in leſs than twenty-four hours; we were 
obliged to travel fo long without repoſe, there 
being no water in that part of the deſart. 

e left Carieteen on the 13th at ten in the 
morning, which was much too late; but our 
company became more difficult to govern in 
proportion as they became more numerous. 
This bad conduct occaſioned our being expoſed 
to the heat of two days, before our beaſts could 
obtain either reſt or water; and though it was 
at the beginning of the ſeaſon, the ſand reflec- 
ted the heat of the ſun with great violence, 
while we had neither the ſlighteit breeze to re- 
freſh us, nor the leaſt ſhade to ſhelter us from 
its beams. 5 

Our company was then much e:creaſed, by 
its being joined by ſome merchants, ſo that it 
conſiſted of about 200 perſons, and nearly 
the ſame number of beaſts of burthen, which 
formed a groteſque mixture of horſes, camels, 
mules, and aſſes. / Our guide told us, that we 
were in the moſt dangerous part of our jour- 
ney, and defired us to ſubmit entirely to his 
orders, which were, that the domeſtics ſhould 
keep with the baggage, immediately behind 
our guard of Arabs, from which was frequently 
diſpatched one, two, or more horſemen on the 

= | diſcovery, 
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diſcovery, to all the eminences before us, where 
they ſtayed till we came up with them. Theſe 
horſemen always quitted the caravan on a full 
gallop, after the manner of the Tartars and 
Huſſars. It is hard to ſay whether this pre- 
caution aroſe from a real apprehenſion of dan- 
ger, or whether it did not proceed from an of- 
tentatious ſhew of vigilence, to make us con- 
ceive an high opinion of their activity and uſe. 

The road here from Carieteen to Palmyra 
was north and by eaſt, through a level ſandy 

lain about ten miles broad, bounded to the 
right and left by a chain of barren moun- 
tains, that ſeemed to join within two miles of 
Palmyra. In all this courſe there 1s neither a 
tree nor a drop of water: but to take off our 
attention from the fatigue we endured, our 
Arab horſemen diverted us from time to time 
by engaging in mock fights, It is ſurprizing WW 
to ſee with what firmneis they keep their ſad- Wn 
dles, and the dexterity with which they ma- 
nage their horſes. At night they uſually fat 
in acircle, to drink coffee and ſmoke a pipe : 
this was their greateſt regale. In the mean 
while one of the company diverted the reſt by 
ſinging a ſong, or relating a piece of hiſtory, 
on the ſubject of love or war, or with an ex- 
tempore tale. | 
When we had proceed nine hours from Carie- ll 
teen, we arrived at a ruined tower, on which 
we obſerved the croſs of Malta in two or three 
places. Near this tower are the ruins of a 
ſuperb building; but a magnificent door. caſe 


of white marble, is the only part that remains 
ſtanding, 
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tanding, and that is not covered with ſand. 
\t milnight we ſtopt two hours to take ſome 
Wepoſe, and on the 14th at noon. arrived at 
e end of the-plain, where the mountains to 
oe right and left appear to meet. Between 
Wheſe mountains is a valley, where are ſtill ſeen 

Ihe ruins of an aqueduct, that formerly con- 
eyed water to Palmyra. 

On each ſide of this valley are many ſquare 
Wowers of a conſiderable height; and on ap- 
roaching them we found that they were the 
Wncient ſepulchres of the inhabitants of Palny- 
a. Scarce had we paſſed theſe venerable mo- 
Wuments, when the mountains opening on each 

ide, we ſuddenly diſcovered the greateſt quan- 

ity of ruins, all of white marble, we had Sor 
een; and behind thoſe ruins, towards the Eu- 
brates, a level country extending as far as the 
ye could reach, without the leaſt animated ob- 
ed. It is almoſt impoſſible to imagine any 
hing more aſtoniſhing than this view. No 
[4 we can be conceived more ſtriking and ro- 
vantic, than ſuch a vaſt multitude of Corin- 

. columns, with few intervening walls and 

gold buildings. 22 ö 
8 But to be more particular : * on the left hand 
ou behold a wall which belonged to the court 
f the temple of the ſun, and tho? part is broken 
Wown, it is of a conſiderable length. A row 


This deſcription is taken from three large 
Wheet plates, which added together afford a nobler 
iew of theſe magnificent remains of antiquity,-as 
I fy thus ſuddenly appear, than any words can 
90 bly give. | » a 
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| — and farther to the left are two others! 


| =, The diameter of this column near! the 
df the tower, tho'at er diſtance; are the 


5 as that which is broken down; A little farther 
do ſhe Tight is a noble arch, with a poſten 
-” richly ornamented on each fide,” from which 1 


' eerminated by a ſuperb mauſoleum. Many d 
| theſe columns are fallen down, and open à vier 
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of twelve noble windows are  ſtill-ftanding 


to: 


tween” each is a pilaſter of the Corinthean or: 
der ſupporting the entablature; through the 
that i is broken down the view is terminat: 
ed by diſtant rows. of colamnd, and over the 
part of the wall which is ſtill ſtanding riſe the 
ruins of the temple itſelf. At che end, where 
ftood the "portico, is @ ſquare rüindus Gs) 
built by the Turks, Before theſe buildings are 
incloſures of corn and olive- trees planted by 
the Arabs, and ſeparated by mud walls, while! 
on all ſides lie around them magnificent ruins. 
- _— the Tariiſs tower is a piece of a very 
arge column ſtanding on its baſe; but thi 
=D part, with its capital and entablature, 
fallen down. The ſtones chat are around] 
it ſhew that there was a' grand edifice in thit 


9 
; 
N 


is five feet and a half. A little $ the right 


ruins of a Turk mo with its minaret 
and before it is a — column, that riſes to 
a great height, and is of the ſame dimenfiom 


eolonade extends four thouſand feet in length, 


to the other ruins, while in other parts the re 
mains of magnificent ſtructures are ſeen throug 
the interedlumniations. At ſame diſtance near 
before this magnificent colonade ſtands a ſmal 
vemple, adorned with a noble 5 ; and fi 
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or cher to the right is another temple, with ita 
eeriſtyle, ſeen thro? the intercolumniation. Still 
Warther to the right is a range of columns that 
ppear to have belonged to a, portico. At ſome 
cdiſtance nearer ſeem to be the ruins of a Chriſ 
a church, and till nearer, and farther to 
ue right, are four lofty columns with their 
Wſuperb entablature, the only remains of ſome 
grand edifice. { A little to the right of theſe, 
tho* at a greater diſtance, are a number of co- 
lamns which {ill ſupport a conſiderable part of 
their entablature, and are ſo diſpoſed, that 
they reſemble the periſtyle of a ſmall temple, 
that has been wholly deftroyed ; and nearer ſtill, 
and more to the right, is an elegant mauſoleum, 
\ Beſides theſe we ſte a vaſt number of ſcat- 
tered columns covering the plain, ſome with, 
and ome without their entablatures, while the 
ground is on all ſides covered with broken 
columns, capitals, rich entablatures, and ſtones 
of prodigious-magnitude. Towards the right 
the diſtant proſpect is terminated by a range of 
hills and mountains, on one of which are the 


Theſe were the amazing ruins which ſudden- 
ly ſtruck our fight; and appeared at one view 
in the diſtant proſpect. After having conſider- 
ed them for ſome time, we were conducted to a 
hut belonging to the Arabs, of which there are 
about thirty in the court of the great temple. 
The magniſicence of that edifice, and the mean- 
neſs of our habitation, formed a contraſt that 


was quite aſtoniſhing. Ts: 
n The 
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The inhabitants both men and women are 
well -ſhaped ; the complexions of the latter 
are ſwarthy, but their features : they were 
veiled, but they were not ſo ſeru alous about 
ſhewing their faces, ws th women's the Eaſt ge. 
nerally are. They hang rings of either gold or 
m—_ in their ears and noſes ; they colour their 
bY blue, their eyes and eye-brows black, and 
e tips of their fingers red. - Both ſexes ap- 
. pear to be very healthy, being almoſt ſtrangers 
to diſeaſes. It ſeldom rains there except at the 
time of the equinoxes, and we enjoyed a ſerene 
. ſky all the while we ſtaid, but one afternoon; 
when we had a little ſhower preceded - by 2 
whirlwind, which raiſed ſuch a quantity of ſand 
as entirely darkened the air, and gave us an 
idea of the terrible ſtorms that are ſometimes 
fatal to whole caravans. - We continued there 
fifteen days, during which the 4rab inhabi- 
tants ſupplied us pretty well with mutton and 
|; 1 but had we ſtaid much longer, 
bf 8 would have been unable to furniſh us FI 

e eee 
„% 

5 0 H A p. _ | 

via Gray aha Palmyra. Reſearches ive the 
Origin of that City, and itt preſent Ruins. 

S we found it would be woableſibe 1 to 
carry a quadrant ſo far by land, this 
* our takin the latitude of the ci ; 8 
ut according to Ptolemy it is in 34% latitude, | 


and is ir days journey from as many 
from 
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from Damaſeus by the ſafeſt road, and about 
20 leagues to the eaſt of the Euphrates, Some 

phers place it in Syria, others in Arabia, 
and others in Phænicia. The city walls were 
flanked with ſquare towers, but in many parts 
they are intirely levelled, and cannot now be 
diſtinguiſhed from the other ruins ; particularly 
none of them can be perceived to the ſouth-eaſt ; 
however, from what we diſcovered, there is 
great reaſon to believe that they incloſed the 


t temple ; and therefore muſt have been at 
ſeal three miles in compaſs. ; 


The Arabs ſhewed us by the preſent ruins a 
tract of land that may be about ten miles in 
circumference, and is a little raiſed above the 
level of the deſart, obſerving that this was the 
extent of the ancient city, and that ruins were 
diſcovered there by digging. Indeed there 

| ſeems better reaſons in oor of this opinion, 
than their authority. A circuit of three miles 
was very little for Palmyra in its proſperity ; 
eſpecially 'if we confider that the greateſt part 

that ſpace is filled by public edifices, which 
from their extraordinary magnificence, and the 
great number of ſuperb ſepulchres, are evident 


proofs of the grandeur of the city, From 


thence it may be concluded, that the walls al- 
ready mentioned incloſed only that part of the 
city, which contained the public edifices in its 


moſt flouriſhing ſtate ; and that after it was ruin- 


ed, its fituation rendering it the moſt proper 
place for —. a ſtop to the incurſions of the 


Saracens, Fuſtinian fortified it, as we learn from 


bounds, 


- 


Procopius, and very 13 contracted its 
| 3 
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bounds, Palnyre was not then, as it formerly 
had been, a rich and trading city, in which it 
was neceſlary to have a: regard to the intereſt 
and convenience of individuals; but a frontier 
town, that only required ftrength. Beſides, in 
building the wall to the north-weſt, advantage 
was taken. of two or three ſepulchres, which 
| being of a convenient form, they converted 
them into towers; and as there is no donbt that 
the wall was built after the ſepulckres, it may 
juſtly be concluded that they were erected ſince 
the abolition of the pagan religion, the Greek: 
and Romans having too great a veneration for 
their ſepulchres to apply them to any other uſe; 
and it was contrary to the maſt expreſi laws of 
both, 10 bury che dead within the nils of 


city. | 7210 30575 Lo 2 
6 NIEL obſerved, that on the top of one 
of the higheſt of theſe mountains is d chile. 
Ihe aſcent to it is extremely difficult and zag- 
ged. It is ſurrounded by a deep diteh, cut in 
he rock; or rather they have taken the lone: 
| from it as from a quarry. As the draw- bridge 
is broken, we found à good deal of difficulty 
in paſſing it. This caſtle 1s however ſo ill built, 
| that it 1s evident, it was erected not only after 
| _the time of Juſliniau, to whom it is attribated; 
| but is even unworthy of the Manalulet. This 
mountain affords an extenſive view to the ſouth, 
where the deſartzeſembles a ſea; and to thc 
| welt we may ſee the top of Libauus, and. thi- 
| .. tinaly perceive ſeveral parts of Anti · Iilamms, 
Eo: The barren tract in which the city ſtands, 
might be made a delightful ſpot, by means of 
$5, a hatin two 
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two rivers, that are entirely neglected. The 
water of both 1s hot and mixed with ſulphur 
but the inhabitants eſteem it wholeſome 
agreeable. The moſt conſiderable of theſe 
ſtreams riſes to the weſt, at the foot of the 
mountains, in a ſine grotto, almoſt high enough 
in the middle for a man to ſtand upright in it. 
The whole bottom is a baſon of clear water, 
about two feet deep; and the heat being thus 
concentered renders it an excellent bath, for 
which purpoſe it is uſed by the Arabs: from it 
runs a pretty rapid current above three feet 
broad and ane deep. This water is for 
ſome {pace confined within a paved channel for- 
merly made for it; but after a ſhort courſe, 
it is imbibed by the ſand to the eaſt of the ruins. 
An inſcription upon an altar near it, dedicated 
to i informs us, that it was called Zphea, 
and that the care of it was intruſted to perſons 
elected to that office. 2 
| The other ſtream, the ſource of which we 
| could not diſcover, contains near the ſame 
WH quantity of water, and after running for ſome 
time through the ruins, in an antient ſubterra- 
nean aqueduct, joins the firſt, and is loſt with 
it in the ſands. The Arabs ſpeak of a third 
ſtream that has been for ſome time loſt amon 
the ruins, Some have been much em 
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to account for the loſs of a river mentioned by 
| Ptolemy, and therefore attribute it to an earth- 
quake: however, with reſpe& to thoſe of Pal. 
myra, no other change ſeems to have happened, 
than what is the effect of negligence ; but if theſe 
curtents are thought too inconſiderable x ge- 
1 N . 16TVE 
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ſerve the name of rivers, that honour ſhoult 
for the ſame reaſon be refuſed to the Padolu, 
the Meles, and many other rivers of Greeet, tha 
have not fo much wan) except W af. 
ter rain. 

Beſides theſe, was the ſubterranean aquedud 
before-mentioned, which brought good water 
1 the city, and was ſolidly built, wit ning 

roper diſtances, to keep it clean. "Pr 


1h 


ob erves, that Juſfinian conveyed water to Pal. 


 myra, for the uſe of the garriſon he left there: 
but we imagine that for this purpoſe he repaired 


K - 


the aqueduct, which appears to have been much 
more ancient, and built at an immenſe expence, 
Palmyrainits proſperity certainly could not fail 
to procure ſuch a convenience, and, indeed, in 


more than one part of this aquedu, we have 
obſerved inſcriptions in Palmyrene characters, 
which are now not legible ; but have _ 
none in any other language. 

Three or four miles to the ſouth-eaſt of the 
ruins in the deſart, is the Valley ef /alt, where 
David probably ſmote the Syrians, 2 Sam. viii. 
13. and which ſtill ſupplies Damaſcus and the 
neighbouring towns with great quantities of 
that commodity, the earth being 1mpregnated 
with it to a confiderable depth. They hollow 
the ground upwards of a foot deep, and from the 
rain water, which lodges in theſe cavities, riſes 
fine white ſalt, that 1 1 athered — the water 
is dried up, or exhaled by the ſuun. 
Theſe noble remains of Palmyra are too ftrik- 
ing and magnificent not to excite our curioſity 

with reſpec to its condition i in ancient times, It 
1s 
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js natural to enquire, how a ſpot like this, di- 
b vided from the reſt of the world by an inhoſpi- 
= table deſart, came to be choſen for its ſituation 7 

wo was its founder, and from what quarter it 
drew the riches neceſſary to its ſupport ? But it 
is remarkable that hiſtory ſcarcely makes any 
mention of Balbec and Palmyra, and we have 
o I little knowledge of them but what is ſupplied 

by 22 Is not even this filence of hi- 

ſtory inſtructive? Does it not inform us, that 

"Ii there are periods in hiſtory that are entirely 
concealed from us ? 

By the natural and ordinary courſe, the me- 
mory of cities is preſerved longer than their ru- 
ins. It is only from hiſtory that we have any 
knowledge of Trey, Babylon, and Memphis: there 
does not at preſent remain a ſingle ſtone of theſe 
cities, to ſhew Where they were ſituated : but 
here are two examples of confiderable cities that 
have ſubſiſted longer than any other known to 
us; and yet it is rather what we ſee, than 
what we read, that excites our curioſity con- 
» If <<ning them; and the remains of Balbee and 
f Palmyra ftill ſubſiſt, to relate, if we may uſe 
; the expreſſion, their own hiſtory. Can the loſs 
of books be the cauſe, or did the ancients ſet 
les value on theſe edifices, than we do at pre- 
I fent ? If this laſt be the caſe, their filence with 
i reſpect to Balbec will juſtify what they advance 

about Babylon ; and their not mentioning Pal. 
myra be a kind of proof of the magnificence 
of Greece and Egypt, on which they have be- 
ſtowed ſuch encomtums, a «ay 
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All the authorities of the ancients with re- 
ſpect to this city, may be reduced to theſe. In 
the Arabic tranſlation of the ſecond book of 
Chronicles, chap. viii. Palmyra i is mentioned a: 
ſubſiſting before the time of So/omon : but Zohr 
of Antivch ſays, that it was built by that Mo- 
narch on the the very ſpot where David flew 
the Philiftine Chief, in in honour of that memora- 
ble action. But the Arabian hiſtories: on this 
ſubje& appear fo extremely fabulous and ex- 
tavagant as to be unworthy of notice. 

The Ol Teftament informs us,“ that Solomon 
erected a dry the wildernefs, and called it 
Tumor z and we are told by Je/qpbus, that the 
 Greeksand Romens afterwards gave it. the name 
of Palnyra, but that its firſt name was retained 
by. the Syrians ; and this is confirmed by St. 
Jerom, Who dey that Tedmor' Pos are 
the Syrian and Greek names 1 fave ſame place 
even at preſent the Arals of the country ſtill 
call it Teamor. They pretend that theſe ruins 
were the work of So/owon, and among other 
things ſhew the ſeraglio of that Lins, his 
haram, and the tomb of one of his fayourite 
oonrubines. Solews, the ſon of Dawid, ſay 
< they, performed theſe wonders | the aki 
« ance of Spirits. 

But the ſtructures erected by Sheng wen were 
doubtleſs entirely demoliſhed OA 
zar, who, we are aſſured by e fu nic 
deſtroyed that city; before - 
lem. It Cannot be reaſonably . 


1 Kings ix. and 2 Chron, vitic | 


M 
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lifices in the elegant ſtyle of thoſe of Palmyra 
ere prior to the eſtabliſhment of the Grerks in 
ria; and taking this for granted, we ſhall not 
ſurprized that Nenophon: takes no notice: of 
his city in his retreat of Cyrus the Younger, 
hough he is very exact in deſcribing the de- 
t nor ſhall we wonder at its not men: 
ioned in the hiſtory of Alexandir the Great ; 
Sho might have reaped great advantages from 
ſituation of that city, When he croſſed this 
Wefart. No mention is made of it even when 
ey reduced Syria to a Reman province; tho? 
that time a taſte for the polite arts began 
prevail, and architecture, painting, and 
lpture, were eſteemed not unworthy of the 
ention of a Roman General. One would have 
magined that Palmyra would not have eſcaped 
he avidity and avarice of the Romans ; and yet 
e do not find that their hiſtory makes any 
Pention of that city before the time of | Mark 
$4:i2ry, who would have plundered it, had not 
be inhabitants ſecured themſelves by tranſport- 
ig their moſt valuable effects beyond the Eu- 
rates, and defended the paſſage of that river 
yy their archers. At that time the inhabi- 
„erte of Palmyra were merchants, and fold to 
he Romans the merchandizes of Iadia and 4ra- 
0 ha. We may conclude that they were a rich 
ad free people: but how long they had en- 
Woyed theſe advantages is uncertain, Their 
Fiches and trade were probably of ſome ſtand- 
#4 — 2 from inſcriptions, that in 
5 forty years after, their expences and 
r luxuries were exceſſive. 3 


> 
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At length, when the affairs of the Romuzns,i 
the Eaſt were in a deplorable ſituation, Gong I 

thus of Pal, r | 
fituation of his country between the two grea 
rival Empires of Rome and Perſia, that he ren 

| dered himſelf maſter of the balance of power 
aud declared for the one or the other, accord Wiſh 

ing as the face of affairs changed, and his ins a 

F tereſt-required. . He entered into an alliance 

with the Emperor Gallienus, collected the 

remains of the Remax army, and by his valouy 5 

activity, and remarkable patience in enduring 

fatigue, vanquiſhed Sapor King of Perfia in ſe: 
veral engagements, advancing with his victo- 

nous troops as far as Crefpphon, the capital o 

his Empire. On his return from this expedi- 

dun, with the greateſt applauſe, and with con- 
”* Kderable treaſures, Gallienus declared him 4 
Fiu, and his aſſociate in the government oi 
the Empire. Ogenarhus afterwards” defeated 
*Balifa, who aſpired to the Empire, and ati 
Jength-drove out the Gorhs, who had commit: 
ted the greateſt ravages. This was his laſt ex- 
| ned loit, «ep it is thought that in this — 
as treacherouſly murdered by his | 
Mumu; his ſon Herodes ſoon after ſuffered the | 
ſame fate. IM con was then ſaluted. Empe- 
ror, but in a ſhort time after was cut to pieces 
by his own ſoldiers. 

Ogerathas left behind him his wife Queen 
| Zinobia and two ſons he had by her, who 
3 ns 5 being deſcended from Ptolomy, and 
| © © ©- reckoned Cleopatra among her anceſtors. She 
F had many great and amiable qualities. a, | 
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ii ie death of Oderathus, ſhe aſſumed the reins 
. | abs in the name of her children, 


renouncing the alliance with Rome, at- 


ed and entirely defeated Heraclianus, the 


* General. This victory left her in the 


| 2 l on of Syria and Meſepoiamia. She then 
y means of Zabdas, one of her Generals, con- 


inWquered Egypt, and afterwards added to her 


Wdomimions the greateſt part of Aa Minor. 


ow ſtrange, how unaccountable are the vi- 


ne Wmidſt of a deſart extends its conqueſts over ma- 


AN 2 8 


rich countries! The powerful kingdoms of 


he Ptolomies, and the Seleucide, form, a part 


ef the dominions of a fingle city, whoſe name 
is ſought for in vain in their hiſtory; and Ze- 


xobia, ſurrounded by the barren ſands of Pa/- 
ra, includes Egypt within her dominions Fg 


de ſouth, and extends them to the north as 
Was the Black Sea and the Bo/dhorus. But the 
Jreign of this Empire was of vey ſhort conti- 


nuance; the Emperor Aurelian a few years after 
recovered the eaſtern provinces, and forced 


Wcicudes of fortune! A ſmall territory in the 


Zensbia to ſhelter herſelf within the walls of 


Palmyra. He laid ſiege to that city, the Queen” _ 
WE rejected all negotiations with contempt ;- but | 


after a brave defence, ſhe reſolved in perſon to 
ſolicit the aſſiſtance of the Per/ans : ſhe ſet 
out on a dromedary ; but was taken priſgner 


as ſhe was about to croſs the Exphrates, %* 


party of horſe ſent after her by Aurelian. 


mhabitants of Palmyra now ſurrendered to the 


Emperor's mercy ; on which he ſpared their 


lives, and marched to Emiſ/a with Zenobia, Car- - 
F . rang, 


Vor. XIII. 
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ng with him a great part of the riches'd 
5 and leaving there a garriſon of 60 
archers. 

At Emiſa the Emperor enquired into Zen 
bia's motives for reſiſting him with ſuch refs. 
lation, and upon this occafion ſhe tained he 

ory, by parchaſing a diſhonourable liſe, à 

e expenee of her friends whom ſhe mean 
betrayed : ſhe mentioned thoſe who had beet 
her Aviſers; on which Aurelian had the cru 
elty and injuftice to ſacrifice them to his re 
ſentment, while ſhe was reſerved to adorn N 
triumph. Among thoſe who ſuffered was Lin- 
Einus, who wrote * the Sublime, and hal 
dictated a haughty letter his miſtreſs had wrote 
to the Emperor; but the intrepid courage 
| br —.— he ſubmitted — 1903 fate, ſhews tha 

Mis was | to his learn 
E The Alerts! of Palmyra — not yet 
ended: when a free people are from the height 
of of gory ſuddenly reduced to ſlavery, they ge- 
ys take — deſperate meaſures for their 
5 — The Palnyrenes cut off the Rona 
on, and Aurelian hearing this news as he 
Was returning to Rome, ſpeedily turned back, 
and taking the city deftroyedit, cauſing almot 
' all the 1 to be maſſacred, without re- 
gard to age or ſex. We are informed of the 
particulars of this cruelty by the 165 
bimtelf, who in the letter he wrote to 

to order him to repair the temple of the 
which had been much damaged by the fol. 
ers, appropriates to that e 300 pounds 
1 of gold found in Zenobia's coffers, with 
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1800 pounds weight of filver, which belonged 
to the people, beſides the crown jewels. . 
Palmyra having thus loſt its liberty, conti- 
nued ſubject to a Roman Governor; and from 
the only Latin inſcription now found there, we 
are informed that Hierocles was for the fifth 
tine Preſident of the province, when Diocle- 


Han erected ſome magnificent buildings there. 


In the year of Chriſt 400, the firſt IAyrian le- 
gion was quartered at Palmyra; but Procopius 
ives us reaſon to think that the city was ſo 
tle regarded as to be ſometimes without a 
Roman garriſon: for he ſays that Jiffinian re- 
ired and ſupplied it with water, after its 
ving been for ſome time almoſt- deſerted. 
This is the laſt time that Palmyra is mentioned 
in the Roman hiſtory. The civil revolutions of 
this city afford a proof that Chriſtianity could 
not be long eſtabliſhed there, ſa that it is not 
ſurprizing that eccleſiaſtical hiſtory furniſhes- 
nothing worth the pains of repeating ; and 
there is no means of knowing what has hap- 
2 to it, ſince the deſtruction of the eaſtern 
pire by the Mahometans. 

Among the ſeveral inſcriptions found there, 
none are more ancient than the birth of Chrift, 
and none fo late as the deſtruction of the city 
by Aurelian, except the Latin inſcription which 
makes mention of Dioclſian. The æra of theſe 
inſcriptions is that of the Seleucidæ. Some of 
theta are found in the Palmyrene, and others in 
Greek characters. Two of the mauſoleums, which 
ze almoſt entire, have on their fronts inſcrĩipti- 
ens that are very _ ; one of them informs 

2 us 
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us that Famblichus, the ſon of Mocimus, cauſe 
that monument to be built, to ſerve as "a: 
pulchre for him and his family, in the yen 
314, which anſwers to the third year of th 
Chriſtian æra; and the other, that Elabelus M. 
xaius cauſed it to be erected in the year 4ty 
the 103d- year of the Chriſtian æra. The of 
naments of theſe two mauſoleums are much iy 
the ſame taſte ; but the laſt is the moſt elegant 
and finiſhed with the greateſt care: thoug 
both are ſo much in the taſte and the manig 
of the other public edifices in general, that we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe them not to be th 
works of very ditferent ages. | 
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LD 
f th CHAP. HI. | 


The Author and his Companions leave Palmyra: 
the Particulars of their Journey from that City 
t6 Balbec. The Behawiour of Emir-Haſlein | 
Governor of that City. Reflections on the Haſpi- | 


— tality and Awarice of the People of the Eaſt. | 
mug With ſame Ob/ervations on the Origin of that 


Cities 


EFORE we had compleated our buſineſs 
B at Palmyra, our Arabian eſcort began -to 
grow patient and to ſolicit our departure; | | 
alledging that our ſafety in returning was much 1 
more precarious than in our journey thither, as [ ? 
they had then only accidental dangers to ap- # 
prehend, while they were now to provide 
7 premeditated ſurprize from the King 

the Bedouins or wandering Arabs, who, on 
his having intelligence of us, might think us a 
8 prize worth looking after. We had likewiſe 
our own reaſons for more than ordinary ſoli- 
citude; for we were much more anxious about 
preſerving the treaſure we brought from Pal- 
mra, than that which we carried thitber. By 
their advice we concealed both our intended 


Species of Ldalatm which prevailed in theſe | 


This chapter is extracted from the ſame au- 1 
| __ admirable work on the antiquities of Baſ- 
F 3 — 
, 


[ —Yireſome road through the deſurt, which w 
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number, we muſt have fallen an-cafy prey, u 


road on the right hand, and in ſve hours mort 


at Tripoly; the merchants who had joinedus fn 


Jerved, returned to their maſter, the Aga vi 
£807 = We 


road back, and the time we propoſed to ſet ou 
and on the 27th of March left Palmyra; whiff 
its few miſerable inhabitants expreſſed the ul 
moſt aſtoniſhment, at a viſits, the reaſon « 
which they could not comprehend. -— 

We returned as far as Sudud, by the al 


have already deſcribed, in our journey to Fu 
But before we arrived at Ce wi 
ſeovered at a fiftance a party ef Aue 
Horſetnen, to which, had they been ſuperior u 


« £2 Wn 


the languid ſtate to which both our mem ant 
horſes were reduced, after a march of abou 
wwenty hours over the burning ſands but a 
Gur neater they 'retired with pred. 
pitution, aband ſome cactle, iN wen 
ized by our friends, as à matter of court 
| s Yi a \ 
Being arrived at Sudud, we left our forme 
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'proceeding ſtill through the ſame deſart, reach 
ed Guru, Where we took leave of the greateſt 
of our caravan. The manuſcripts and 
we had collected, we ſent on camels to our thy 


ion, returned to Damaſcus with che talt 

ey went to gather at Palmyra; and our 4 
rubian horſemen, who were now no longer d 
uſe, having demanded a certificate of their i 
-delity and vigilance, which they juſtly de 
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We had paſſed through Cara before in go- 
g from Damajcus to Haſſia; from the laſt at is 
bout fix hours diſtant, and is under the go- 
ment of the fame Aga. This village is 
ealancly firuated in the great caravan road 
om Damaſcus to Aleppo, and, we were inform- 
| , contains near a thouſand ſouls, amongſt 
kom are about twenty Chriftian families. 
here 3s one ruined church to be ſeen there, 
| another converted into a moſque : upon 
| the wall of the latter is a line of Greek capitals 
in a bad character, turned upſide down, in 

which-we could read the words 4:hanafics Ei 
Jan. The common mud formed into 
ſhape of bricks and dried in the ſun, of which 
© the} houſes are built, has at ſome diſtance the 
appearance of white ſtone. The ſhort dura- 
tion of ſach materials is not the only objection 
wo them, for they render the ſtreets duſty when 
there is wind, and dirty when there is rain: 
inconveniences tat are allo felt at Duma ſcus 
itſelf, which 2s moſtly butt in the ſame man+ 
ner. 

Aker ſufferin almoſt acubackoubatians fo 
5 the —— at - Palnyra, 
hour was precious, we here in- 
— onrtves with a day of reſt, and by this 
mort interval of r 
durſelves for new ſatigues. ; 
8 ſet out, and 3 at Bea 5 — 

ours, ceeding the greateſt 0 
che way — — ridge of als called 
Hnti-Libanus, This village, which conſiſts of 
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in our way from Cara to Balthec. We 

found nothing there worth notice, except 
melancholy inſtance of the unhappy governs 
ment of theſe countries: the houſes were a 
open, every thing carried off, and not a living 
creature to be ſeen, We were informed that 
the Governor of Balbec's brother was then in 
open rebellion, ravaging the country with 2 
party of his deſperate followers ; and it ſeems 
| that when we paſſed throug h Zr/ale, he wa 
1 encamped in its — on which the 
inhabitants choſe to abandon their d 
rather than expoſe themſelves to ſuch unmer« 
cifu] contributions as he had raiſed in other 


* 
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| | Impatienc to leave a place of fuch — 
we ſet out early the next morning, and in five 
hours and a half arrived at Balbec. This city; 
which was formerly under the government of 
Damaſcus, and ſome years ſince the reſidence 
of a Baſſa, is at preſent commanded by a per- 
ſon of no higher rank than that of Aga, who 
preferring the more honourable title of Emir, 
Which he had by his birth, to that of his fa- 
tion, was called Emir Haſſein- for the Arats 
have hereditary nobility and family connections, 
contrary to the policy of the Porte, which i 
deſirous of ſuppreſſing all influence that the 
Grand 1 cannot 0 take __ at , 


* This Governor annually paid the- Grand 

| gnior fifty purſes for the taxes of the diſtri 
— command: he alſo paid fifty purſes 
N for lands, granted as for mils 
tary 
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ſervice, and farmed by him. Thoſe lands, 
e were told, were much more proſitable to 
im, than to the perſons for w benefit the 
grant was Originally intended, on account of 
the difficulty and danger of any man's pre- 
tending to the ſame. farm againſt fo powerful 
2 competitor. He ought alſo to have paid 
fomethang to the Baffa of Damaſcus, for lands 
ke held under him; but he had for ſome time 
evaded it, being ſkreened by the Kiſlar Aga, 
or the Black Eunuch, who has the care of the 
Grand Signior's women, to whom he was ſaid 
to be under private contribution. | | 
We took our lodgings of a Great to whom 
we were recommended, and then waited on the 
Emir, whom we found in a chioſque in his gar- 
den, reclined on a ſopha near a fountain, and 
indolently enjoying his pipe. On our preſent- 
mg him with our firman from the Grand Sig- 
nior, and a letter from the Bafla of Tripoſy, we 
were moſt courteouſly received. A pipe, cof- 
fee, ſweetmeats and perfume, were, accordin 
to cuſtom, fucceſiively preſented. He appliec 
the firman reſpectfully to his forehead, then 
kiſſed it, and declared. himſelf the Sultan's 
flave's flave: told us that the land he com- 
manded, and all in it was ours; that we were 
Is welcome gueſts as long as we wouid - ſtay, 
and under his friendly protection might fecure» 
ly purſue our buſineſs. dug 
In no inſtance do the oriental manners ſhew 
theſe people in ſo amiable a light, as in their 
diſeharge of the duties of hoſpitality: the ſe- 
verities of eaſtern deſpotiſm have indeed 1 
ot; ways 
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always ſoftened by this virtue, which. ſo haps 
| pily y flouriſhes moſt, where it is moſt wanted, 
he great forget che inſolence of power to the 
unde r their roof, and only preſerve 
dignity ſo tempered: by humanity, * it ſolely 
commands that grateful reſpect, which is ather. 
wiſe ſcarce known in à country where inferion 
are oftener taught to fear than to love. 

Notwithſtanding the Emir's obliging pro- 
Caliban; we had been adviſed to diſtruſt him; 
for he had an infamous character, and we had 
foon reaſon to fee the juſtice of this friendly 
caution. Tho ny: to the cuſtom of 
the country, we ent our preſents, yet new 
demands were daily made, which we Sr fore 
time thought it adviſeable to fatisfy ; but-they 
were. ſo frequently, and at length ſo ĩnſolentiy 

that we were obliged to gag ” 
refuſal,” - -- 

Avarice is as much an eaſtern vice, as 
Alien is an eaſtern virtue. The moſt ſordid in- 
ſtances" of the former we found among the 
— and thoſe in public employments, while 
extraordinary inſtances of 
— i in private liſe. We would 
be cautious of charging to the character of 2 

le, what this government ſeems to require. 
For amidft the — of — lefs 

venality, which regulates rhe diſcharge of every 
public duty, from the Prime Vimer. down- 
Wards, and which, in the true ſpirit of deſpo- 
tim, ſtops only at the wretch who is too Jow 
to make repriſals, every ſubaltern in power 
ann . to that portion of the common 
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proſtitution which bel to his rank; and 
which therefore ſeems ra 105 view of the 
office than of the >: 3 — 

The frequent negotiations t 

quarrel, in which the Emir in vain exerted 
al his art and villainy, ended in his openly de- 
claring, that we ſhould be attacked and cut to 
pieces in our way from Balbec': but on his 
hearing that 5 wer had not —— 
he expected, and that we were preparing to 
out” with about twenty armed — ei- 
villy ſent to deſire that — might interchange 
ents and = friends, requeſting that we 
would allow his people to guard us as far as 
mount Zibanus. To this we agreed. Soon af- 
ter he was aſſaſſinated by an emiſſary of his re- 
bellious brother, who ſucceeded him in the 
government. 

Thus far we have followed out ingunions 
author. Of the ruins. of Ballec we have al- 
ready given a deſcription in Vol. XI. and ſhall 
only add here, as'a fupplement to all that has 
been ſaid of the temiples of Egypt, Balbec, and 
Palmyra, ſome curious remarks from the ſame 


maſterly pen, on the nature of the idolatry 


which pre vailed in the two laſt-mentioned ct- 
ties, as ariſing from the fituation of the coun- 
try, the aſſ ped of the heavens and the earth, 
and the — nag in which the inhabitants have 
always lived. 

It is certain that the trudure of the tem- 
ples of Palmyra and Balbec differs in ſome pare 


ticulars from that of all others we have 


and we imagined we could diſcover in many 


— 
: . 
2 


| 
= tion of each country, which had a conſiderabł 
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of the deviations from the true obje&-of b 
ſnip, ſomething in the climate, ſoil, or fit 


2 in eſtabliſhing its particular mode d 
tion. 179 | „ r 46-6 

If this obſervation be applied to the county 
and religion of Syria, we examine the wor- 
Mip of the ſun, moon and ſtars, called in Scrip- 
ture Baal, Aſtaruth and the Hof of Hrawen, we 
Mall perhaps not only ſee how that early ſe 
perſtition, which miſled the inhabitants of a lo- 


ih; 


vel country, was naturally produced; but wr } 


may obſerve ſomething of its origin and pm 
greſs reſulting from a connection between 
thoſe objects of worſhip conſidered phyſically, 
and their characters as divinities. - Thus the 
magni ſicence with which the ſun was worſhip- 
ped in Syria and Chaldia, the name of Ba 
Which in the eaſtern language fignifies Lord, 
and the human victims ſacrificed: to his honom, 
ſeem to point oat an awful reverence paid r. 
ther to his power. than his. benignity, in 
country where the violence of his heat is not 
only in many reſpects troubleſome to the inbi- 
bitants, but deſtructive to vegetation. On the 
other hand, the deification of the inferior God 
of the firmament ſeems to have taken its if 
from different principles, in which love appear 
to have been more predominant than fear. 
The extenſive ke and unclouded ſky net 
| that the in- 


this out; but it 


only 
_— habitants way of life, which is as uniform 2 
their ſoil or their climate, has contributed w 
direct their attention to theſe heavenly * 
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It was always a cuſtom with them to paſs the 


61 


ſummer: nights on che tops of their houſes, - 


which for this purpoſe were made flat, and 
divided from each other by walls. This way 
of ſleeping we found extremely agreeable, as 
we by that means enjoyed the cool air above 
the reach of gnats and vapours, with no other 


covering but the canopy of heaven, which in 


different pleaſing forms unavoidably preſents 
itſelf, upon. every interruption of reft, when 


the mind is ſtrongly diſpoſed to contemplation. 


by ſolitude and filence, — 4d 
We could no where diſcover more beauties 


in the face of the heavens, nor fewer on the 


earth, than in our travels in the night through 
the defarts of Arabia, where it is impoſlible to 
avoid being ſtruck with the contraſt, in which 
a boundleſs dreary waſte, without mountain or 
valley, tree or water, or the leaſt variety of co- 
lours, offers a tedious ſameneſs to the weary 
traveller, while he is agreeably relieved by be- 
holding that chearful moving picture which 
meaſures his time, directs his courſe, and lights 
his way. The warm fancy of the Arab ſoon 
felt the tranſition from wild admiration to ſu- 
perſtitious reſpect, and the paſſions were en- 
gaged before the judgment was conſulted. 
Tence the Jer frequently caught the bewitch- 
ing enthuſiaſm ; and an ancient pious native 
of the country, ſeems to acknowledge the dan- 
ger of contemplating ſuch beauties, while he 
difowns his having yielded to the temptation, 
* If 1 beheld the fun when be Jhined, or the moon 
® Fob. xxxi. 26. | 
Vor. XIII. G avalking 
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qualking in her brightne/s, and my bart hath 4 
ſecretly enticed, or my mouth hath Kid * = 
this wwere an iniquity, &c. 

Even Egypt had ſome objects of divine wor. 
ſhip ſo peculiarly the growth of that country, 
that they could never be tranſplanted. As. 
perſtition trayelled from — northward, ſhe 
changed her garb, and from the piQtureſque 
mixture of the hills, vales, groves and watw 
in Greece, aroſe the Orades, ryades, and Nai 
ades, with all the varieties of that fanciful my: 
thology, which none but ſuch a poet as Hom, 
in ſuch a country as Greece, could have connected 
into that form which has ever ſince been . 
ed by the poets. 
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CHAP. L A 
2 ci adobe evith a general View of the 


Face of the Country in * re of Syria, and 
. Lecdunt of the Climate. | 


ALE, or, as it is called by the Fry: F 
lifh, Aleppo, is, according to the obſer» _ 
vations of an eminent French mathema- 
tician, in 365 12 north latitude, and is faid to 
be in 37 40 talt longitude from the meridian 
of London. This city, che preſent 3 
of Sa, is ſituated about 80 miles from the 
ſea, and with: reſpect to its buildings is infe- 
nor to none in the 7 urkiſh Empire. | 
Aleppo with its ſuburbs is built on eight ſmall 
kills, none of them of a conſiderable height, 
G 2 ; except 
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64 Dr. Russz1's DESCRIPTION - 
except one'in the middle, on which the caſtle 
is exeted. This is of a conic form, and ap- 
pears to have been in part raiſed with the earth 
thrown up in forming a broad deep ditch with 
which it is ſurrounded. The city is encom- 

aſſed by a wall now- much decayed, and a 
road ditch, in moſt places converted into 
dens. It is three miles round; but, including 
the ſuburbs, the whole is about ſeven miles in 
circumference, n 
The houſes are built of ſtone, and, like 

+ thoſe of Cairo, ſurround a ſquare court. They 
conſiſt of a ground floor, which 1s 4 

| - arched, and an upper ſtory, with a flat roof, 

= either covered with a terrace of hard | paces 
| or with ſtone. Their cielings are of wood 

: painted and * ſometimes gilt, as are alſo the 
annels of ſome of their rooms, their window- 

utters and cupboard-doors, | which have a 

q handſome appearance. On the inſide of thoſe 

| of the Turks arè inſcribed over the doors and 

windows ſentences out of the Koran, or verſes, 

either of their own compoſing, or of their 

2 moſt celebrated poets : while the inſcriptions 

| in the houſes of the Chriſtians are generally 

1 borrowed from the ſacred Scriptures. | 

The court, which is always neatly paved, 
has moſtly a jet d'eau in the centre; and on one 
fide of it, at leaſt, is a ſmall ſpot left unpaved 
for a kind of garden, which is frequently nd 
more than a yard or two ſquare, but it is en- 

| compaſſed with a few flower-pots, Moſt of 

the houſes belonging to perſons of fortune have 

" within this court an arched alcove oppoſite o 

| | t 
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the fountain, and between them the pavement 


is generally laid out in Moſaic work, with 
marble of various colours; as is alſo the floor 


of a large hall, which has a cupola roof, and 


ly a fountain in the middle, Above 

irs is 2a colonade, if not round the whole 

court, at leaſt fronting the weſt. Beyond this 
court is another, in which are the womens 
apartments, built much in the ſame manner as 
the others; and a few of them have tolera- 
ble gardens. g | | £00] 

In Aleppo are a conſiderable number of 
moſques, a few of which are magnificent ſtruc- 
tures. Each of them has a ſquare area in the 
front, in the midſt of which is a fountain for 
the appointed ablutions, and behind ſome of 
the larger moſques is a ſmall garden. 

There are alſo many large kanes, or, as they 
are generally called by travellers, caravanſeras. 
Each confiſts of a ſpacious ſquare court, on all 
ſides of which are erected, on the ground floor, 
a number of rooms, that are occaſionally uſed 
for ſtables, chambers, or warehouſes. Above 
ſtairs is a colonade on each of the four fides, 


do which open ſeveral ſmall, rooms, where- 


in the merchants, as well natives as ſtrangers, 
tranſact moſt of their buſineſs. '  ' - 

The ſtreets are generally narrow; and as the 
houſes have no windows that look into- them, 
except a few in the upper rooms, nothing is to 
be ſeen but dead walls, which give them 2 
diſagreeable appearance: they are well paved, 
however, and kept remarkably clean. 
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The bazars, or market- places, are here long, 
narrow, covered ſtreets, with ſmall ſhops on 
each fide, juſt ſufficient to hold the . Pr 
and perhaps one or two more, with all his com- 
modities . about him; the buyer being obliged 

to ſtand without. A particular bazar is allotted 
for each branch of 'buſineſs. Both theſe and 
the ſtreets are locked up an hour and a half af. 
ter ſun-ſet, and many of them earlier: but tho 
their doors tre moſtly caſed with iron, thei 
locks are of wood. 

For common buildings the n 
of a white gritty ſtone, that is every where in 
. = about the city: it is eaſily cut, but prow 
rd by being expoſed to the air: But in the 
2 pillars, and pavements of their beſt build- 
ey-employ à yellow _— capable of 

Ls hart poliſh. This is alſo the prod of 
* country, and is often intermi 2 
of ornament, with red, White, and coarſe dla 
marble, brought from other places: but When 
th n wane of We ech, th tbe e 
yellow marble that colour, by rubbing it over 
Wich vil, and then putting ky, into a moderately 
hot oven, in which it ene for ſeveral 
hours. 


Several ſprings, at about re miles Uiſtanies 
Hopply the city with good water, by means of 
aqueduct, which is ſaid to have been bwilt 

"VU "by | e Empreſs Helena, This water is fuff- 
"cient for the neceſſary purpoſes of drinking and 
cookery. Almoſt every houſe has alfo a Felt, 
but chat water being brackiſb, is only employ- 
* for waſhing their court yards, and ſupph· 
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F Altre and the adjacent Parts, 67 
ing their reſervoirs for their fountains. The 
river Coic, the ancient Singas, which is only 
about fix or eight yards wide, paſſes by the 
weſtern part of the city, within a few yards of 
the walls, and barely ſerves to water a narrow 
{ip of gardens on its banks, that extend from 
about five miles north, to about three miles 
ſouth of the town. Beſides theſe gardens, there 
are a few more near Bab Allab, a village about 
two miles to the north-weſt, which are fapplied 
by the aqueduct. The rifing grounds above 
the gardens, to which the water cannot be con- 
veyed, are in ſome places laid out in vineyards, 
interſperſed with olive, fig, and piſtachio trees, 
as are alſo many ſpots to the eaſtward, where 
there are no gardens. But inconſiderable as 
this river and theſe pardens may appear, they 
contain almoft the only water, and all the trees 
that are to be met with for twenty or thirty 
miles round; for the yillages have no trees, 
and moſt of them ae only TuppMed with the 
water the inhabitants fave in their cifterns. 
The fuel uſed in the honſes of Aleppo is 
wood and Charcoal ; bat for heating their bay- 
nios they burn the dung of animals, the pr 
ings of fruit, the leaves of plants, &c. all which 
people are employed to gather and dry for that 
N In the city are a number of public 
bagnios, which are frequented by people of all 
ſes and conditions, except thoſe of kph rank, 
Who generally have them in their own houſes. 

The firſt entrance into a public bagnio is a 
large lofty room, in the midſt of which is a 
fountain, with a baſon, that ferves mans -- 
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the linen that hangs upon lines at a confider- 
able height all over the room. In this apart- 
ment are broad benches, where they dreſs and 
undreſs. The air here is not at all influenced 
by the heat of the bath, exceptat the door, by 
which you paſs into a ſmall room that is pretty 
warm, and from thence into a larger that is 
very hot. On the fides of theſe two rooms are 
placed round ſtone baſons, about two feet and 
a half in diameter, with two cocks, one of hot, 
and the other of cold water, ſo that you may 
temper it according to your pleaſure ; and there 
are copper bowls for you to lave it upon your 
body. In the corners of the inner room are 
ſmall retiring places ; in one of which is fre- 
uently a ciſtern of warm water, about four 
cet deep, and large enough for bathing. the 
whole body. All theſe rooms are covered with 
cupolas, and the inner receive their light from 
ſmall openings in their domes, which are glaz- 
ed. 'The outer room receives its light not on- 
from the lanthorn of its dome, but alſo 
m windows. A few of the bagnios are ſolely 
for the uſe of the men, and others are appro- 
priated to the women ; but the generality of 
them admit both ſexes, though at different 
times; the men in the morning, and the wo- 
men in the afternoon. 1 Se 
On entering the hot room, they firſt -apply 
the dewva, or medicine for taking of the hair 
from the pubis and armpits. - This medicine 
is compoſed of 720 drachms of quick lime, 
and 40 of orpiment powdered. This they moiſi- 
en a little at the time of uſing, and Taffer it 


ta 


. w - — er nw reds ac 


of ALzPPo and the axjacent Parti. 6g 
to remain on the ſkin till the hair is quite looſe,. 
when it muſt be immediately waſhed. off with 
great care. Then one of the ſervants of the bag- 
nio begins with chafing, or kneading violently, 
6rſ, the tops of the ſhoulders, and by degrees the 
whole body. When he comes to the hand, he 
pulls the joints of the fingers, ſo as to make 
each crack ſeparately : then laying the perſon 
on his back, with his arms acroſs his breaſt, he 
raiſes. him forcibly, by the back part of the 
neck, ſo. as to make the greateſt part of the 
vertebræ crack, He then chafes the back a 
little more, and throwing a quantity of warm 
water over the whole body, rubs him hard for 
ſome time with a coarſe cloth, which is drawn 
over the ſervant's hand. He is next rubbed 
over. with a ſoap-lather; which being waſhed 
clean off, he puts one towel round his middle, 
another od | his head, and perhaps a third 
over his ſhoulders ; in which manner he goes 
out to the great room, where he generally 
imokes a pipe, drinks coffee, and —— eats 
ſome fruit before he dreſſes. 

As the women have the additional trouble of 
combing and waſhing, as well as unplaiting 
and plaiting their hair, beſides very frequently 
that of having a number of children to waſh, 
they generally remain a conſiderable time in the 
hot room ;. however, they refreſh themſelves at 
intervals, by going out into the other rooms, 
where they ſmoke, converſe and drink coffee, 
with ſome of the various parties that are com- 
monly there. Every company of two or three 
is attended by an old woman, whoſe buſineſs is 
to 
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— In a part of the ſuburbs, on the oppoſite fide 


try, whether Chriftins, Jeu, of Turk, goes to 


with a, compoſition of nutmegs, ginget, pep- 
3 per, and other ſpices, made EG elec- 
 , funty with honey. In this manner the fits ef 


they imagine, ſtrengthens them, and prevents 


delivery. They alſo aſe it after a recovery from | 
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to rub and waſh them; but their joints are not 
chafed and cracked, and the cloth with which 
they are rubbed is finer than that applied to the 
men: however, they alſo uſe the gewn.” . 

Generally ſpeaking, each N of wo- 
men have their collation, which they eat in the 
middle room before drefng ; and the bapnis 
being the principal place where they Have an 
opportunity of ſhewing their fine cloaths, of 
feeing company, and enjoying a free converſ- 
tion even with their own ſex, it is not to Be 

wondered that they are very fond of it. 
* Befides, the firſt time a woman of the con. lf 


he bagnio-after bearing a child, ſhe muſt hive | 
1 is called the /-dood; that is, ſhe is ſet MI | 
own in one of the waſhing places of the in- Wh 


ner room, where the midwife rubs her over 


ſome time, the other women, in the mean while 
finging and warbling with their voices in a par. 
ticular tone, which ig this country is their uſual 
way of rejoicing. After this the lady is waſh-| 
ed clean, and the ceremony finiſhed, This 


many diforders that would otherwiſe enſue after 


à very ſevere fit of illness. 


of- the river to the weſtward, is a 1 5 
where a coarſe kind of white glaſs is made. 
In the ſuburbs to the eaſtward, are the flaugh- 
15 | ; ter 
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ET houſes placed in an airy ſituation, with a 
Sec keld before. them. The tanners have 
= kane where they work, in the ſouth - weſt part 
f the town, near the river. Juſt without the 
Walls to the ſouthward, are the lime kilns, and 
little farther is a (mall village where the peo- 
— rapes, and ſpin 'cat-gut, which laſt 
2 — 15, at ſome ſeaſons, amen — 
ne. 
For four or * miles at leaſt round. Ape, 


ve ground is very ſtony and uneven, with a 
of {mall eminences, moſt of which are 
ps hen as any part of the city. From the weſt - 
th-weſt to the north-weſt by weft, this une- 
Ken country extends at leaſt twenty miles; but 


\ Untarlperſed with a number of ſmall fertile 


"With reſpe& to the face of the country of 
urig in general, the coaſt is bordered by very 
igh mountains, except near Seleucia, and from 
rout Pierie to mount Caſius, which is ten or 
fteen miles, where it is quite; level, opening 
paſſage for the river Qrontes to diſcharge it- 
into the Mediterraucau. Theſe! mountains 
E d with 7 — and a 3 
0 not, E thaſe in 

— loſe en verdure during the heat of 
IE As they abound with 1 theſe 
Worm — riyulets, and in a few places on the 
de next the ſea unite into rivers, and refreſh 
| 2 between them and the fea ſhore. Be- 
ind them, on the land ſide, are generally ex- 
aſve plains, that receive great benefit from 
| 5 ſtreams that deſcend from the mountains, 

IF near 
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e- 


from damps, that all the inhabitants, of whit MW 
air, from the end of May, to the beginning « 


houſe - tops, without ſuffering the leaſt incoi- Ib 
venience. The natives reckon the ſeverity d 


comes near the truth. However, during ti 
f ; 5 um 
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near which they are covered with myrtle, ole 

ander, and other ſhrubs. The oppoſite boun 
daries of theſe plains are moſtly ow, rocky 
harren hills; but behind them are other large | | 
plains, which, though they are only waterel 
dy the rains that fall in the winter, are exceed. 
ing fertile. This intermixture of rocky em 
nences and plains extends within land abou Wl 
60 or 70 miles, after which the country, callel ; 
Arabia Deſerta, is generally level as far as Bo. 


The Orontes is the only river in all Syria 
which riſing on the fide of the abo 
mountains, finds its way to the ſea; the rel 
which indeed are few and inconſiderable, be b 


ing ſoon abſorbed by the thirſty P lains'througt I: 


which they paſs : and even the Orontes, coup 
it is ſupplied by many ſmall rivulets from 
lofty mountains behind which it rung, and alh 
from the lake of Antioch, ſeems as confiders Wil > 
ble many miles above that city, as where i 
- diſcharges itſelf into the Meaterranean. 
The ſeaſons are here generally exceeding 1 
gular, and at Aleppo the air is ſo pure and fre 


rank ſoever, ſup and ſleep expoſed to the opa 
September, in their court- yards, or upon th: WF 
the winter to laſt only forty days, beginniy 


from the 12th of December, and ending on tht 
z0th of January; and indeed this computatia 


come from a cold climate. Yet during the 13 
ears Mr. Ruſſel reſided there, the ice was not 
above three times of ſufficient ſtrength to bear 
a man, and that with caution, and only in a 
WS fituation where the ſun-beams never reached 


remained on the ground above a day; and even 


out and there is no wind, the weather is warm, 


Waorecable verdure; and though the trees in be. 


= © 2 =» m— wo oIT es. a 


Wplcaſant; but it is of ſhort duration. For as 


ra as RA 7 


_ 


time the air is extremely piercing, particularly 
to ſtrangers, even though they are but juſt 


it. The ſnow, in ten years of this time, never. 
in the depth of winter, when the ſun ſhines 


and ſometimes almoſt hot. Hence narciſſuſes 
are in flower during all this ſeaſon, and violets 
appear at the lateſt before it is quite over. 

As February advances, the fields, which were 
before partly green, by the ſpringing up of the 


latter grain become entirely covered with an 


neral continue without leaves till about the be- 
ginning of March, yet the almond, when la- 
teſt, being in bloſſom before the middle of Fe- 
bruary, and quickly ſucceeded by the apricot, 
peach, Qc. the gardens make an agreeable ap- 
pearance. The ſpring now becomes extremely 


arch brings it on with rapidity, ſo April with 
qual haſte advances towards ſummer ; and the 


5 pay livery worn by the fields during theſe two. 
nonchs, and indeed through moſt of the win- 


er, fades before the middle of May; and about 
the cloſe of that month the whole country 
aſſumes ſo parched and barren an aſpect, that 
you would ſcarce think it capable of producing 
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uy thing beſides the few hardy plants that ſtill | 
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are able to reſiſt the extreme heat. From thi 
time not one refreſhing ſhower falls, and ſcarcifi 
a friendly cloud ever appears to ſhelter you 
from the rays of the ſun, till about the middle 
September, when there generally falls a litt 
rain either at Aleppo or in its neighbourhood 
which greatly refreſhes the air. From theſi 
firſt rains till the ſecond, is an interval of be 
tween 20 and 30 * during which the wea: 
ther is temperate, ſerene, and extremely de 
. Iightful ; when if the rains have been plentif 
ful, though but of a few hours duration, thi 
country Neal, aſſumes a new face. Afﬀte 
the ſecond rains the weather becomes variable 
and winter approaches by ſuch flow degrees 
that the greateſt part of the trees retain thevli 
leaves till the middle of Nowember. f 
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- Aleppo is ſeldom troubled with very har 
gales of wind; the coldeſt in the winter an ; 
thoſe that blow between the eaſt and north - we 
and the nearer they are to the former point, 
the colder they are during that ſeaſon, and 
part of the ſpring ; but from the beginning d 
May to the end of September, thoſe very wind 
reſemble the hot air iſſuing out of the mouti 
of an oven, The only remedy againſt them uM 
to ſhut all the doors and windows; for thoug 
they are not fatal, they are extremely trouble. 
ſome, by cauſing in moſt people a painful lan- 
guor, and difficulty of breathing. However, 
many ſammers paſs without them, and during 
- ourAuthor's ſtay, in no ſummer there were mon 
than four or five days of them ; for though the 
eaſterly and northerly winds reign moſt in the 
| | 8 | winter, 
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inter, yet providence has wiſely ordered it, 
hat thoſe that are weſterly are moſt frequent in 
the ſummer ; without which, conſidering the 


Wintenſe heat of the ſun's rays, with their re- 


gection from a bare rocky tract of ground, and 


3 
g 

N 

: 


1 Sthe white ſtone walls of the houſes, the coun- 


try would be ſcarcely habitable. 
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CHAP. I. 


Of the J 1 Aleppo, with an Account 
of their Manners and Cuſtoms. 


HE inhabitants of the city and ſuburbs 

of Aleppo are computed at about 235,000, 
of whom 200,000 are Turks, zo, ooo are Chri/ti- 
ans, and the remaining 5000 Jews. But tho? 
they are of ſuch different religions, they ſeem 
to be nearly the ſame people, nor are the Chri- 
fians much ſuperior to their neighbours in vir- 
tue, The greateſt number of them are Greeks, 
the moſt numerous next to them are the Ar- 
menians, next to them the Syrians, and then 
the Maronites ; each of whom have a church in 
2 part of the ſuburbs, where moſt of them re- 
ide. The vulgar language is Arabic ; but the 
Turks of rank uſe the Turki/þ : moſt of the Ar- 
menians can ſpeak Armenian; many of the 7ews 


| underſtand Hebrew; but few Syrjans can 2 


Syriac 3 and ſcarce one of the Greeks under 
a word of either ancient or modern Greek. 
H 2 The 
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The people are generally of a middle ſtatur 
indifferently well made, and rather lean that 
fat; but are neither vigorous nor active. 'Thok I 
of the city are of a fair complexion; but th 
peaſants, and ſuch as are obliged to be mud 
abroad in the ſun, are ſwarthy. Their hair uM 
uſually black, or of a dark cheſnut colour 
and it is very rare to ſee any but black eye 
among them. Both ſexes when young are to- 
lerably handſome ; but as the women arrive 
early at maturity, they ſoon fade, and in ge. 
neral look old at thirty. The greateſt part off 
them are married between the age of fourteen 
and eighteen, and often ſooner : but the ten- 
der paſſion of love can have little ſhare in theſe 
marriages, the young people never ſeeing each 
other till the ceremony is performed. A flen- 
der waiſt is ſo far from being admired, that it 
is conſidered as a deformity ; ſo that they do 
= they can to make themſelves plump and 
luſty. | 
While the men are girt round very tight 
with a ſaſh, the girdles of the women are both n 
flight, narrow, and looſely put on; which, e. 
with the warmth of the climate, and the fre-. 
quent uſe of the bagnio, may be one princi- 
al reaſon why their labours are much eafier 
than thoſe of the women in England; the mol a 
delicate being ſeldom confined above ten or 
twelve days, and thoſe in the villages are ge- Mu 
nerally able to go about their employments the 
next day, Women of all conditions ſuckle WF: 
their own children, and ſeldom wean them ol h 
WT Ber ee . either | 
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ccher the mother is again with child, or the 
enfant is three or four years of age. 
f an allowance be made for the ſuperiority 
which the Mahometans aſſume over all who are 
nf another faith, the people of diſtinction in 
udo may juſtly be eſteemed courteous and po- 
ite. The opinion of this ſuperiority is ob- 
erved to increaſe in proportion to the people's, + 
Wvicinity to Mecca: hence the natives of Aleppo 
have a greater ſhare of it than thoſe of Smyrna 
r Conftantingple; though, even here, it is much 
declined within theſe few years; and ſeveral 
Baſſas have conferred public honours on Euro- 
ant, that would formerly have cauſed great 
popular diſcontent. The common people have 
ele: affected ravity, with ſome ſhare of diiſimu- 
ch ation; 8 are ſo apt to be quarrelſome, that 
one can ſeldom paſs a few yards in the ſtreets 
Without being witneſs to ſome noiſy broil; and + 
et in many years you may never ſee a blow 
nail ſtruck, except the perſon who gives it be well 
aſſured that it will not be returned. But not- 


N withſtanding their being prone to anger on the 
th moſt trifling occaſions, no people in the world 
ch, can be more calm when their intereſt requires 
re · 


it. However, though this be in general a true 
<- veepreſentation, our Author obſerves, that gra- 
ict Wi: itude and juſtice require him to add, that there 
are perſons among them of all religions, whom 
he found by experience to be poſſeſſed of the 
e WW utmoſt honour and integrity. 


the Some of the old men dye their beards, and 
de de old women their hair, of a red colour, with + 
2 henna, which gives them a very whimſical ap- 


H 3/ pearance ; 
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| rance; and many of the men dye their 
. — black, to conceal their age. However, 
few of the women paint, except among the 
Jeror, and the common proſtitutes; but they 
uſually black their eye-brows, or make ar- 
tificial ones. It is alſo become a general prac- 
_ tice among the women of Aleppo, to black the 
infide of their eye-lids with the powder of lead 
ore. In doing this they take a cylindrical 
piece of filver, ſteel, or ivory, made very 
ſmooth, and of the thickneſs of a common 
| This they wet with water, in order 
that the powder may ſtick to it, and introdu- 
cing it under the eye-lid, draw-it along be- 
tween that and the eye; by which means the 
inſide. of the eye-lid is blacked, and a narrow 
black rim is formed all round the edge. This 
is ſometimes practiſed by the men; but then it 
is conſidered as foppiſh. | | 
The women have another fingular method of 
adorning themſelves, the practice of which is 
r among thoſe of all ranks and religions. 
his is dying the tips of the fingers and toes, 
with a few ſpots on the hands and feet, of a 
dirty yellow with henna, great quantities of 
which are brought from Egypt for that purpoſe, 
This looks very, diſagreeable to an { + $884 
The more polite manner is to have the greateſt 
part of the hands and feet ſtained in the form 
of roſes and other figures, and the dye made 
of a dark green, by afterwards applying ſal 
ammoniac and a little quick lime. But after 
ſome days this begins to change, and at laſt 

looks as naſty as the other, wh 
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The women in ſome of the villages, and all 
the Arabt and Chiaganas in this country, wear 
a large filver or gold ring through the exter- 
nal cartilage of their right noſtril, ſome of 
Which our Author has ſeen an inch. and a half 
in diameter. It 1s alſo uſual for theſe people 
by way of ornament to mark their af lip, 
and likewiſe their breaſt and arms, with a blue 
colour, by pricking the part with a needle, and 
rubbing 1t with a certain powder, which leaves 
an indelible mark, like that ſometimes made 
by gunpowder in the ſame manner, on the 
arms of ſailors, c. in England. e 

Theſe Chinganas are a race of people that are 
eſteemed the plague of Aleppo. They nearly 
reſemble the Arabs, and, like ſome tribes of 
| them, live in tents ; but are not acknowledged 
by them. They are extremely poor: a few of 
them, who are encamped round the ſkirts of 
the city, hire themſelves for labourers, and 
other menial offices; but the greateſt number 
come thither from all parts in the ſpring, to 
aſſiſt in reaping the corn. | 

Tobacco is ſmoked to exceſs by all the men, 
and many of the women of Aleppo. Their pipes 
are made of the twig of a roſe-buſh, cherry- 
tree, c. bored for that purpoſe. Thoſe uſed 
by perſons of diſtinction are five or ſix feet 
long, and adorned with ſilver. The bowl is 
of clay, and often changed; but the. pipes 
themſelves laſt for years. 

The people have no notion of the benefit of 
exerciſe, either for the preſervation of health, 
or the cure of diſeaſes; and it is with 8 
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that they uſe much of it either for buſineſs of 
pleaſure. The people of condition and” their 
dependants muſt in ſome meaſure be excepted, 
they being commonly active on horſeback and 
in er and very dexterous in throwing 
the jareed, a kind of javelin or ſmall ftick, 
about two feet and a half long. This is done 
in their mock fights; in which it is ſurprizing 
| to ſee with what dexterity they manage ther iſ 
| horſes, ' ſo as to avoid running againſt each i 
| other, when numbers are galloping ſeemingly 
in the greateſt diſorder. This however hap- 
| pens but ſeldom, and hardly compenſates fo 
| 
| 
| 
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the hours they fpend in Andolently lolling on 
their divans, in which the generality paſs much 
the greateſt part of their time, © | 
As they have no coaches, perſons of rank 
ride on horſeback in the city, with à number 
of ſervants walking before them, in proportion 
to their ſtation; which, though not ſo conve- 
nient in bad weather, has certainly a more 
manly,” if not a grander look than our coaches, 
The ladies, cven of the greateſt diſtinction, 
are obliged to walk on foot, both in the city, 
and when they go to a garden at a moderate 
| diſtance. In longer journeys the 'women of 
1 rank are carried by mules in a litter, cloſe co- 
veredd up; and thoſe of an inferior ſtation are 
on theſe occaſions commonly ſtowed on each 
fide of 2 mvle, in a kind of geyered cradles. 
| Moſt cf the natives go to bed in good time, 
L A and riſe early in the morning, ſleeping in their 


1 - ” . , 
„ drawers, ind at leaſt in one or two warſtcoats : 
| ſome in winter have on their furs: They lie : 
' iJ On 
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on a mattreſs laid on the floor; over which is 
a ſheet, and in winter a carpet, or ſome other 
woollen covering, the other ſheet being ſewed 
to the quilt. When the time for repoſe draws 
nigh, hes fit on this mattreſs, and ſmoke their 
pipe, till they find themſelves ſleepy ; then lay 
themſelves down, and leave their women to 
cover them when they are aſleep. Many of 
the people of faſhion are lulled to reſt by-ſoft 
muſic, or Arabian tales, which their women 
are taught to repeat. If they happen to awake 
in the night, they fit up, fill their pipe, have 
a diſh of coffee made, and fometimes, eſpe- 
cially in the long winter nights, eat ſome of 
their ſweet paſtry, and thus ſit till they drop 
aſleep again. 

The coffee-houſes of Aleppo are frequented 
by none but the vulgar, who are there enter- 
tained by a concert of muſic, a ſtory- teller, an 
obſcene kind of puppet-ſhow, and ſometimes 
by jugglers and nls Theſe are their on- 
ly public entertainments. | 

Within doors their entertainments are play- 
ing at cheſs, draughts, mankala, tabuduk, and 
the play of the ring. With this laſt the great 
men often amuſe'themſelves in the winter even- 
ings, Several on each fide are engaged in it; 
it conſiſts in gueſſing under what coffee-cup, 
out of a number placed on a large ſalver, the 
ring is hid. Several on each fide are engaged 
in this play, and thoſe who win have the pri- 
vilege of blacking the faces of their antago- 
niſts, putting fool's caps on their heads, and 
making them ſtand before them while they ſing 
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an extempore ſong in their own praiſe, and uf 
deriſion of the loſers. But none but their ſer Ml 
vants or ordinary people are treated in thy 
manner. Among the Turks gaming is only uſe(M 
for amuſement ; but ſometimes they will go 7 
far as to play for a treat. _.. 
Dancing is not here eſteemed an accompliſh: 
ment, it being only practiſed by thoſe who make 
a trade of it, whoſe dexterity chiefly conſiſts in Ml 
the motion of their arms and bodies, and putting 
themſelves in different attitudes, many of which, 
particularly of the women, are not the mot 
decent. At their feſtivals they have alſo wreſ 
lers, who reſemble the athletæ of the ancients 
in anointing their naked bodies; for they have 
nothing on but a pair of breeches. They ſtrut 
and vaunt at their entrance, ſo as to raiſe our 
expectations; but they make a poor figure in 
the performance. It muſt alſo be added, that 
buffoons are the conſtant attendants at all mer- 
ry-makings, without whom the mirth and con- 
verſation of the people would ſoon languiſh. 
The muſic of the country is of two ſorts; 
one for the field, and the other for the cham- 
ber. The martial muſic conſiſts of trumpets, 
2 a kind of ſhort hautboy fhriller 
| ours, large drums, the upper head 0 
which is beat upon with a heavy drumſtick, 
and the lower with a ſlender ſtick ; and ſmall 
drums, beat after the manner of our kettle- 
drums. 12 
For their chamber muſic, they have the 
guittar, the dulcimer, the derviſes flute, the 
Arab fiddle, a couple of ſmall drums, and L., 
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3 Jif, which is principally uſed to beat time to 
Whe voice, the moſt diſagreeable of all their 
Wnuſic ; for they bellow moſt hideouſly. The 


fel ir is a hoop, over which a piece of parch- 
nent is extended, and ſometimes pieces of 
brass are fixed in it to make a jingling : it is 
beat with the fingers, and is the true tympanum 
ke of the ancients. They have alſo a kind of flute 
like the ancient 17 but few of them can 
ins play upon it; and a fort of bagpipe, which 
numbers of idle fellows play upon round the 


crirts of the town, in order to get money from 
the paſſengers. Tho' the people here have 
ts, BY names for the different meaſures in muſic, they 
we BY are unacquainted with muſical notes, with the 
ut BY baſs and other parts of muſic : they play by 


out Bl the ear, and keep time exactly, every inſtru- 


ment playing the ſame tune. 
hat The people are in general extremely il- 


er. literate; for many Baſſas, farmers of the cuſtoms, 


and confiderable merchants, can neither read 
| nor write. However, of late years their youth 
are better taught than formerly, though their 
n. education ſeldom extends farther than being juſt 
ts, BY able to read a little of the Koran, and to write 
ler UF a common letter. They are entirely ignorant 
of the uſe of chemiſtry in medicine, and their 
, phyſicians, who pretend to diſcover all diſeaſes 
all WF by the pulſe, make no ſcruple to quote the 
le- authority of Hippocrates, Galen and Ebenſina, 

in ſupport of the moſt abſurd and ridiculous 
he WF opinions. Their poets are much more worthy 
of notice; for a poetical genius ſometimes ap- 
| pears 
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pears among them, and produces pieces thy 
are juſtly eſteemed. | 4. | 
| In the faſt of Ramadan they neither eat, 
— drink, nor ſmoke from the dawn of the da | 
till ſun-ſet ; but the ſun is no ſooner down, tha 
they eat a hearty meal; and thoſe who cali 
afford to fleep in the day, eat and drink the 
greateſt part of the night, living ſo luxuriouſly, 
that they generally 6) as much money in 
that one month, as in any two months in the] 
ear: but thoſe who are obliged to be abroad 
5 the day, ſuffer a great deal during this 
faſt. | 
Wine and ſpirits are only drank by the licen. 
tious and irreligious Turks; but the number of 
theſe is greater than one would imagine; for 
theſe liquors being prohibited by their religion, 
they chiefly drink in ſecret at their gardens, or 
rivately in the night, and when they once 
. oy generally drink to great excels, 
hey are obliged by their religion to waſh * 


before their prayers, which are five times in g. 


the twenty-four hours, and whenever they eaſe 
nature. As they take up their meat with their 
fingers, they are alſo under the neceſſity of 
waſhing after every meal, and the more cleanly 
likewiſe always waſh before they eat. Beſides, 
whenever they cohabit with the women they 
are obliged to bathe before they can fay their 
rayers ; ſo that they are almoſt all day dab- 
ling in the water. P:1 
| Though the Koran expreſsly allows them four 
women, whether wives or concubines, yet as 
they are obliged to pay money for their 8 
ies EW 
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7 * 


of ALEPPO and the adjacent Parts. 85 


few of any rank have more than two; while 
the poorer fort have ſeldom more than one, 
and hardly ever keep a miſtreſs : thoſe of mid- 
dling circumſtances have, however, ſometimes 
three or four miſtreſſes, and I have known 
hoſe of greater opulence who have kept 
Worty, beſides the women employed in the 
menial offices of the family; for notwithſtand- 
Wing the law of Mahomer, the people here be- 
ieve this to be lawful. It may appear ſtrange 
chat ſuch a number ſhould agree tolerably to- 
gether: But it muſt be conſidered, that they 
are accuſtomed from their infancy to a ſervile 


u. NMobedience; that the huſband can divorce. his 
of wife at pleaſure without aſſigning any cauſe, 
and fell thoſe ſlaves by whom he has had no 
n, children. Beſides, the wife has alſo a check 


upon the huſband ; for his divorcing her is at- 
de tended with expence, as he muſt not only loſe 
the money ſhe at firſt coſt him; but there is ge- 


I nerally a ſum equal to it, to be paid in caſe he 
m mould divorce her. | 

ſe Marriages are in this country commonly 
of brought Tout by the ladies, the mothers in- 


troducing themſelves into company where they 
ly xpect to ſee girls who are diſengaged ; and 
when they have found one they think agree- 
able, they propoſe the match to her mother. 
"= WAftcrwards, if the affair is likely to be deter- 
mined, ſhe is demanded in form of her parents 
by the young man's father, the price is fixed 
that he is to pay for her, and a licence 1s pro- 
4? Fcured from the Cady. Each of the young folks 
chen appoint a proxy, who with ſeveral of the 
Vor. XIII. I male 
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male relations go to the Imam, or prieſt, vu 
on finding that they are regularly appointed 
aſks the one if he is willing to buy the brich 
for ſuch a ſum? and the other, if he be fatisfi{f 
with it? and being anſwered in the affirmativs 
he joins their hands, and the money being paid 
the bargain is concluded with a prayer out df 
the Koran. 
After this the bridegroom may take haf 
home, whenever he thinks proper; and the dyf 
being fixed, he ſends a meſlage to her family uſ 
Jet them know it. The ſum with which * 
purchaſed ber 1s laid out in furniture for oh 
chamber, with cloaths, and ornaments for the] 
bride, whoſe father makes ſome addition a. 
cording to his circumſtances, which are care 
with great pomp to the bridegroom's houſe 
He at. the fame time invites his friends and 
acquaintance, all of whom ſend preſents, whe 
ther they think proper to go or not. On th: 
day appointed the women go from the bride- 
room's to the bride's houſe, and bring ha 
ome to his, accompanied by her mother, and 
other female relations, where each ſex make 
merry in ſeparate apartments till night. The 
men then dreſs the bridegroom, after which he 
is introduced into the women's apartment, 
where he is met by his own female relations, 
who dance and fing before him to the ſtair 
foot of the bride's chamber, who is brought 
half way down ſtairs to receive him, veiled with 
a piece of red gauze, and ſometimes her fore- 
head and cheeks are covered with leaf gold, 
cut 
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cut in various forms. He then conduRs her 
up ſtairs, and they are left together. 

The Turks at Aleppo being much addicted to 
jealouſy, they confine their women as much as 
poſſible, and ſeldom allow them to viſit even 
their own ſex. The huſband is however ob- 
liged to ſuffer tem to go often to the 7 2 
and Mondays and Thur/days are a ſort of hcen- 
ſed days, in which they are permitted to viſit 
ha the tombs of their deceaſed relations and the | 
di Saints; which giving, them an opportunity of 
yu walking abroad in the fields and gardens, they 
| + bave contrived that almoſt every Thar/day in 
ole the ſpring bears the name of a particular 
the Sheik, whoſe tomb they muſt viſit. When 
ac. they go abroad, they wear white veils, ſo ma- 
nie naged that nothing appears but their eyes, and 

a Foal part of the noſe. They are uſually in 
an large companies, and have always either an old ,,, 
he. woman or a young lad for a guard. 2 | 
th: BY On the death of a Turk, the women imme- x 
ide: diately ſet up a ſhriek, which is continued till!!! 
ha I the body is interred ; but this is ſoon diſpatch- 
and ed, for the corpſe is kept no longer than is ne- | 
rake ceſſary to acquaint the relations who live in the | 
The I town. They firſt waſh the body, and then 
h he ſtop up all the natural paſſages with cotton, to 
ent, prevent any moiſture from oozing out, which | 
ions, WW would render the body unclean ; then wrap- | 
tai ping it up in a clean cotton cloth, they lay it | 
ught in a kind of coffin, nearly reſembling ours; | 
with only the lid riſes with a ledge in the middle, 
and at the head is a wooden battoon about a 
foot long, on which the man's head-dreſs is 
| 12 placed; 
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placed ; but if it be a woman, there is a head: | 
dreſs flat on the top like a trencher, over which 
is thrown an handkerchief. In the middle & | 
the pall is a ſmall piece of the old covering of 

the holy houſe of Mecca, the reſt being of” no if 
particular colour or ſtuff. Upon the pall lie: 
ſome of the beſt cloaths belonging to the de- 
ceaſed. 

The corpſe being carried out, a number of | 
Sheiks with their tattered banners walk firſt, 
then come the male friends, and after them the | 
corpſe, carried on a bier upon men's ſhoul- 
ders, with the head foremoſt; and as every | 
paſſenger thinks it meritorious to-lend ſome 
ittle help on theſe ſolemn occaſions, the bear- 
ers are often reheved. The neareſt male rela- 
tions immediately follow, and the women with | 
dreadful ſhrieks cloſe the proceſſion, while the 
men all the way ſing prayers out of the Ko- 
ran. Thus they proceed to a moſque, where 
the bier is ſet down in the court-yard, and a 
ſervice ſaid by the Imam: after which it1s car- 
ried, in the ſame order as before, to the bury- 
ing place, of which there is only one public 
in the city, all the others being in the fields, 
The graves, which lie eaſt and weſt, are lined 
with ſtone, The corpſe is taken out, and put 
on the right fide, in a poſture between ſitting 
and lying, with the head to the weſtward, fo 
that the face may be to the ſouth, towards 
Mecca : a little earth being put behind the body 
to keep it ſteady, the grave is covered with 
long ſtones that go acroſs, and prevent the 
earth they put over them from falling in ww 
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the corpſe. The Imam throws on the firſt 
handful of earth, ſaying a prayer for the ſoul 
of the deceaſed, and exhorting ſuch as hear 
him-ro be mindful of their end. After him, 
every one preſent throws on a handful of earth, 
faying, © God be merciful to the deceaſed,” 
The neareſt relations pray at the grave on the 
third, ſeventh, and fortieth days, as alſo the 
day twelve-month after the perſon's deceaſe ; 
2nd every Monday or Thur/day the women ftrew 
the grave with leaves and flowers, The men 
wear no mourning, but the women lay aſide 
their ornaments, and wear their graveſt colour- 
ed cloaths. : 

- We ſhall now take a view of the cuſtoms and 
a- manners of the Chriſtians, who compoſe ſo con- 
th BY fiderable a part of the city. In wc, their 
he BY fats they are generally very rigorous : but if 
o- I 2 phyſician declares their life to be in danger, 
re the Greeks, Syrians, and Maronites, will often 
a break their faſt; but the Armenians are gene- 
r- BW rally ſo very ſtrict in this particular, that not 
y- Wt even the preſervation of life can prevail on them 
lic to interrupt it for a fingle day. 

s. The 1 N women, when they go abroad, 
ed are as cloſely veiled as thoſe· of the Turks ; but 
ut they are ſeldom permitted to go any where but 
ng to church, to the bagnio, to their phyſicians, 
ſo or now and then to viſit a relation. A few of 
ds them allow their wives two or three times a 
dy WW year to go to the gardens ; but others, though 
th WW they are not a mile from their houſes, never 
he W aw one in their lives. 
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times about the court in a noiſy proceſſion, and 


De. Rosskr's DESCRIPTION 
They are generally contracted while chil, 


dren by their parents; and there being no ma. 


m1. 


terial difference in the marriage ceremonies 
the different ſes, adeſcription of thoſe of the 
Maroxnites may ſerve as a ſpecimen of all the 
reſt, The bride having been demanded, the 
bridegroom's relations are invited to an enter 


bridegroom, who has not yet appearey. 5 for he 
is by cuſtom obliged to hide himſelf, and © 
not to be found, till they have made a ſeem- 


way ſtrict ſearch for him. This is done, and 
he 


5 


eing Wage and dreſſed in his work | 


oaths, great noiſe and xejoicings are made. 


le and the brideman are now led ſeveral | 


en conducted into a room, where their wed- 
ding cloaths are laid out in form : a Prieſt then 
wy 2 long prayer over them ; and being dreſſ- 
ed, they are led hack into the court, with the 
ſame ceremony as before. At midnight, or 2 

N after, the relations, accompanied by 
all of both ſexes Who have been invited to the 
wedding, again return in proceſſion to the houſe 
where the bride is, muſic playing before them, 
and each holding a candle. On their coming 
to the door it is ſhut againſt them; and on 
their knocking and demanding the bride, they 
are refuſed Ln Upon which a m 
fight enſues ; but the bridegroom's party are 

TT Se always 
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always conquerors, The women then lead the 
bride out of the chamber, covered all over with 
2veil, and ſhe is carried in proceſſion to the 
bridegroom®s, accompanied only by one or two 
of her ſiſters, or neareſt female relations. Be- 
ing ſeated among the women at the upper-end 
of the room, ſhe continues covered with a veil 
of red gauze, and, like a ſtatue, muſt neither 
ſpeak nor move, except riſing to every perſon 
who comes into the room, which is notified to 
her by one of the women who fits by her; for 
ſhe muſt nat open her eyes. The remainder 
of the night 1s paſſed in noiſy mirth, by each 
ſex in their ſeparate apartments, there being 
no want of ſweetmeats, fruit, wine and arrack ; 
for now few retire to reſt. 

At about nine the next morning the Biſho 
or Prieſt comes to perform the ceremony. All 
the women are veiled : the bride ſtands entire- 
ly covered, ſupported by two. women, the 
bridemaid ſtanding by to keep the veil well ad- 
juſted. The bridegroom, dreſſed in a gaudy 
robe, going in with the Biſhop, is placed on 
the bride's left hand, with his brideman by 
(2 tim ; and a ſhort ſervice being performed, the 
by Biſhop puts a crown. firſt on the bridegroom's 
he head, and then on the heads of the bride, the 
uſe brideman and bridemaid. Afterwards joining 
m, the hands of the bridegroom and bride, he con- 
ng Enues the ſervice, and after ſome time puts a 
on ring on the bridegroom's knger, and delivers 
7 another to the bridemaid to be put on that of 
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the bride. Near the conclufion of the ſervice. 
re WM he ties a piece of tape or ribbon round the 


ys bride- 
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groom's neck, and in the afternoon a Prieſt 
comes to take it of, The ceremon being 
concluded, the bridegroom, and all the men, 
retire again to their own apartment, where they 


ſhop ſtays, which 1s not long 3 for dinner be- 


others, he ſoon dines and takes his leave; on 
which they inſtantly reſume their - noiſy mirth, 
Great quantities of proviſions are dreſſed, and 
ſeveral tables covered, both for dinner and ſup- 


rack, coffee, and tobacco. 

At about eleven or twelve at night, the 
bridegroom is led in proceſſion to the bride's 
Free Uh where preſenting her a glaſs of wine, 


compliment, is conducted back with the ſame 


continues playing, buffoons and other of their 
diverſions are going forwards, and the houſe is 
uſually full of company, till the next day in the 
afternoon, when they all retire, except a few 
intimate friends, who ſup with the bridegroom, 
and about midnight. leave him heartily fa- 
tigued, to retire to the bride's chamber. 

All who have been invited to the wedding 
ſend preſents, and for ſeveral days after the 
marriage 1s conſummated, flowers are ſent to 
the bride by all her female acquaintance. On 
that day ſeven- night after the celebration 
the marriage, the bride's relations come to vi- 
fit her, mY an. entertainment is provided for 
them, But in this country it is not — 


drink coffee, and ſit very gravely while the Bi- 


ing immediately ſerved up for him and a few 


per; and there is uſually plenty of wine, ar- 


ſhe drinks to him, and he having returned the 


ceremony. The muſic during the whole time 


1 ts. 
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| other officers, with druggomen of their own na- 
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for a bride to ſpeak to any perſon for at leaſt a 
month, except a few words to her huſband ; 
and this the Armenians are ſo unreaſonable as to 
extend to a year. The old women generally 
give them a ftrit charge about this, particu- 
larly not to talk to the. huſband. too ſoon, _ 
The Europeans or Franks reſiding in Aleppo 
are chiefly Engliſb and French. Of the former 
are the Conſuf, the chaplain, chancellor, phy- 
fician, ten merchants, and the cheaux, an offi- 
cer of ceremony, the ſame with one among the 
Turks of that name, who walks before the 
Conſul with a ſtaff tipped with ſilver: he alſo 
takes care of the letters, and is employed as a 
meſſenger. The French have a Conſul, and the 


tion, and doable the number of merchants and 
clerks. Under the protection of the French 
are likewiſe three convents in the city, and a 
college of Jeſuitt. The Dutch have a Conſul 
reſiding here, but no other perſon of that coun- 
try. There are alſo a few Venetian merchants 
and [talian Fews. The greateſt part of the 
European merchants live in kanes, in the prin- 
cipal quarter of the city ; in which the ground 
floor ſerves for their warehouſes, and the up- 
per ſtory 1s fitted up for their dwellings, by 
buildings between the pillars of the colonade, 
forming a long corridore, opening on which 
are a number of rooms, ſo that they much re- 
ſemble cloyſters; and as theſe merchants are 
unmarried, and their communication with the 
people of the country is almoſt ſolely on 
account of trade, their way of liſe = : 

Ittle 
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little reſembles the monaſtic. They formerly 
wore the Turtiſb habit, retaining only the hat | 
and wig by way of diſtinction; but of late 
years the far greater part of them have conti- 
nued in their proper dreſs. 
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Of the Beafts, Birds, Iaſects, and Vegetables in 
| S Y ria, and particularly near Alep po. 


| HE few black cattle near the city are 
chiefly uſed for the plough, or in draw- 
ing water for the gardens. Moſt of thoſe em- 
ployed for that purpoſe are very large, with re⸗ 
markable long legs, and great bellies. The 
other cattle of this ſpecies are ſmall, and all in 
eneral have very ſhort harns. As the Tark 
Idom eat beef, what is killed is chiefly for 
the Europeans, who have it good at all ſeaſons, 
particularly in ſummer ; the natives ſtill allow. 
ing the cattle employed to tread out the com, 
to eat what they pleaſe. . 
There are abundance of buffaloes in ſome 
parts of Syria, but near Aleppo very few, and 


thoſe chiefly kept for their milk. Mutton is | 
plentiful, fat and good, throughout the whole 
year; and lamb is to be had in every ſeaſon. 
They have here two ſorts of ſheep ; the one 
reſembling the larger kinds in Britain, only 
their tails are ſomewhat longer and thicker + 
the others are the moſt numerous, and are thoſe 
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often mentioned by travellers on account of 
their extraordinary tails, which are very broad 
and large, terminating in a ſmall appendage that 
turns back upon it, and is of a ſubſtance be- 
tween fat and marrow, uſually weighing up- 
wards of fifteen pounds; but ſuch as are of the 
largeſt breed, and have been fattened, have 
tails that ſometimes weigh fifty pounds. As 
incredible as this may ſeem, it is ſtrictly true. 
Thoſe in Aleppo being kept up in yards, are in 
no danger of injuring their tails; but in ſome 
other * where they feed in the fields, the 
ſhepherds are obliged to fix a piece of thin 
board to the under part of the tail, to prevent 
its being torn by buſhes, thiſtles, and rocks, 
as it is not covered underneath with thick wool 
like the upper part; and ſome have ſmall 
wheels to facilitate the dragging of this board 
after them: whence they have been ſaid by 
travellers. to have carts to carry their tails. 
They have likewiſe two kinds of goats, one 
reſembling thoſe in Britain, and the other as 
— for the length of their ears, as the 
above-mentioned ſheep for the largeneſs of their 
tails. Theſe goats are ſomewhat bigger than 
ours; but their ears are often a foot long, and 
of a proportionable breadth. They are chiefly 
kept for their milk, which is ſweet and well 
taſted, About the beginning of April great 
numbers are brought to the city, which are 
every morning drove through the ftreets, and 
their milk fold as they paſs, till September. 
The butter and cheeſe are bad, and made in- 
| diſcris 
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diſcriminately of the milk of cows, bufaloes, 
ſheep and goats. N 

he country abounds with two ſorts of an- 
telopes, of which that of the mountains is the 


— 


a 
moſt beautiful: its back and neck are of a dark t 
brown, and the antelope of the plain is nei. Wl a 
ther ſo ſwift nor ſo well made; yet both forts I. 
are ſo extremely fleet, that the greyhounds, Nc 
though very good, can ſeldom take them, un- In 
leſs in ſoft deep ground. ; t 
There are alſo plenty of hares; but the na- b 
tives are not fond of them, except the Arabi, WW h 
who have a very extraordinary method of dreſ- re 
ſing them. They dig a hole in the earth, o 
which they fill with light bruſh- wood, and it 
it on fire: when thoroughly lighted, the hare, Nb 
with the fkin and entrails, juſt as it was taken, It i 
is thrown into it; and after the flame has ceaſed, Wt! 
they cover up the hole with the looſe earth p. 
dug out of it, which at firſt had been laid Wb) 
round the edge fo as to grow hot. Thus it is tr 
left till they judge it to be ſufficiently roaſted; 
and then, throwing a handful of ſalt over it, Wor 
they eat it without any farther drefling. th 
In the city are kept a few tame rabbets, ba 
chiefly for the tables of the Europeans; and a . 
wild hog is ſometimes brought from abroad, Wha 
which is eſteemed by the Eng/zh as a great ra- ie 
rity. The country hkewiſe affords a Fw por- the 
cupines, that are not often taſted by the Z- 10 
ropeans; and there are land turtle and frogs in 
great abundance, which are eaten by thoſe of fur 


the Romiſh religion. 
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Of the beaſts of burden are horſes, aſles, 
mules, and three ſeveral ſorts of camels, 

Among the rocky hills are hyznas, but they 
are not ſo large as thoſe found in the moun- 
tains, ' Some writers have reported, that this 
animal will imitate the human voice, and even 
learn ſome of the ſhepherds names, ſo as to 
call them ont and devour them. But this is 
not true; for they are fonder of the flocks 
than of the ſhepherd, and will not attack men 
but in their own defence, or through exceſs of 
hunger: yet they till retain the character of 
robbing the ſepulchres, whenever they have an 
opportunity of doing it. 

Wolves and foxes are found in the plains, 
but they are ſmaller than thoſe in Europe; and 
jackals are in ſuch plenty about the gardens, 
that every evening they paſs in full cry like a 
pack of hounds, not only giving diſturbance 
by their noiſe, but making free with the poul - 
try and other proviſions. 

Though mount Taurus affords ſhelter to the 
ounce, and a few tygers are found in moſt of 
the high mountains; tho” the lion ranges on the 
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Buſſrab, and the jerboa in the deſart, and per- 
d, baps many other animals in the ſame places; 
yet our Author propoſing only to comprehend 
the parts round Aleppo, thought it unneceſſary 
to treat of them here. 
in Of domeſtic fowls, the markets of Aleppo are 
of furniſhed with the dunghill cock and hen; the 
Bagdad fowl, which is of a large breed; the 
umkin, or cock and hen without rumps; the 
Vol. XIII. R turkey, 


. © 


banks of the Euphrates between Bagdad and 
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turkey, gooſe, and duck. Of game, there ar 
in the river, in winter, wild geeſe, plenty of 
common wild ducks and mallards, ſeveral king; 
of widgeon, the water-hen, water-rail, coot, 
ſpoonbill, woodcock, and various ſorts of teal, 
with which the tables of the Europeans are ſup. 
plied. In autumn the becca-figos and witwal 
are both in ſeaſon, and the former is eſteemed 
a great delicacy, There are here alſo many 
other ſorts of wild fowl in the other ſeaſons, 
among which are pigeons, and particularly the 
carrier, formerly uſed by the Europeans for ex 
peditioufly Y the news of a ſhip's ar. 
rival at Scandaroon; but this has been diſuſed 
for many years. 

The pigeon thus employed was one that had 
young at Aleppo. Upon enquiring into the 
method of training them, Mr. Ry/el was told, 
that they were ſent down to Scandaroon in at 
open cage, and as ſoon as let go they would 
fly directly to Aleppo; but others ſaid, that the 
bird was brought to this by letting it retun 
from ſhorter diſtances on the Scandaroon road. 
All agree, that if the pigeon had been a fort 
night at Scandarvon, it was not afterwards to be 
truſted to fly back, left it ſhould have forgot 
its young, and conſequently not be ſo eager 
to get home. A ſmall piece of paper, with 
the ſhip's name, day of arrival, and the mol 
material circumſtances, contained in a narrov 
compaſs, was fixed under the wing, to pre- 
vent its being deſtroyed by wet. They ali 
bathed the pigeon's feet in vinegar, in ordet 
to keep them cool, that it might not ſeat” 
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drink or waſh itſelf, which would have de- 
ſtroyed the paper. An £Eng/i gentleman, who 


known one of them arrive in two hours and a 


half. 
The falcons bred to the taking of hares and 


but, though caught wild, they train them in a 
few days to fly at their prey. For antelope 
ny hunting, they chuſe ſuch as are fierce : theſe 


are taught to fix upon the cheek of the animal, 
which retards its motion till the greyhounds 
come up. But for hunting the hare they prefer 
ſuch falcons as are not diſpoſed to fix upon her, 


in the air between each blow, retard the hare 
till an ordinary greyhound can ſeize her. 


They have here a ſmall hawk of the ſize of 


1 a pigeon, but ſo fierce that it will fly at any 
a thing, and will often take the largeſt eagles, 
aof which there are plenty in this country. 
the They were formerly trained to ſeize the eagle 


under the wing, by which means deprivin 
him of the uſe of it, they would both fall to 
rt. the ground together: but their preſent method 
be is to ſeize him on the back between the two 
got wings, which has the ſame effect; but bring- 
cer ing him down more flowly, gives the falconer 
i dme to come in to the hawk's aſſiſtance ; in 
of WM which if he is not very expeditious, the hawk 
on! is in either caſe ſpeedily torn to pieces. 
re · ¶ Befides the birds for food and ſport, the coun- 
try alſo produces the black vulture, a few peli- 
cans, the ſtork, the owl, a kind of jay, whoſe 
| "6 feathers 


antelopes are of two kinds, and both large; 


but by repeated A on the head, riſing 
l 


remembered this practice, ſaid that he ha 
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feathers are beautifully variegated with blue, 
green, and brown ; two ſorts of the crane, 


one a fine bird, which the natives often tame 
in their houſes and court-yards ; the heron, 


the flamingo, the cormorant, the black-cap, 
a ſort of gull, which are in great numbers about 


the city all the winter, and ſo tame that the 
women call them from the terraces, throwing 
up pieces of bread, which -they catch in the 
air; and many others, beſides a variety of 
ine ae birds. 

f the reptiles and inſc&s, the country 
abounds with ſerpents of various kinds, many 
of them of the moſt venomous nature ; but as 
they all fly from man, and the barrenneſs of 
the fields in ſummer, the only ſeaſon in which 
they are abroad, there is but little danger of 
treading upon them by accident. However, in 
the houſes are often found large white ſnakes ; 
but our Author never knew any one bit by 
them. The ſcolopendra and ſcorpion indeed 
often ſting the natives in their houſes, which 
cauſes pain for ſeveral hours, attended with no 
other bad conſequences. Various kinds of 
lizards are found over the whole country, and in 
the gardens are tree-frogs. But toads are ſcarcely 
ever ſeen at Aleppo, though they are common 
upon the coaſt. | x | 

The locuſts ſometimes appear in ſuch incre- 
dible multitudes, as to deftroy all the verdure 
wherever they paſs : but though there are every 
{pring and ſummer ſome of two or three dif- 
erent ſpecies to be met with about Aleppo, none 


of theſe deſtructive ſwarms happened while our 
| Author 
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Author was at that city, The Arabs eat theſe 
inſets when freſh, and alſo ſalt them up as a 
delicacy. | 
Of the inſects of uſe there are only the bees, 
which produce excellent honey, and the filk- 
worm. There 1s indeed but little filk produced 
near Aleppo; but that being the market to 
which it is brought from all parts of Syria, great 
a are annually ſent from thence to 
ritain. g 
With reſpect to the vegetables of this coun- 
try, Turky wheat, barley, cotton, lentils, beans, 
cicers, Turky millet, a green kidney bean, 
muſk-melons, water-melons, a ſmall cucumber, 
baſtard-faffron, hemp, and ſeveral others, they 
ſow in the fields: but about Aleppo they fow 
no oats, their horſes being all fed. with. barley. 
The harveſt commences with the barley about 
the beginning of May, and both that and the 
wheat are generally all reaped by the twentieth 
of that month. As ſoon as it is cut down, or 
rather plucked up, which is the more uſual 
way, it 15 carried to a neighbouring ſpot of hard 
even ground, where 1t is ſeparated from the 
huſk by a machine like a ſledge, which runs 
upon two or three rollers, drawn by horſes, 
cows, or aſſes. In theſe rollers are fixed low 
iron wheels notched like the teeth of a ſaw, and 
pretty ſharp, at once cutting the ſtraw, and 
ſeparating the grain. Their granaries are ſub- 
terraneous caverns, the entry to which is by a 
ſmall hole like a well, often in the highway; 
and as. they are commonly left open when 


3 empty, 
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empty, render it not a little dangerous 
riding 1 night near the villages. 2 
Near the city tobacco is planted only in the 
8 ; but near the villages, at about ten or 
fteen miles diftance, a large quantity is planted 
in the fields, and all the hills from Shogre to 
Latachia produce ſuch plenty of it, that this 
vegetable is no inconſiderable branch of trade, 
particularly with Eg ypr. 
The olives produced about the city are little 
more than ſufficient to ſerve the inhabi- 
tants for pickling. But at Zalib, about thirty 
miles to the ſouth-weſt, and at the neighbour- 
ing villages, their large plantations afford a- 
bundance of oil, with which, and the aſhes 
brought by the Arabs from the deſart, a great 
quantity of ſoap is annually made both at 
Aleppo and Edlib. 3 | : 
The vineyards round the city Ar pretty 
good grapes; but the wine made by the Chri- 
ftians and Jews is produced from grapes and 
alſo raiſins brought from ſame diſtance. From 
the ' raiſins alſo, when mixed with aniſeeds, 1s 
drawn a ſtrong ſpiritꝭ to which they give the 
name of arrack; and of this the Chrif:ans and 
Jeus drink pretty freely. The inſpiſſated 
Juice of the grape is brought to the city in 
ſkins, and fold in the public markets; it has 


the appearance of coarſe honey, and is of 2 


ſweet taſte. 

Of the fruits of this conntry, there are only 
two or three forts of apples, and thoſe very 
bad. They have cherries, apricots, peaches ; 
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indifferent good pears, quinces, pomegranates 
of three ſorts, mulberries, oranges, lemons ; 
figs of four kinds, walnuts, hazle-nuts, piſta- 
chio nuts, c. Theſe: trees are all ſtandards 
planted promiſcuouſly, and little improved by 
culture. 3 

The country alſo produces ſeveral kinds of 
foreſt trees, as the plane, the white poplar, 
the horn- beam, a very few oaks, the aſh, the 
tamariſk, the turpentine tree, and many others. 

There are here likewiſe a great variety of 
garden plants and flowers, which render the 
country extremely pleaſant in ſpring, before the 
great heats have ſcorched them up, and after 
the ſucceeding rains have revived their beau- 
tles. 
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CHAP, I. 


The Ambaſſadors ſet out on their Travels; but be- 


ing ſhipwrecked, eſcape to the Iſland of Hog- 
land, and are afterwards ſet on ſhore on the 
Coaft of Livonia: A Deſcription of Livonia, 
and of the City of Revel, with the Ceremonies 
of Marriage uſed by the Livonians. They pro- 
ceed to Narva, are met by the Moſcovite Pri- 
ftaff, who conduchs them to Novogorod, which 
is deſcribed. Their Entrance into Moſcow, 
and their Reception in that City. An Account 
of the annual Proceſſion in which the Moſco- 
vites repreſent the Entrance of our Saviour in- 
to Jeruſalem, and the Manner in which they 
celebrate Eaſter, : 


| Ot DERIC Duke of Hol/tin, after the 
building of the city of Frederickfadt, re- 
ſolved to ſettle the filk trade there; and as filk 
was 


ke of Holftein, 
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was then brought by land from Perſia by the 
way of Moſcowy, he, in the year 1633, ap- 
pointed Philip Cruſius, his Privy Counſellor, 
and Otto Brugman a merchant of Hamburgb, his 
Ambaſſadors to the Czar and the Sophi. As 
their firſt voyage to Ruſſia is but little intereſt- 
ing or inſtructive, we ſhall here omit it, and 
proceed to the ſecond, when they ſet ſail from 
Hamburgh, with a numerous retinue, on the 
21ſt of October 1635; but meeting with ſeve- 
ral ſtorms, and at laſt finding it impoſſible to 
ſave the ſhip, the Ambaſſadors, with ſome of 
their retinue, were on the 8th of Nowember car- 
ried aſhore to the iſland of Hagland. How- 
ever, all the men, the greateſt part of the 
goods, and ſeven horſes were ſaved; their chief 
loſs being a clock valued at 10001. ſterling, 
which was broken to pieces by the horſes ſtrug- 
gling to get looſe, 

They now ſheltered themſelves in ſome mi- 
ſerable cottages inhabited by Livonians, where 
they dried their cloaths; but their provi- 
ſions being either loſt or ſpoiled by the ſea- 
water, they were under the greateſt apprehen- 
fions of being reduced to feed on the bark of 
trees, as had been the caſe of ſome who had 
been forced to winter in that iſland. The 
however ſupplied their preſent neceſſities with 
what little, biſcuit they had ſaved, which being 
ſoaked in falt water they boiled in freſh,- and 
putting in ſome fennel and cummin ſeed they 
made it into pottage; and ſometimes they had 


the happineſs of catching a few fiſh, 
The 


* * 
* * 


106 TRAVELS of 2h: Holſtein Ambaſſadors 


The iſle of Hegland, which is ſo named from 
its height, . ſeen at a great diſtance at 
ſea. It is about three leagues in length, and 
one in breadth, and is covered with rocks, fir- 
trees and thorns. , 

On the 17th the Ambaſſadors prevailed on 
two fiſhing-boats to tranſport them to the con- 
tinent, with five attendants in each; but it 
being twelve leagues over, they had ſcarce 


, failed five, when the wind turning againſt 


them, they with much difficulty perſuaded the 
fiſhermen not to return back, but to land them 
on an iſland, which they reached before night, 
where they were obliged to ſup upon a piece 
of Milan cheeſe : however, the next day, after 
ſuffering ſeveral ſqualls of wind, they landed 
in the province of Eflonia. Four days after, 
two barks being forced into Hog/and by fireſs 
of weather, thoſe who had been left there took 
this opportunity of being carned with the re- 
maining baggage and horſes to the continent, 
where they ſafely arrived on the 24th, and af- 
ter having ſtaid ſome days to refreſh them- 
ſelves, proceeded from thence to Revel, which 
they reached on the ſecond of Nowember. 
Rewel is a port town of Livonia, and the ca- 
pital of Eſtonia or Eaſt Land. It is ſituated in 
24 eaſt longitude, and in 59 north latitude, 
upon the ſouth entrance of the Gulph of Fin- 
land. It is a large city, and, as 1t has one 


of the moſt commodious harbours in the Bal- 
tic, was for above 300 years a member of the 
Hanſeatic League. The caſtle is built up- 
on a rock, and is ſurrounded by precipices 


e woos BS. e „ $$ tou 2 © ow EG & =@, © an ov mor & 


dS  #A e XX Ftwis- 


” Tp WW ov wow 2 v» = oa 


—_ _ = = = 
* . _ \ ' Fa A —_ > 


ä 
468 8 


through Mos covr into PERRS1A. 10% 
on all ſides, except towards the city. The 
inhabitants profeſs the Lutheran religion, and 
their. eccleſiaſtical affairs are managed by a 
Connery and Superintendant. Their poli- 
tical conſtitution is democratical; the Magi- 
ſtrate being obliged in affairs of moment to 
take the advice of the chief men of all the 
Corporations. 1 
' Livonia is bounded by the Gulph of Fir- 
land on the north; by Ingria and Great Nows- 
gored on the eaſt ; by Lithuania and Courland 
on the ſouth ; and by the Baltic on the weſt. 
It is about 160 miles long, and 120 broad; 
and is uſually divided into Efonia, and Let- 
tenland or Lefticia, Its chief towns are Rewvel, 
Narva, and Riga, which have all good har- 
bours. Livonia abounds in all ſorts of grain, 
and more particularly in wheat, the grounds 
having been much improved and fitted for til- 
[age y ſetting the great foreſts on fire, the 
aſhes of which have enriched the foil. The 
have alſo abundance of cattle and fowl, which 
are much cheaper here than in Germany; a hare 
ng, ſold for four pence, and a heath-cock 
for ſix pence. 

The inhabitants of Livonia were involved 
in the darkneſs of Paganiſm till the twelfth 
century, and moſt of them are ſtill ſo addicted 
to their pagan ſuperſtitions, as ſcarce to de- 
ſerve the name of Chriftians, The ordinary 
women of Z/onia wear their petticoats with- 
out plaits, and on their backs have little braſs 
chains, with counters of the ſame metal hang- 


ing at the ends. Thoſe who have the ambi- 


tion 
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© tion to appear in a high rank have a necklace 


of plates of filver, of the ſize of crown ct 
half-crown pieces, but no thicker than the back 
of a kniſe; and upon the breaft hangs one az 
large as a trencher. Both men and women are 
cloathed either in coarſe woollen ſtuff or linen, 
and their ſhoes are either of the bark of trees 
or of raw leather. Maids wear nothing on 
their heads, but let their hair hang careleſsly 
— 7 g 1 
The ceremonies after marriage are peculiar to 

themſelves; for if a country fellow marries one 
of another town or village, he goes thither on 
Horſeback, ſets her behind him, and makes 
her claſp him round with her right arm, hold- 
ing in his hand a flick cleft at the end with a 

iece of braſs money in it, which he gives to 
E who opens a wicket, through which he is 
to paſs. Before him rides à perſon playing on 
a bagpipe, and two of his friends with naked 
ſwords, who ſtrike with them twice againſt the 
door of the houſe where the marriage is to be 
. conſummated. As ſoon as the bridegroom is 
ſeated, one of the ſwords is tuck in a beam 
over his head, to prevent the effects of charms, 
for which purpoſe' the bride alſo ſcatzers many 
little pieces of red cloth on the road, eſpecially 
at the croſs ways, and upon the graves of ſuch 
children as have died without baptiſm, who are 
commonly buried in the highway. The bride 
fits at table with a veil over her face; and be- 
fore the gueſts have been long ſeateff, they 


both riſe and go to bed, but return about two 


hours after, and ſit down with the reſt. an 
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till they fall down upon the floor. 

Jo this account of Livonia by the Secretary 
of the Embaſſy, let it be added, that dreadful 
were the calamities ſuffered by this fertile 
country in the beginning of the preſent cen- 
tury ; for while the 22 and Swedes were 
contending for its dominion, the Czar Peter 
the Great, fearing that he ſhould be unable to 
keep the poſſeſſion of that part he had taken 
from the Swedes, ſuffered the Calmucks and 
other Tartars in his army to commit unparal- 
lelled barbarities : and afterwards, when he 
had conquered the whole country, obſervin 
that the natives were fonder of their old 8255 
ters than of the Ry/ians, he cruelly compelled 
the inhabitants to abandon the place of their na- 
tivity, driving multitudes of them in chains to 
the confines of the Caſpian Sea. The Cza- 
rina Catharine, who was born in Livonia, after- 
wards prevailed on him to recal them; but 
moſt of them periſhed before the publication 
of the edict: and other Ry/ian nations being 


„ of Elizabeth the preſent Czarina. 


a to Gotrorp for new credentials, and one of the 

Interpreters who had been diſpatched to Moe 
cow with an, account of the ſhipwreck of the 
Ambaſſadors, being returned, they ſent their 
baggage in 31 ſledges, and a few days after 
7 Wfollowed them: On the 5th of March they ar- 

nved at Narva, a large city and port of Livg- 
xa, ſituated in the diſtrict of Allentaten, upon 


feaſt is concluded with dancing and drinking, 


introduced here, it remains in the poſſeſſion F 
>Zarit . W456 
Y But to proceed: A Page who had been fent | 
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very dangerous in winter, When the ground i; 
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for them on the frontiers, they immediately ſet 


ſables. They advanced flowly to meet esch 
other, till coming up t 
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the river Narva, which riſes out of the laks 
Peipus, and two leagues below the town fall 
into the Gulph of Finland. About half a:leapue 
above this town is a cataract, the waters of 
which break with ſuch violence upen the rocks, 
that a kind of dewy cloud riſing up high into 
the air, affords, in a ſunſhiny day, the appear- 


from Raa. There is a ſtrong caſtle on the 
ſame ſide of the river as the town, and on the 
other fide is the caſtle of Juanggorod, built by 
the Moſcovites on a ſteep rock, which forms 4 
kind of peninſula. Betwixt Revel and Narus i - 
are abundance of bears and wolves, which at 


- 'They left Narwa on the 5th of March ; and 
having received news on the th, while they 
were at Orlin, that the Ruſien Priſtaff waited 


out to meet him, and, having travelled about 
a league, found him in a wood, attended h/ 
24 Strelitzers and go ſledges. The Priſtaff no 
Tooner perceived the Ambaſſaders alighting, 
but he came out of his ſledge, eloathed in 
veſt of flowered velvet, with a gold chain acroſ: 
his breaſt, his upper garment being lined with 


5 ther the Ambeſſadors 
pulled off their hats, when the Prittaff cried, 
s, be uncovered ; and being told that 
he ſaw they were ſo, he began to read his pa- 

. Knez Peter Alarioguitæ Repuin, Way⸗ 


« wode of Nevegored, has ſent me an order fron 
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u the Great Lord Czar, and Grand Duke, Ce. 
« to receive the Ambaſſadors Philip Crufius and 
4 Otto Drugman, and to accommodate you with 
4 horſes, carriages, proviſions, and all other 
« neceſſaries for the continuation of your jour» 
<6 ney-to- Nowogorod, and thence to Moſcow.” 
The Am ors returned' him thanks, and 
he having given them the precedency, accom- | 
 panied them to Nowogored; which is 40 German 
from Narva. They arrived there on 
the rith,, when the Priſtaff took the prece- 
dency of the Ambaſſadors, for which he had 
received expreſs. orders from the Waywode of 
Nowogered. 
This city is ſituated in a ſpacious plain, upon 
the river Volcuſſ which riſing from the lake of 
timer, half a league above the city, and crofling | 
the lake of Zawegaz is augmented. by the river 
Niova, and: diſcharges itſelf into the Gulph ß 
Finland. It abounds in all ſorts. of fiſh, but | 
eſpecially in bream. The city was formerly 7 
governed by its own Prince, Who was inde- 
——_ of the Czar of Maſcovy. Here the 
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12 Tons had their office; for the river be- 
ning navigable from its ſource, and the country 

ofs W round about abounding in honey, flax, hemp, 

in wheat, wax, and Nuſſia leather, which is better MM 
> MW drxeſſed here than in any other part of My/cowy, | 
ors this became the chief trading city of all the 

ed, r. it being anciently a proverb, Mo can 

hat # God, and the great city off Nowogorod ? In- 

pa- 2 from the number —— and the 
wins of the wallb, it ſufficiently- appears, that 

om it was of much larger extent than at preſent, |, - 
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and with great propriety obtained the nanie of 
Nowvogored Veliki, or Novogurod the Great. 

The caſtle, which 1s on the other fide of the 
river, is the reſidence of the Governor, and iz 
joined to the city by a bridge. Oppoſite to 
the caſtle is the monaſtery of St. Anthony, who 
the Maſcovites pretend came from Rome down 
the Tyber, and then failing over the ſeas upon 
-a mill-ſtone;came up their river to Nowogored, 
They alſo ſay, that meeting with ſome fiſher. 
men in this river, he agreed with them for the 
firſt draught they ſhould take; which proving 
a cheſt of prieſt's veſtments, books, and mo- 
ney, he beſtowed the laſt in building a chapel, 
where he lies interred ; and many miracles are 
ſaid to be wrought there by his body, The 
pilgrims have been ſo liberal in their gifts to 
this chapel, that a great monaſtery has been 
erected near it. In the chapel they ſhew a 


thony performed his voyage. | 


and others made them ſeveral preſents of re- 
freſhments, in return for which the Ambaſia- 
dors preſented the Governor with a coach. 
Having ſtaid in this city five days, they pro- 
ceeded forward- on the 16th of March, and on 
the 23d reached Taver, when the ſnow begin- 
ning to melt, they left their ſledges, and travel- 
led ſix leagues upon the Vega to Goreara 3 and 
then the ice beginning to give way, they con- 


# tinued their journey by land, till they arrived 


at NicolaDarebna, within two leagues of Moſcow, 
where they received the Czar's orders for their 
553 ; 1 * | : entry, 


7 


»» 


mill- ſtone, ſaid to be that upon which St. A2. 


While they were at Nowegorod, the Governor 
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entry, which was made the next day in the fol- 
lowing order. | 
In the front marched 24 Co//acks, who had q 
hitherto been their guard; then the ſteward to 
the Ambaſſadors ; next followed their officers 
and gentlemen; three abreaſt; then three trumpe- 
ters, with filver trumpets; then fix carabineers, 
followed by the Ambaſſadors in two ſledges, 
with ſix partizans on both ſides. The edges 
were followed by the pages; then came the reſt 
of the train on E and afterwards the 
baggage. rag 
Being come within half a league of the city, 
they were met by ſeveral companies of Mzy/co- 
wites, Tartars and Germans, who having taken 
a a view of them, returned to the city; and ſoon 
after ſeveral troops of Maſcowite horſe advanc- 
ing, encompaſſed them on all ſides, and pro- 
ceeded with them towards. Moſcow. At the 
diſtance of about an Engliſb mile from the gates 
they were met by two Priſtaffs followed by the 
Czar's Maſter of the Horſe, with twenty white 
led horſes, and a great number of attendants. 
They were no ſooner come within twenty paces 
of the Ambaſſadors, but they let them know 
that they muſt alight and come to them, and 
would not leave their ſledges, nor uncover 
themſelves, till the Ambaſſadors had done both; 
for if the Priſtaffs had neglected theſe puncti- 
hos, they would not only have been turned out 
of their places, but have been ſeverely whipt 
or cudgelled. The Priſtaffs then complimented 
the Ambaſſadors in the name of the Czar, and 
letting them know that he had granted them 
| L 3 the 
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the favour of making their entry upon his 
own horſes, the Czar's Maſter 7 the Horſe 

preſented two very fine white horſes for the 
bong _ twelve more for the 

ab perſons of their train. U which 
— conducted through a double file of — 
— gra e near the caſtle, and hay. 

entered their lodgings, a variety of meats 

= drinks were — jr drought them 
from: the Czar's kitchen and — After. 
wards their daily allowance was fixed, and the 
doors of their houſe guarded by a Corporal and 
nine Strelitzers, till they had their firſt audi. 
ence. 

On the 3d of April they were conducted to 
their firſt public audience through a body of 
Strelitzers, — made a lane from their houſe 
to the caſtle. After this audience, which only 
-confifted in compliments of thanks to the Car, 
they returned to their lodgings, and it 
Lent, one of the Czar's carvers followed 
with 40- diſhes of fried and boiled fiſh, and 
twelves forts of liquors for their drinking: in 
return the Ambaſſadors made the carver a pre- 
fent of a piece w . plate, and gave two 
— — to each of the perſons who carries the 
5 — omg of April they had a conference 
wich _ _— „ and = 
10 3 P Sunday, t ha exp 
ed their debe of ſeeing 7 — 
in which the Mo/covites repreſont the entrance 
of our Saviour into Jrrſalaa, horſes were ſent 
- —_ them and their retinus to 2 yy 
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through Moscovr inte Prnzra. 115 
the eaſtle · gate; where two finalF theatres were 
erected for that purpoſe ;. one for them, and 
the other for the Perfiar Ambaſſador, who far - 
behind them. 

Aſter the ſervice was performed in our Lady's 
church, the Czar and Patriarch came from 
thence out of the caſtle in the following order. 12 | 
_= appeared a boarded chariot, which was ve- | 

arge bet low, dra after it a tree, on 
hich ———— Srewgy bo and grapes, and 

ur kitty with — . — ſinging 

Hoſanna. Then came a conſiderable number 
of Prieſts in their furplices and copes, with 
banners, eroſſes, and pictures faſtened to lon 
les; ſome of them finging, and others ca 
incenſe among the-people. They were fol- 
lowed by the Czar's Factors, and theſe by the 
Diaken, Clerk; Secretaries, Enes, and Boy- 
ars, witk branches of palm in their hands; 
after whom came the "Car himſelf, with a 
crown on his head, and moſt magnificently 
dreſſed 3 ted by his two principal Coun- 
ſellors of inte, and leading by the bridle the 
Patriarch” » heal, which was covered with cloth, 
| and dreſſed up like an aſs. The Patriarch 
| had a white round fattin cap adorned with 

lo, and about it a very rich coronet ; and 
[a his right hand he carried a croſs richly ſet | 
| with diamonds, with which he gave his bene- In 
dition to the ſpectators. He was ſurrounded i 
by - fome Metropolitans and Biſhops, and 
followed by a great number of Prieſts with 
books and cenſers in their hands. Fifty boys 
Sn keen to leave their red caſſocks on the 
ground, 
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ground, while others ſpread pieces of cloth. of 
an ell ſquare, along the way where the pro. 
ceſſion paſſed. n 1 adile ads 

The Czar being come oppoſite the theatre 
where the twoAmbaſladors were placed, ſtopped 
and ſent his interpreter to inquire after their 
health, and ſtaid till their anſwer was brought 
him. The proceſſion then proceeded. to the 
church, and having continued there about half 
an hour, returned back to the caſtle. 'The Patri- 
arch 1s obliged to preſent the Czar with a purſe 
of 400 crowns, for the honour he does him on 
this occaſion, in leading the horſe on which he 
rides. This ceremony is obſerved en the ſame 
day throughout all Ms/copy, the Governors of 
the provinces and the Metropolitans ſupply- 
ing the places of the Czar and Patriarch, 

On the 17th of April the Ambaſſadors ſaw 
them celebrate Eaſſer Day, with great rejoic- 
ings, which chiefly conſiſt in feaſting and de- 
bauchery, the public houſes being filled in the 
day, and the fireets at night, with drunken peo- 
ple, as well eccleſiaſtics as laics of both ſexes. 
On this day many ſell painted eggs, which for 
fourteen days after the Mo/cowtes fend as pre- 
ſents to their ſriends, and if during this time 
they happen to meet, they kiſs with this ſalu- 
tation, Chri/ies wwos chref?, that is, Chrift is ri- 
Jen: to which the others anſwer, It in was 
chreſt, Truly he is riſen ; when he that kiſſes 
firſt, preſents an egg to the other, which, as 
well as the kiſs, no body, of what ſex, age, or 
quality ſoever, dares to refuſe. The Czar 
himſelf preſents ſuch eggs to his progeny 

| | 9 
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Lords, and on Zafter Day, before he goes to 
church, he viſits the priſons, and orders an 


egg and ſome ſheep-ſkin fur to be given to each 


of the priſoners, telling them that this is a day 
of rejoicing, /ince Chrift who died for their fins 
js now riſen again. \ | i 

The two Ambaſſadors had afterwards ſeve- 
ral conferences with the Czar's Commiſſio- 
ners. After which he went into the country, 
and on the 15th returned with the Czarina, at- 
tended by a great retinue of Lords and Ladies, 
among whom 36 Maids of honour rode aſtride 
on horſeback cloathed in red, with white hats 
on their heads, ſcarves of the ſame colour 
about their necks, and their faces very indeli- 
cately painted, _ 

On the zoth of Fuze the Ambaſſadors receiv- 
ed notice by the Friſtaff, that they were at li- 
berty to continue their journey into Pera 
whenever they pleaſed, and at their return they 
ſhould have the honour of kiſſing his Majeſty's 
hand, and of receiving an anſwer to their cre- 
dentials. Accordingly they made all neceflary ' 
preparations for their departure; provided 
themſelves with boats to carry them to Nia, 
and, with the Czar's permiſſion, took three 
Lieutenants, four Serjeants, and twenty-three 
common ſoldiers, who were Scots and Germans, 
and belonged to his guards, into their ſervice, 
to pron them againſt the Tartars upon the 
Volga; they alſo hired ſome Maſcowites for their 


ordinary ſervants. 
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ee of Moſcow, and 2 . 
Produce, and Inhabitants of Moſcovy 
—— an Account of their Dreſt, Manners 2 
Cuftoms. The Ceremonies of Bapti/m and Mar 
ringt, the Lord's Supper, and their Burial, 
The Orders of their Priefis. Their Churcht 
 aeferibed, and the Manner in vob ri Mob 
| covĩtes behave. in them. 


; O8C OFT receives e the 
WE river Maſca or Me/cowa, which ariſing 
Fs; in the province of Tawer, divides the 
ſuburb called SH Slaveda: from the city, 
and, aſter join — river Occa near Columna, 
falls into the V Ir is ſituated in the ver 
heart of Maſcovy, N contains about 40,000 
houſes, all of wh which, except thoſe belonging 
to the great Lords and rich — 
built of wood, and common! 
the bark of trees, upon r= 2 turf — 
times laid. This manner of building renden 
them very ſubject to take fire, ſo that there 
ſearce a month but ſome intire fireets an 
reduced to aſhes; but to remedy this inconve- 
nience, they may buy new ones ready made at 
an 
The freets of Moſcow are very broad; but 

the leaft rain renders them ſo extremely dirty, 
that they would be ſcarce paſlable, were it = 
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for beams laid 'together, which form a 
4 * 
In order to give a more perfect view of this 
city, it is proper to obſerve, that it is divided 
into four diſtinct quarters, the firſt of which is 
called Cataygorod, rom its lying in the middle of 
the reſt, and being divided from them by a brick 
wall, The river Maſca runs on the ſouth fide ' 
of this quarter, as the river NMeglina, which 
flows into the other behind the caſtle, does on 
the north. The Great Duke's palace, which 
belongs to the caſtle, reſembles à conſiderable 
city, and takes up one half of this quarter. It 
is fortified with ſeveral walls, and a good 
duch well provided with cannon. ail the 
ſteeples within the caſtle are covered with gilt 
copper, among which there are two that ſtand 
juſt within the middle, one remarkable for its 
height, and the other for its great bell, which 
weighs 36,300 pounds, and is never tolled 
but upon extraordinary occaſions, when twenty- 
four.men are always employed to pull the rape 
below in the court, and ſeveral others above 
ho labour in thruſting it forward. The royal 
, that of the Patriarch, and ſome others 
longing to the chief Boyars, ſtand at the far- 
ther end of the caſtle. There is alſo a noble 
edifice built with ſtone after the Gothic man- 
ner, for the young Prince. The Czar, how- 
ever, continues in his wooden palace on ac- 
count of its being eſteemed more healthy. The 
exchequer, the magazine of powder, and the 
ſtore-houſe for proviſions, are within the caſtle, 
There are here alſo two monaſteries for 2 


——ů—ůůů ů 


120 TRAVELS of the Holſtein Ambaſſador; 
and one for women, beſides a great number ct 


* ** | 


churches and chapels built of ſtone, amotg 
which thoſe of the Bleſſed Trinity, of St. Mar, 
St. Nicholas and St. Michael, exceed all the reſi ; 
and in the laſt are contained the tombs: of the 
Great Dukes, or Czars. | ; 

On the ſouth fide of the caſtle- gate without 


the walls is another church dedicated to the 


Bleſſed Trinity, and by ſome called Feru/alen, 
built by order of the Czar John Bafilowitz, who 


had the cruelty to cauſe the eyes of the archi- 


te& to be put out, to prevent his undertaking 

any thing like it for the future. _ 
The chief market of the city is before the 

caſtle, where there appears a great concourſe 


of people of all ranks, and many ſhops both 


there, and in all the ſtreets leading to it. It 
is obſervable, that every trade has its peculiar 
ſtation, there being not the leaſt intermixtare 
of thoſe who ſell different commodities. | 

The ſecond quarter, which ſurrounds the for- 
mer in the manner of an half-moon, is called 
the City Royal, and is encompaſſed by a wall. 
Here is the arſenal and the place for caſting the 
Czar's great guns: ſome of the nobility have 
their houſes in this quarter: here alſo are the 
Czar's ſtables, and the reſt is filled up with 
country traders, corn-chandlers, meal ſhops, 
bakers, butchers, and abundance of ' houſes 
where beer, mead, and ſtrong waters are fold. 
The third quarter, which ſurrounds the laſt- 
mentioned from the eaſt to the weſt, has the 
river Tegu/a running through it; and here, a. 


mong other chings, is the chief market for 


wooden 
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, wooden houſes, which are no ſooner purchaſed, 
than they are taken in pieces and removed to 
the places where they are wanted. | | 
The fourth quarter, which lies to the ſouth, 
on the oppoſite fide of the river Mo/ca, is for- 
uſied with wooden ramparts and baſtions, and 
is appointed for the habitations of the Strelit- 
zers, or the Czar's guards ; and here many of 
the poorer fort of the people live. | 

| The air about Mo/coxv is very healthy, ſo 

that the people ſcarce know what the plague or 
other epidemical diſeaſes are; but the cold is 

ſo exceſſive, that many feel its effects, by the 

loſs of their noſes, hands, or feet; and our +» 

Author was an eye witneſs that ſpittle would 

\ WH freeze in falling to the ground: but notwith- 

+ WH fanding this, he obſerved that the ſpring is 

not much more backward than in Germany; 

bor the ſnow which. covers the ground is very 
inſtrumental in promoting vegetation. The 
ice and ſnow render the ways ſo ſmooth, that 
the people find no inconvenience in travelling 
in their ſledges, which being well lined with 
caarle cloth, and thoſe within them cloathed 
with good furs, they are rather inclined to 
ſweat than to feel the cold, even in the midſt 
of winter. - Their horſes are alſo very fit for 
this exerciſe; for though they are low, they are 
ſwift and hardy, and will travel eight, ten or 

eren twelve leagues without halting, ſo, that a 

1. WW perſon may be conducted in this manner 50 

de leagues by a country fellow for three or four 

crowns. + 8 7 | 
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Phe heat of ſummer is however -as:trouble- 
ſome as the cold in winter; particularly from 
the vaſt multitudes of flies and gnats, which 
are very ineommodious, eſpecially to travellers, 
There are a great number of fens /{cattered over 
Mo/covy, but the land in general is ex 
fertile; for except about Mo/cow, where it u 
gravelly, the country produces more wheat and 
aſture than the inhabitants are able to con- 
ume. It is obſervable, that though the diſtridt 
of Allentalen in Livonia, and the ancient ter- 
ritories of Moſcovy, are only divided by the 
river Narva, the difference of the ſoil is plainly 
perceivable, immediately upon paſſing that 
Fiver. In Mofſcovy, Carelia, and the (northern 
parts of Livonia, they do not ſow till about 
#hree weeks before midſummer : but the ſun 
remaining ſo long above the horiaon, the com 
ſoon puts forth and -ripens, and the harveſt i 
over in Auguff, The Liveniant are however 
Forced: to dry theirs after it is brought in, with 
Ovens placed in their barns, which is attended 
with many inconveniences, while the Mo/covits 
carry theirs in dry and ready to be thraſhed. 
The country about Meo/cow affords ſeveral 
ſorts of fruit, as les, cherries, plums and 
pooleberries;; but theſe not being brought to 
perfection by a juſt degree of heat, will not keep 
ſo well as in more ſouthern countries. 'The 
Hand about Ms/cow alſo produces great quan- 
tities of melons, gourds, aſparagus; pulſe, pot- 
therbs,” cucumbers, -onions, garliek, and roots. 
Our Author was informed, that about the 


City of Samara, between the Don and the Yolo, 
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a kind of  gourds which have ſome re- 
mblance to a lamb, and is faſtened” to the 

d with a ſtalk: that repreſents. the navel- 
rin It is pretended that it changes its place 

growing, as far as the ſtalk will reach, and 
—— it turns, the graſs withers; which the 
Maſcruiter ſay is occaſioned by its feeding. 
They alſo maintain, that when it ripens, the 
ſtalks decays, and the outward rind is covered 
with a kind of hair : ſome of theſe ſkins were 
fhewn- the Ambaſſadors, covered with a ſoft 
wool,” not unlike that of a-lamb newly 
on which account they call this fruit 
— cr a lamb. 1721 * 
Honey and wax are a principal produce 
„the woods — with them to 


heck a degree, that beſides. the vaſt quantities 


conſumed by the Maſcuvites in mead and wax- 
candles, they annually export above 20,000 


quintalsof wax, each quintal being 100 weight. 


The extenſive ſoreſts of this — furniſh 
raſt numbers of heatheocks, pheaſants, par- 
tridges, wild geeſe and ducks: ſwans and 
herons are not much valued here ; and as for 

feldfares, thruſhes, larks and - other 

all — they do not think them worth 
taking. Storks are not found either in Meſcvvy 

2 but they have many ſorts of birds 


of prey, as falcons, taſſels, &c. which in the 
more northern provinces are white. There are 
here many elks and wild boars : their hares 


are generally grey, but in ſome provinces they 


turn white in winter, a, they do in Livonia; 
though i in Courland, which 1s divided from it 
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only by the river Davina, the hares never change 
their colour. = 

They have ſuch plenty of tygers, lynxez, 
bears, wolves, ſables and martens, that their 
ſeins make up the moſt conſiderable part af 
the trade of the country. fp a 
The Me/covites are for the moſt part very 
corpulent and well ſet; great beards with muſts- 
chios hanging over their lips are held in much 
veneration . They have wide and ſhort ſhirts 
without any gathering in the neck, but are 
lined with a triangular piece ſrom the ſhoulden 
down to the reins, commonly ſewed with crim- 
ſon ſilk, and ſome have fringes of the ſame 

© *Eolour in the ſeams and under the arm-pits. 
The collar is about an inch broad, which, as 
well as in other parts that are expoſed to view, 
the richer ſort embroider with ſilk or gold, and 


Aten che collar with two large pearls, or with 


gold or ſilver buttons. Their breeches are 
very large, and over theſe they wear a waiſ- 
coat which reaches down to the knees, the 
ſleeves of which are ſo long that they fold them 
into many plaits : the collar of this waaltcoat, 
being above half a quarter of an ell high, covers 
part of the head behind, and is commonly lined 
- with-pluſh or ſattin. Over this they wear a 
cloſe-bodied coat which reaches down below 
the mid-leg ; both theſe are generally made of 
callico, taffety, damaſk or ſattin, aceording to 


Herter che Great obliged them to cut off ther 
beards, ſo that they now generally wear oniy 
whiſkers, A | 
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the quality of thoſe who wear them. Theſe 
coats have a kind of broad cape which falls 
down upon their ſhoulders, upon which the 
richer ſort have gold and ſilver buttons with 
loops. Whenever they go abroad, they wear 
over this dreſs a kind of robe, which reaches 
down to their heels, of a violet or dark green 
cloth'; but the Knez and Boyars have them of 
damaſk, ſattin, and other rich filks, Inſtead 
of hats the Mo/cowites wear caps, which perſons 
of quality upon public occafions have of fables, 
or the fur of black foxes,” half an ell high; 
but thoſe they uſe in common are velvet lined 
with furs, with narrow brims, trimmed with - 
gold and filver loops, or embroidered and. 
adorned with pearls : the common people are 
contented with a cap made of ſtuff, which they 
wear in ſummer, and in the winter they wear 
cloth ones lined with ſheep-ſkins with the 
wool an. Their boots are made of Ruſſia lea- 


ther, and are ſhort with peaked toes “. 


Children of both ſexes under ten years of 
age have their hair cut, except two locks over 
their temples, their ſex being diſcovered only 
by the girls wearing in their ears braſs or filver 


_ The married women put their hair up 


under their caps, but the maids wear it in two 
treſſes, which hang down behind with a crim- 
ſon ribbon tied to the end. The habit. of the 


Maſcuvite women principally differs in the large- 


Peter the Great cauſed ſeveral alterations to 
be made in the cloaths of his ſubjects, ſo that 
they now dreſs more like the reſt of the Europeans, 
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meſs of their coats, which are wider thaw thok 


of the men. The ladies have them trimmed 


with rich wa ſilver or filk lace, or 


ſmock- ſlee ves ate four or five ells long, foltet 
upon their arms. Their caps are generally 
damaſk, or plain or lowered fartin, and fome- 


times embroidered with 


gold or filver, and 


Tined with the fur of caſtors, the hair of which 
of their foreheads; bat the 


covers 2 


maids have their caps porno lined with for 


fins. 


ſrarce any 


formed of the 
_ baſket-work, which 


11 


peaſant being 


As for the veaſents of Myfouy; "they wes 


but coarſe' canvas, and ſhoes 


_ of trees, wrought like our 
they make themdelyes, 


his own ſhoemaker: 


e — as well thoſe in an higher 


as in 4 lower rank, are very 


| honſekeepi 
Wooden or earthen diſhes. 


ng. 


g in their 
Their — 
feldom exceed three or four pots, and as = 


Some few of the 


richer fort have pewter ; but ſcarce any filve, 


except ſome drinkin 


cups, and thoſe ſo il kept, 
that they look like lead. They ſometimes hang 
" their rooms with mats. 


Some perſons of qua- 


.  lity lie upon feather-beds, the reſt upon quilts, 
- and the common people upon chaff or ſtraw, for 
want of which they make uſe of their eloaths, 
Which, in the ſummet, they lay upon a bench 
or table, and in the winter upon their ſtoves, 


Which 


rene 
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which are flat on — the whole family 
\wgr 05. non ip agg e ſame room: and 
in the country, the hogs and poultry are alſo 
admitted. | S128 

They are firangers to the delicacies of the 
more ſouthern nations: their common food is 
coarſe meat, turmps, coleworts and cucumbers, 
both freſh and pickled ; and their chief dainty 
is fiſh, which from its being ill ſalted ſmells 
very ſtrong. They are ſuſſteiently ſtocked with 
cows and ſheep, and their foreſts furniſh them 
with very fat ſwine ; but as the greateſt part 
of the year is taken up with faits, they are 
fo accuſtomed to fiſh and pulſe, that th 


| neg- 
'1:& fleſh; and like their 6ſh, herbs and pulſe 


much better. After hard drinking the Me/co- 
ewites mix roaſted veal with pickled cucumbers, 
pepper and vinegar, and eat it the next morn- 

Their ordinary drink is a kind of ſmall 
mead; beſides which they generally take a 
dram of brandy, both before and after their 


meals; but perſons in fuperior circumſtances 


have feverat ſorts of wine and ſtrong March 
beer, which they keep in ſhow all the ſammer 
ar the foflowing manner. They firſt make a 
bed of ice ſhow mixed together, u 

which they place their barrels ; upon theſe — 
lay another bed of ice and ſnow, and another 


tro of barrels, which they eover with ftraw 


and planks, that ferve inſtead of a vault, their 

cellars being uncovered. 
They generally prefer a ſtrong kind of me- 
with 


\ 
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with cherries, ſtrawberries, mulberries or raf. 
| berries, the laſt of which is moſt pleaſant. They 
put the raſberries in water. for two 'or three 
nights, till it has extracted all their taſte and 
— = : into this infuſion they put ſome of the 
fineſt honey, to each pound of which they add 
three or four pints of water, according as they 
would have it ſtronger or weaker, and to make 
it work, put into it a toaſt dipped in the dregs 
of beer, which they take out as ſoon as it 
begins to ferment, for fear of giving the liquor 
an ill taſte. If they would keep it working 1 
good while, they ſet it in a warm place; and 
if they would have it only for preſent uſe, they 
put it into a cool room. To add to the fla 
vour, they ſometimes put in a little bay filled 
with cinnamon, grains of paradiſe, and a few 
cloves. 
Drunkenneſs is ſo common a vice in Mo/c 
that ſcarce any body is exempt from it, for t 
brandy they take at their meals commonly in- 
troduces a debauch. Nay, the vulgar are io 
much addicted to this vice, that our Author 
frequently ſaw them come out of their tippling- 
houſes quite naked, and without the leaſt ſhame, 
covering the parts which in other countries 
people are taught to conceal, with only a hand- 


ful of herbs. The women are no leſs addicted 


to this vice than thę men, nothing being more 

common among them than to follow their huſ- 

bands to the tippling-houſe, where they will 

be ſure to make the cup go merrily round, and 

when their huſbands are fallen aſleep upon the 

oor, they even ſeat themſelves upon m 
| | an 
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and continue drinking til] they tumble down 
them. 2 

The Meſcowites are extremely quarrelſome and 
abufive ; but though they vent their paſſion 
with ſuch noiſe, that a ſtranger would imagine 
it impoſſible for them to part without blood- 
ſhed, yet they ſeldom draw blood, unleſs it be 
with a ſwitch or a blow with their fiſts ; th 
generally ſatisfy their revenge with a kic 
or two on the belly. Indeed, if a quarrel 
kappens between perſons of diſtinction, th 
decide it on horſeback, but not with ſword a 


piſtol; the greateſt ſtretch of their reſentment 7 


arifing a9 higher than to fight it out with a 
whi | | 
The baſe difpoſition of the Moſcowites, the 
meanneſs of their education, and that flate of 
flavery m which all from the higheft to the 
loweſt are born, have ſuch an effect upon them, 
that nothing but the cudgel and whip can bring 
them to reaſon ; and from this ſlaviſh chaſtiſe- 


ment, even the greateſt Boyars are not exempt» 


ed, who make no ſcruple of confeſſing that they 
are, the Czar's ſlaves. As they have an utter 
2 to the manners and cuſtoms of all 
greigners, they are inſenſible of the liberty 
which other nations enjoy; and the profound 
reverence they pay to their ſuperiors after they 
have received a good cudgelling, is an infallible 
demonſtration of the ſlaviſhneſs of their diſ- 
poſitions. | 
As the Lords are abſolute ſlaves to the Czar, 
ſo they keep a great number of ſlaves of their 
own, both in their country-hauſes and _— 
an 
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. a good number of horſes, and I plenty of ö 
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by à gentlewoman wi 
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and in their ſervice in the city, who in the 
night frequently commit great diſorders in the 
ſtreets of Maſcva, and alſo make the road 
about that city very unſafe for travellers, whom 
they rob and murder without remorſe. Theſe 
laves' are fold by their maſters, in the fame 
manner as we do our horſes and cows. Nay, 
= father may diſpoſe of his ſon for his own ad 
vantage; which, however, they ſeldom do, un- 
leſs it be to ſatisfy _—_— Co 

The teſt pride of perſons Any! in 
Fs aa, merry in their retinues, which how. 
ever, put them to no — expence; for tho 
they ſometimes keep fifty or ſixty ſlaves, have 


tg 


proviſions, beer, mead, and other liquors at 
their tables, yet they are furniſhed with every 


Fay - from their farms, which are cultivated 
2 


ves, who ſtand them in very littie ready 


— Beſides, moſt of the entertaĩuments of f 


the Boyars and Governors of places are only s 
made for thoſe who ſtand in need of their fa- | 


vour, and are obliged in return to make very 


conſiderable preſents. When at theſe  enter- 
they intend to ſhew a more than or- 


dinary refpe& to their friends, they permit 
them to fee and ſalute their wives. Our As- 


thor having dined with Count Les Alexander dt. 
Slakow, that nobleman introduced him into 


another room, where his Lady was richly 
dreſſed i in her wedding cloaths, and attended 
2 bottle in her hand: 

the Lady bid her fill a filver cup, and taking it 
from 'her, put it to her lips, and defired him 
to 
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to drink it off, which he having done three 
times, the Count deſi red him to kiſs her, 
which he did, after which ſhe preſented him 
with a handkerchief, embroidered round the 
edges with gold, ſilver and ſilk, and adorned 
with a deep fringe. | 

There is ſcarce a Moſcovite, of what quality 
ſoever, but has his afternoon's ſleep, for which 
reaſon the ſhops are always ſhut up after 
dinner. 

They are alſo extremely fond of bathing, 
though their public baths are but very indif- 
ferently fitted up. Our Author went incog- 


nito into one of them, that was only parted 
from that belonging to the other ſex by a few 


deal boards, Which not being well joined, he 
could eaſily ſee all that paſſed; and beſides, 
there was only one door for the men and wo- 
men to go in and out of the water. Some 
of both ſexes who are moſt modeſt hide their 
nakedneſs with a handful of leaves ſoaked in wa- 
ter; but the veſt appear naked without the leaſt 
concern ; nay, ſome of the women came in this 
manner to ſpeak with the ir huſbands in the men's 
bath. It is ſurprizing to ſee them come out 
of {ſuch an intenſe degree of heat, and ſudden ly 
run into the cold water, or have it poured up- 
on them, or in the winter roll in the ſnow, 
and then return again into the ſtoves, which is 
alſo practiſed by the Finlanders who live in Li- 
-vonia, This can only be aſcribed to cuſtom, 
which rendering it habitual, makes them not 
ſo ſenſible of the oppoſite qualities of heat and 
cold as other people; for our Author obſerved 
*3+* at 
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at Narva, that the My/covite boys of eight, 
nine, or ten years of age, ſtand for half an hour 
together bare-footed upon the ice, without ever 
complaining of the cold. ? 

I beir religious ceremonies ought next to be 
conſidered. And here it is proper to be obſer- 
ved, that the Mo/cowzzes have the Bible printed 
in the Sclawonian tongue, which much reſemble 
the German. They pay a particular regard t 
the books of the Evangeliſts, and never touch 
them without marks of reſpect and veneration. 
But though they make the Holy Scriptures the 
rule of their faith, they alſo adbere to the ſe- 


ven firſt general Councils, and the Greet Fa- 


thers, eſpecially to the works of Bail the 
Great, Gregory of Nazianzen, John Chry/ofton, 
and Ephraim the Syrian; but the later Coun- 
cils they conſider as infected with hereſy. A- 
mong the doctors of their own church, they 
ſet an extraordinary value on the writings of 
one Nicholas Sudatwitz, whoſe memory is cele- 
brated twice a year. They alſo receive the 
Apoſtles, the Nicene, and Athanafian creeds. 
When any point of religion is to be proved, 
they firſt have recourſe to the Scriptures, next 
to the ſeven. Councils, and laſtly to. the above 
mentioned Fathers ; but diſputes are determin- 


ed only by the Patriarch of Mason. Their 


Prieſts read the New Teſtament and the Pſalms 


of David in their charches ; but the reſt of the 
Old Teſtament they think contains many things 
not fit to be known by the vulgar. They ne- 


ver pretend to explain texts of Scripture, and 


conſequently allow of no preaching ; we 
4 a 
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their opinion that public orations in the pulpit, , 
being full of ſubtleties, create only milunder- 
— pes and miſinterpretations. | | 
With reſpe& to baptiſm, as they acknowlege 
themſelves conceived and born in fin, they bap- 
tize their children immediately after they are 
born: if they are weak this is done at home, 
but if well in the church, the child being re- 
ceived at the church door by the Prieſt, who 
ſigning his forehead with the ſign of the croſs 
ſays, The Lord preſerve thy coming in and going 
out ; and then faſtens nine wax candles given 

him by the godfathers ready lighted round the 
font. Having incenſed the godfathers and con- 
ſecrated the water, each of them takes a wax 
candle, and they all walk three times round 
the font, which always ſtands in the midſt of 
the church, the clerk carrying the picture of 
St. John before them, and the Prieſt reading 
out of a book. The Prieſt then aſks the god- 
fathers the name of the child, which having 
iven him in writing, he puts it upon a picture 
which he holds' upon the child's breaſt while 
he mutters certain prayers ; and then aſks whe- 
ther the child believes in God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; and the godfathers 
having anſwered in the affirmative, they imme- 
diately turn their backs to the font, to ſhew 
their averſion to the three next queſtions, Whe- 
ther the child forſakes the devil, his angels, 
and his works? The godfathers anſwer Jes to 
each. queſtion,” and as often ſpit upon the 
ground, and then turn again to the font, where 
the Prieſt aſks, whether they promiſe the child 


Vor. XIII. N ſhall 
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ſhall be brought up in the true Greet religion; 
and laying his hands upon him ſays, Get aut of 
this child thou unclean ſpirit, and make room far 
the Holy Ghoſt. He then blows upon the child 
. 
u c n are re 
. / yon this he — a little + 
child's hair, which he puts into a book; and 
having aſked the godfathers whether they de- 
ſire the child ſhould be baptized, he takes him 
naked into his arms, and, dipping him three 
times into the water, makes uſe of the uſual 
words:  baptize thee in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
He then puts a corn of ſalt into the child's 
mouth, and making the ſign of the croſs. on 
his forehead, hands, breaſt, and back, with 
conſecrated oil, puts him on a clean ſhirt, ſaying, 
Thou art as clean from thy original fin as this ſpirt; 
and hangs a ſmall croſs of gold, ſilver, or lead, 
according to every one's ability, about his neck, 
with a ſtrict charge to wear it all his life-time: 
in which they are ſo exact, that if no ſuch crobs 
is found. about a deceaſed perſon, they will not 
allow him Chriſtian burial. He alſo aſſigns 2 
peculiar Saint, whom the child is hereafter to 
reverence as his patron; and having kiſſed the 
child and his -godfathers, he exhorts them to 
mutual love. Te more children are to be bap- 
.tized at the ſame time, the font is emptied, 
becauſe they imagine the water to be 
by the original fin of the preceding child. 
| Their proſelytes who are of age are baptized 
in a river, and three times plunged . 
| Ae 
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like the children, on mentioning the Father, 
Son, and Ghoſt. Thoſe who are inclined 
to change their religion for that of the Mo/co- 
itzs ate inſtructed for fix weeks in ſome con- 
vent, and at their baptiſm are to abjure their 
former religion, to deteſt it as heretical, and, 
as a ſign of their abhorrence, to ſpit on the 
| — as often as it is named. After their 
Epußn the Czar makes them à preſent of a 
rich Moſcovian habit, and allows them a pen- 
ſion according to their quality, which mduces 
many to embrace that religion. | 
The marriage ceremonies are performed in 
the following manner. As the young couple 
are not permitted to ſee, much leſs to difcourfe 
with each other, thoſe who have marriageable 
children, eſpecially daughters, pitch upon a 
perſon they like, and then addreſs themſelves 
to his parents; by whom if the match is ap- 

of, and the young woman is handſome, 

is 2 given for ſome female relation 

to ſee her; but this is not always granted. 
However, all things being agreed upon be- 


tween the parents, if they are of quality, a 


woman called the Suacha is appointed by the 
bridegroom's friends, and another by thoſe of 
the bride, to take joint care of the nuptials, 


who provide every thing fit for the chamber, 


where the new-married couple is to lie. The 
bed is made of forty ſheaves of rye laid in 


good order, encompaſſed with ſeveral barrels 


of wheat, barley, and oats. When all thin 
are ready, the bridegroom goes late in the 


evening from his * 1 2 
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kindred ; the Prieſt, who is to marry him, lead. 
ing the van on horſeback. They are received 
at the bride's door by her kindred, invited to 
come in, and to fit down at table ; where only 
three diſhes of meat are ſerved up, and even 
theſe are not to be touched by any body pre- 
' ſent. At the upper end of the table a place is 
left for the bridegroom, which is taken up by 
A young lad appointed for that purpoſe, while 
the bridegroom is talking with the bride's 
friends: but at length he having prevailed on 
the youth by ſome preſents to reſign his place 
to him, takes his ſeat, and the bride richly 
dreſſed is brought in with a veil over her face, 
and placed next the bridegroom, two lads at 
the ſame time holding a piece of taffety be- 
tween them, to prevent their ſeeing each other. 
The Suacha then comes in, and paints her, 
ties up her hair in two knots, puts a coronet on 
her head, and all the ornaments of a married 
woman. The coronet is of leaf-gold, or filyer 


gilt, and lined with filk ; having on both ſides, 


near the ears, five or fix rows of pearls, hang- 
ing down in ſtrings on her breaſt, The upper 
garment, which has ſleeves an ell and a half 
wide, is embroidered at the edges with gold 
and filver, eſpecially about the neck, where it 
is ſtiff with embroidery for the breadth of three 
inches. They ſometimes beſtow a thouſand 
crowns upon this robe. The bridegroom is 
then painted by his Suacha, whilſt the women 
who are preſent ſtand ſinging upon the benches. 
Then two young men well dreſſed bring into 
the room a large cheeſe laid upon a bier, — 
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ſome loaves, ſeveral marten-ſkins hanging down 


from the bier: and the ſame being done on 


the bride's fide, a large filver baſon is ſet upon 
the table filled with ſmall pieces of ſattin, lit- 
tle pieces of filver, hops, barley and oats, mixed 
together; which, as ſoon as the bride's face is 


covered again, are thrown by handfuls by the 


bride's Suacha among the company, who ga- 
ther them up from the ground, and having re- 
ceived: the Prieſt's benediction go to church, 
where the young couple ſtand upon a piece of 
taffety, and have a canopy oſ the ſame ſilk over 
their heads. Here having made offerings of 
fried meats, fiſh, and paſtry, the Prieſt gives 
them his benediction, and taking the man by 
his right hand, and the woman by her left, he 
aſks them three times, whether they are both 
willing to be married, and to love one another 


as they qught to do. To which having an- 


ſwered Ves, the whole company join hands, and 
the Prieſt ſings the 128th Pſalm, thoſe preſent 
ſinging every other verſe, and dancing all the 
time. The Pſalm being ended, he puts a gar- 
land of rue upon the heads of the young couple, 
and, if one of them be a widow or widower, about 
their ſhoulders, ſaying, Increaſe and multiply. 
Whom God hath joined together, let no man ſeparate. 
While the Prieſt pronounces theſe words, each 
of the people invited to the wedding lights a 
wax candle, and one of them gives a glas of 
wine to the Prieſt, which he drinks; and the 
married couple having pledged the ſame three 
times each, the bridegroom throws down the 
glaſs, and he and the bride treading it under 
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„ theit feet ſay, May they thus fall under our 
and be 24 to pieces, hho ſhall 3 
fow divifion or diſcontent betaueen us. The wo- 
men then caſt ſome e the 
young couple, wiſting them much proſperity; 
| While ſome pull he bride by the uhh — if 
they would take her away from the brid 
* to whom ſhe ſticks fo cloſe, that they ſeem un 
__ to remove her. * + ; 
he marriage ceremony being „the 
bride returns af a fledge by the light of fix 
-torghes or wax candles, and the bridegroom on 
_ horſeback. The men immediately ft down at 
the table which is covered wi iſio 
while the women conduct the bride into her 
chamber, undreſs her, and having put her to 
bed, -come to the bruegroom, and force him 
to riſe from the table; on which he is con- 
ducted to the bride's chamber by fix or eight 
young men, each with a torch in his hand, 
which they flick in the (barrels of wheat and 
barley that fland round the bed; The bride 
no ſooner ſees the bridegroom enter the bed- 
chamber, than ſhe ſlips on a morning gown 
- Ined with fur, riſes, meets and falutes him 
with a low inclination of the head, which is 
the firſt time of his ſeeing her face. They 
then fit down to a table, where, among other 
viſions, they have a roafted fowl, which the 
ridegroom pulls aſunder, and cafting 'away 
over his ſhoulder that part he lights on firf, 
they eat the reſt; and then go to bed, while 
the gueſts 1 4. themſelves in ſeveral charms 
to promote the happineſs of the en, 
. coup e. 
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avs mp An old ſervant of the houſe, who at- 
tends at the door, comes after a while, and 
aſks whether, the baſineſs be done; and the 
bri anſwering yes, the word is given 
for trumpets and timbrels to ftrike up, 
and theſe found till the ngw-married couple 
are conducted to the ſtoves, where they bathe 
themſelves apart. After they have been well 
waſhed in the bath with water, mead; and 


wine, the bride fends the bridegroom a ſhift 
richly embroidered, efpecially at the neck, and 


a rich habit. The two next days they ſpend in 
mirth and feſtivity. 23 * 
Perſons of an inferior condition are ſatisfied 
with fewer ceremonies, for the night before the 
wedding the bridegroom ſends ſome cloaths, 
a comb and a looking- zlaſs ; and the next day 
the Prieſt is brought in by two lads, carrying 
lighted wax candles. As ſoon as he enters the 


houfe he gives his benediction firſt to the lads, 


and then to the gueſts, The young couple 
being ſet down at the table, the lads holding 


a piece of taffety between chem, the Suacha 


dreſſes the bride's head, which being done, a 
17 t, and the young couple 
joining their cheeks, look and ſmile one upon 
the another, while the two Suachas caſt hops 
_ them ; after which they go to church, 
ere they are married with the ceremonies 


W 
already mentioned. 


The wedding day may be ſaid to be the laſt 
day of pleaſure enjoyed by the Maſcovite wo- 
men. Their chief employment is embroider- 


ing, ſewing, or making little purſes, and other 
88 5 | | * 
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inſignificant toys ; and they never ſtir. abroad, 
except upon extraordinary occaſions. - Within 
doors their cloaths are very mean; but when 
they appear in public they are richly dreſſed, 
and generally paint their faces, necks; and 
arms. The wives of perſons of quality ride 
in chariots, attended by a great number of 
ſlaves. But as thoſe of the ordinary ranks 
are debarred the viſits and converſation enjoyed 
by the European women, and ſeldom meddle 
with houſhold affairs, the only diverſion left 
them 1s to paſs away the time. with their maids, 
They lay a plank acroſs a block, and one get- 
ing on each end, they toſs one another up and 
down. Sometimes they ſwing themſelves in 
ropes, and in country villages they have a 
ſwinging engine, in which four perſons may 
divert themſelves at a time. 

As the Mo/covites eſteem marriage a very 
facred thing, polygamy is forbidden under pain 
of death, the Czar himſelf being allowed 
no more. than one wife at a time ; though if 
ſhe proves barren, or brings forth no ſons, 
he may ſend her into a monaſtery, and marry 
another. Second marriages they conſider as 
allowable, but'not very commendable ; a third 
' marriage is not to be undertaken but upon very 
weighty conſiderations, and a fourth is puniſhed 
with death, Divorces, however, are very fre- 
quent among them, though they cannot be ob- 
tained without the Biſhop's conſent. Their 
Prieſts are not only allowed, but obliged to 
marry, and they muſt marry none but widows 

who have a good reputation. They are, how- 
A ä Ever, 
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ever, forbidden to marry a ſecond time, unleſs 
they will quit their order. | | 

Perſons of quality adorn the pictures of their 
Saints with pearls and precious ſtones ; they 
place wax candles before them, and look ſted- 
taſtly upon them while at prayers. Whenever 
a Moſcovite comes into a houſe, he looks for 
the Saint before he utters a word, and if he 
does not ſee him, aſks Where is the God? and 
when he has found him, he makes his reve- 
rence, and having ſaid Lord have mercy upon us, 


goes to the company ; but though in outward 


ew the Maſcowites ſeem to have great devo- 
tion, not one in ten can recite the Lord's 
prayer, which they ſay was inſtituted for the 
uſe of perſons of quality, and not for mechanics, 
and that it is enough for them to repeat the 
Goſpodi, or The Lord have mercy upon us. They 
pray for the dead; not that they believe a 
purgatory, but that it is a means of making 
their ſouls wait with more tranquillity for the 

day of judgment. | 
As they imagine that children are regene- 
rated by baptiſm, they think they have a right 
to the Lord's ſupper, which is adminiſtered in 
the following manner. The Prieſt going to 
the altar, attended by the Clerk, ſays the office 
according to St. Baſis Liturgy, and then mix- 
ing warm water with the wine, ſteeps bits of 
bread in the chalice, and then conſecrates them 
together. The Prieſt takes the bread out with 
a ſpoon, and gives it to the communicants, 
little babes having only half the quantity of 
grown people, till they are ſeven years of age. 
| They 
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They alſo give the Euchariſt to dying 2 
after the extreme unction; but when the ſick 
"perſon has taken it, he is neither to have food 
or any other remedies, unleſs there are apparent 
ſigns of his recovery. The bread uſed on this 
occaſion is leavened, and muſt be made by a 
Prieſt's widow. Nobody is admitted to the 
holy communion without having prepared him. 
ſelf by the confeſſion of his frns, and faſting 
Eight days before, during which they ought to 

© . tive upon nothing but bread and ſmall beer. 
Beſides their ordinary faſt days, they kee 

four great faſts in the year; the firſt of whic 
is forty days before Ea/ter ; the ſecond begin: 
eight days after V bigſuntidt, and ends with the 
feaſt of St. Peter and St. Paul; the third, which 
is kept in honour of the Virgin Mary, Begin 
on the firſt of Yngsf, and laſts till the feaſt of 
tze Aſſumption of the Virgin Mary; and the 
fourth begins on the 12th of Neeber, and 
continues till Chri/tmas. Rk 
They have alſo a kind of carnival, which 
laſts eight days, and is called by them the 
Butter week, becauſe after theſe days are. ex- 
pired, they are forbid to eat either butter, erg 
heeſe or milk; but during the time of thi 
carnival they cothmit almoſt incredible exceſſes 
in drinking, which draws them into all manner 
of crimes. This renders it not ſafe for an 

body to paſs the ſtreets, murders being then 
frequent, that many dead bodies are expoſed to 
public view, that their friends may take care 

of thetr interment, | 

| | Their 
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the ſoul of the ſick perſon is no ſooner depart- 
ed, than the widow ſends for their kindred and 
friends, who ſtanding round the corpſe break 
out into lamentations, aſking the deceaſed, 


4 


Why he would die ? Whether he wanted any 


handſome enough? Whether ſhe had been in- 
conſtant ? and other queſtions of the like kind. 
They then waſh the body, and having put a 
clean ſhirt or. ſhroud about him, with a new 
ir of thin Ruyffa leather ſhoes on his feet, 
him with his arms acroſs his breaſt in a 
coffin made of the trunk of a tree, and in the 
mean while ſend a preſent to the Prieſt to pray 
for his ſoul, The coffin is covered with. a 
piece of cloth, or the coat of the deceaſed. The 
richer fort, if the ſeaſon will permit, keep the 
body eight or ten days, during which the Prieſt 
comes every day to purify it with incenſe, and 
by ſprinkling it with holy water. 
At length the Prieſt proceeds with the picture 
of the patron Saint of the deceaſed, followed 


Gor Te „ A AN 


latter, and make very mournful lamentations, 
but begin and leave off exactly at a time. Then 
comes the dead body carried by ſix men upon 
their houlders; but if the deceaſed is a Monk 
or a Nun, this office is performed by thoſe of 
his dn profeſſion. The corpſe is —— 
by ſeveral Prieſts, who incenſe it, to keep off 
the eyil ſpirits, all the while finging Pfalms 3 
then follow the kindred: and friends with wax 
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Their burials, like their other public acti- | 
ons, are performed with great ceremony; for 7, = mM 


? Whether his wife was not young and 


by four virgins, who are neareſt related to the 


eendles, 
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candles, but without any order. On their 
coming to the grave, the coffin is uncovered, 
over which the Prieſt holding the picture of the 

atron Saint, ſays ſeveral prayers, in which 
he often repeats, Lord look upon this ſoul in righ- 
teouſneſs. Mean while the widow continuing 
her lamentations,aſks the queſtions already men- 
tioned. The relations and friends then take 
their leave, either kiſſing the deceaſed, or the 
coffin. The Prieſt then takes a piece of paper, 
which is a kind of ticket for his entrance into 
paradiſe, and which ou ſigned by the Patri- 
arch or Metropolitan of the place, and the 
Confeffor, is fold for more or leſs according to 
the abilities of thoſe who purchaſe it. -This 
ticket is of ſo extraordinary a nature, that the 


reader will not be diſpleaſed at our inſerting it 


at length. 99 0 

« We whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcrib- 
«© ed, the Patriarch or Metropolitan, and Prieſt 
„ of the city of N. do make known and certi- 
« fy, by theſe preſents, that the bearer of theſe 
1% our letters hath always lived among us like 
% a good Chriftian, profeſſing the Greek Teli- 


| * ; and though he hath committed ſome 


« few fins, yet he hath confeſſed the ſame, and 
«« thereupon he hath received abſolution, and 


«taken the communion, for the remiſſion of 


his ſts: that he hath honouted- God and his 
« Saints: that he hath ſaid his prayers, and 
c that he hath faſted on the hours and days 
% appointed by: the church, and that he hath 
« carried himſelf fo well towards me who am 
. His Confeſſor, that I have no reaſon to com- 
, 1 , ' cc plain 
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plain of him, or to deny him the abſolution 
/ aac gdh 
« In witneſs whereof, we have given him 
| 4 * this preſent teſtimonial, to the end 
4 te that upon ſight thereof, St. Peter may 
i © open unto him the gate of eternal 

e bias,” 
| The coffin is then ſhut, and put into the 
grave, the face being turned to the eaſt, while 
„ WH thoſe who return to the houſe of mourning, 
o Wl drown their ſorrow in liquor. 

Their whole time of mourning laſts 4 days, 
during which: three feaſts are made for .the 
kindred of the deceaſed. On the third, ninth, 


which the Prieſt ſays certain prayers over the 
grave morning and evening, which for that 
purpoſe is covered with a ſmall hut of mats. 
Before we mention the different orders of 
their Prieſts, it may be proper to obſerve, that 


their Sovereign : that they look upon his plea- 
ſure as the will of God, and that their lives 
and every thing they have is at his diſpoſal. 
The chief perſons in the Empire, never ap- 
proach his perſon but with the fame venera- 
tion, with which they adore the Almighty, 
and if he gives them the leaſt mark of his diſ- 
pleaſure, they are ready to offer their lives for 
the expiation of 'their fault. | | 

They pay great veneration to the clergy, 
the principal of which is the Patriarch who 


nominated by the Metropolitans and Biſhops 
Vol. XIII. 0 wich 


- 
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and twentieth day after the burial, during 


the Moſcovites have the higheſt veneration for 


is always obliged to reſide at Meſconu. He is 
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ith the Czar's approbation: he is the chief per. 
Fa in the Empire next to his Sovereign, and 
determines. all eccleſiaſtical affairs: he wears 2 
Jong black robe, and has a croſs always carri- 
ed before him. He has alſo four Metropoli 
tans, and under them are ſeven Biſhops. Next 
to theſe are the Prieſts called by them- Popes, 
who are again ſubcivided into. Protopoes' or 
Archprieſts, and common Popes, of which 
there are vaſt numbers in Me/coep, no other 
qualifications being neceſſary for their admiſſi, 
on into this order; but reading, Writing and 
ſinging. The chief badge af pri 1s a 
kind of cap put on their heads at their conſe- 
Cration, which they are obliged to wear as 
as n Prieſts, and it is no 
crime 


— 
a lay man to touch it. However, as 
moſt of the Mo/cowrze clergy are great -drunk- 
ards, and conſtant e of tipling hou- 


ſes, they frequently fall into quarzels, when 
if a perſon. has occaſion. to beat a clergyman he 
muſt firſt civilly ſecure his bonnet, and then he 
may drub him handſomely, and afterwards put 
it on again. The other badges of the prieſt» 
hood are a ftick-which they carry in their hands, 
and their wearing a wide long robe, which 13 
black, green, blue, or red, according $0 their 
choice. - We have already obſerved that they 
are . obliged to marry once, and no oſtner. 
This cbſtom they found upon the Apoſtle's 
words, A B:fhap ſhall be the huſhand of oue 4uift, 
where they interpret the word Biſhop, to ſig- 
nify Prieſt. As they pals along the ſtreets the 
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common people aſi heir bleſſing, which they 
ive them with the ſign of the croſs. 
Their churches are built round and vaulted 
to bear ſome reſemblance to the heavens, and 
each of them has five ſteeples, one of them be- 
ing larger and higher than the reſt; the other 
four are built round it. They have neither 
ws, benches nor chairs,” becauſe they per- 
— their devotions either kneeling or proſ- 
trate upon the ground. They allow neither or- 
gans, nor any other muſical inſtruments, nor 
have any images, though they allow of paying 
their devotions to pictures. There are about 
200 of theſe churches in Mo/cow. They alſo 
look upon their church-yards as very ſacred 
places, and therefore will not allow of any im- 
purites being thrown there, or ſuffer a dog to 
over them. They are great admirers of 

s, and think them an eſſential part of di- 
When the Mafcovites are at their devotions 
they often ſtrike their foreheads againſt the 


ground, and croſs themſelves in the following 


manner: they firſt make the ſign of the croſs 
with their ſingers on the forehead; which they 
ſay is to intimate the aſcenſion of Chriſt; next 
on the heart, to intimate that the heart is the 
receptacle of the word of God; then en 
⁊ eroſs on the right, and next on the left ſhoul- 
der, to ſhew that at the day of judgment thoſe 
to de bleſt witk eternal He ſhall be placed to 
the right, and the danmedd to the left: Not many 
years ago the Patriarch ordered that the lay- 
men ſhould croſs an" <nl with only two fin- 
' 2 . 


— 


gers, 
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rs, though before that time, they had always 

owe it with three, in remembrance of the 
Holy Trinity; but meeting with great oppo- 
fition in this point, he preyailed on the Czar 
to ſend. to the Archpatnarch of Conftantinople, 
and to two. other Patriarchs of the eaſtern 
churches, who approving his order, it was en- 
acted into a law, notwithſtanding which ſeve- 
ral Mo/covites would ſooner Joſe their heads 
than comply with it, and to this day they make 
uſe of three fingers, when they can do it in 
private. | 


HN 
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The Ambaſſadors embark in a Veſſel in the River 
.., Moſca, and entering the Occa, Sail by ſeveral 
. Towns and Villages, till they arrive at Niſeno- 
IF vogorod, whence they proceed in a Ship built 
Vr that purpoſe, down the Volga. A De- 
| feription of the Ceremiſſian Tartars. Several 

Towns deſcribed, and the manner in which tht 
_ Ruſſians catch Fi/þ in the Volga. 


HE Ambaſſadors went from . Moſcow by 
land as far as the monaſtery of. Simana, 
where taking leave of their friends, they em- 
barked, in the river Maſca or Moſtwva, and pro- tb 
ceeded to Kolumna, which lies on the right fide * 
of the river, is of a conſiderable bigneſs, and, 1h 
is ſurrounded with ſtone walls. Three werſts 
above the city the Mee falls into the 
125 ; FO Occa, 
| | 
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Occa, which is much broader and more plea- 
ſant than the former river.” Its current paſſing 
from the ſouth, through a very fertile, and well 
peopled country,” and its banks being covered 
on both ſides with oaks, which in theſe” parts 
are a kind of rarity. © Here embarking again, 
they paſſed by a pretty large iſland, and ſeve- 
ral. handſome villages on the right ſide of the 
river; and on the fourth of July came to the 
city of Preſa. The next day they paſſed by 
the town of Rheſan, and on the evening of the 
7th arrived at Cafſinogorod the capital of the 
Tartars of Caſſinoau, which lies on the right 
ſide of the river Occa. They here met with the 
firſt Mahometans. The young Prince of the coun- 
try lived at that time in an old caſtle not far 
from the city; his name was Res Keri, and 
he had a few years before put himſelf. under 
the Czar's protection. They ſent him a pre- 
ſent of tobacco and brandy, in return for which 1 
he ſent them two ſheep, a barrel of mead. 
another of beer, and a third of brandy, be- K 
ſides ſome cream and freſh butter, which the 
Prince's mother had taken the pains to mae, 
excuſing his not having invited the Ambaſſa- 
dors on ſhore for fear of raiſing the jealouſy 
of the neighbouring Mo/covite Governors. | 

On the gth they paſſed by Morumna on the 
left ſide of the river, where they diſcovered a 
troop: of Crim 'Tartars who fired at them from 
the woods, but the retinue of the Ambaſſadors 
returned their fire, on which they did not 
think fit to approach. | | 


O 3 | They 
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They then paſſed by ſeveral- villages 
monaſteries, and on the eleventh at» night 
reached the city of M or Ni/enrowegerody Where 
- found the ſhip Frederic, which had been 
Ht by the Ambaſſadors orders, but was'now 
nite finiſſied. It was a large thret maſt ſhip 


flat bottomed that it drew no more that ſe. 


ven feet water. It had many cloſets and con- 
venient apartments, and was provided with: 
ſome braſs and iron E and twelve ſeats for 
the rowers. They bad alſo a large ſhallop to 
carry their anchors; cables, and other neteſſu- 
riet, and to diſcover any banles or ſands: The 
eity of Ni/e is about 100 Germas leaguss from 
Myſcorp by land, and 150r/by water. It is ſur- 
reunded with ſtone walls and towers; but the 
ſuburbo, which are half a league in citcum- 
ference, are much larger than the city; It i 


inhabited by Mieſcowites, Tartars and the Dutch,” 


ho have a Proteſtant church here confiſting 
of 100 perſons. They here bought à pullet 
far a penny; a quarter of a hundred of egg 
fur the ſame price, and ſheep for twelve; fi. 
teen, and eighteen pence each. 13 

The Ambaſſadors: ſent Mr. Mandeflo and 
our Author, with their Priſtaff, and the Myer" 


ite interpreter, to thank the Weywode or Go. 


verhor,: for the man civilities he had ſhewn to 
the Duke of Holſtein's ſubjects while they were 
building the ſhip,” which took them up near 
a year, and to offer him a preſent worth about 
281. ſterling, the reception he gave them 
mewed him to be a perſon much above the 
ordinary rank of the Ryfians. He ſent *. 
| | 0 
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of his gentlemen to receive” them at the gates 
of his palace from whence: being conducted 
through a gallery, they were at the entrance 
of the palace complimented by two others 
richly dreſſed; 'who introduced them to the 
Weywode, who war in his chamber dreſſed in 
— 1 and attended by a conſiderable num 
r of perſons * 9 — on. 2 room N 
hung with ta „ and had a 
— filled with — 1 After he had Lf 
cn their compliment and received their pre- 
ſont he invited them to a collation, —— 
which he diſcourſed with them in a manner mu 
ſuperior to the generality of the Maſcoviten, and 
among the reſt aſked whether they were not afraid 
of on. with the C Marte, who were ſturdy 
fellows,” and as brave as lions, ſhewing them at 
the ſame” time à picture of daun engage- 
ment with one of thoſe creatures. To which 
they anſwered, that they hoped to deal with 
the Coſſacks as Samp/on did with the lion 3 to 
tlis- he replied, — doubtleſs the reputa- 
tion their nation had obtained in the Czar's - 
ſervice, would'render them ſo terrible to the 
_ — prevent their making any attempt 
The river Volga is at the confluence of the two 
rivers 400 geometrieal feet broad, and as its 
waters are conſiderably increaſed in the months 
of 2 June, by the thawing of thoſe ri- 
t fall into u. the people Who go from 
lee to ¶ frachan take the opportunity of this 
time to get over the fands and ſhallows ſo fre- 
gem in this rie. Therefore * * 


52 TRAVELS ef the Holſtein Ambaſſadors. 


ed themſelves with neceſſaries for this voyage 


they left M/ on the zoth of Fuly ; but had 
ſcarce proceeded two werſts, before they ſtruck 
upon the ſands near the monaſtery of Pet/ara, 
and the next day touched upon another ſand 


bank, when the winds becoming contrary they 


were forced. to come to an anchor. | 
On the firſt of Auguſt the Ambaſſadors gave 
orders for placing the guards while they were 


upon the Volga. All that belonged to their re- 


tinue, whether ſervants or ſoldiers that were 


able to bear arms, were divided into three com- 


Panies under the command of the two Ambaſſ⸗- 
adors, . and the Steward of the embaſſy. Mr. 
Cruſius the firſt Ambaſſador had the Maſter of 
the Horſe for his Lieutenant, and Mr. Brug- 
man, the other, Ambaſſador had the Secretary 
of the embaſſy. They were to be upon their 
guard alternately, in order to place the centi- 


mainmaſt. a 
The wind continuing contrary, they had 
again recourſe to their oars, but had not pro- 
ceeded 5 oo paces before they ſtruck upon the 
ſands, and the next day, when they had ſcarce 
advanced a quarter of a league, were entangled 
ong theſand-banks, where ſeeing the wreck 
n. ip that had been loſt there not long be- 
fore, and being nine hours in getting off, this, 
with the thoughts of the length of the voyage, 


it being 558 leagues to the Caspian ſea, and the 
Ignorance of their pilot, made them almoſt. 
deſpair of accompliſhing it. Their hopes, how- 
ever, were revived the next day, by meeting a, 


very 
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nels in the forecaſtle, the ſtern, and at the 
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very large veſſel laden with ſalt- ſiſn, which had 
200 men on board, to'affiſt in towing her up 
againſt the ſtream; this is performed with in- 
credible pains, they ſcarce advancing two 
leagues in a day. ep - | n 

On the fifth they came before the village of 
Pannino, where being ſupplied with ſome pul- 
lets, and other freſh proviſions at a very cheap 
rate, they paſſed between two. iſlands, and at 
night came within ſight of Bafigorod, but caſt 
anchor for fear of the ſands, which they paſſed 
the next day with great difficulty, and did not 
come up to the city till the afternoon, when 
they ſaluted 1t with their great guns, as they 
did all the other cities upon the river. 
The city of Baſiligorod is ſituated at the foot 
of a mountain on the right fide of the river 
Volga, at the conflux of that river, and the 
little river Sara, which was formerly the com- 
mon boundary between the territories of the 
Moſcovites and the Tartars of Ca/an, called 
Ceremifſes. This city is without walls, and the 
houſes are of wood; for the Moſcowites extend- 
ing their territories farther on that ſide, have 
occaſioned its being neglected. | | 
The country inhabited by the Ceremiſſian 
Tartart extends on both fides of the river Volga 


beyond Caſan. They live only in huts, and 


feed upon the milk afforded by their paſtures, 
and on the wild fowl, and honey they take in 
the woods; but they are very barbarous, trea- 
cherous, cruel, and much addicted to robbery. 
Thoſe who live in the mountainous country on 
the right fide of the Volga, are called Nagerwi,, 
£2 ' OF 
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or Mountaineers ; and thoſe on the other fide; 


are termed Lage, or Lugowizene, from their 

plentiful — which! ſupply both them 
and the Nagvrni with great quantities of hay, 
They are ſaid to be partly Mahometans; and 
partly Heathens; but thoſe about Caan are 
Pagans, They are intirely unacquainted with 
baptiſm or circumciſion. In order to = 2 
name to à child, they appoint a certain day fix 
months after it is born, and then give it the 
name of the perſon they firſt meet. They ac- 
knowledge the exiſtence of an immortal Being, 
the author of all good, who therefore onght to 
be reverenced ; but have no idea of a future 
ſtate, either of rewards or puniſhments, yet 
believe there are evil ſpirits that afflict people 
in this life, and therefore ought to be appealed 
by ſacrifices. To theſe evil | er y pay 
their devotions at a certain place among the 
fens, about four leagues from 'Ca/an," where 


.. they never appear empty handed, leſt this neg- 


le& ſhould be puniſhed by ſome lingering 
_ eaſe. One of the principal reſidences they 


afligh to theſo evil ſpirits is the torrent of 


Shockſhem, two leagues” from Nanda, Wüllen 
having a ſwift current between two mountains, 
is never frozen, and has imprinted ſuch an idea 
af an hidden myſtery in theſe poor wretches, 
that though they ſee the Mo/coviter paſs it. every 
day, they think they cannot approach it with- 
out manifeſt danger of their lives. When they 
offer their ſacrifices” to God, they kill an ox, 
horſe, or ſheep; and hanging the ſkin upon 2 
pole laid acroſs the boughs of two trees, _ 
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the fleſh by the fire kindled underneath ; then 

| i taking a flice of the meat, and a cup of mead, 
they throw them both into the flames, o 

their prayers co God for the preſervation 

increaſe of their cattle, or ſome other of the 
conveniences of life. They alſo pay adoration 

| to the ſun and moon, and have a peculiar vene- 

| ration for whatever they dream of, whether it 

| be a horſe, cow; fire or water; and ſay, chat 

animated things are more worthy of wo 

than the painted Gods of the Mo/covites. They 

| rm. moſt of their religious ceremonies 

near the torrent; and at the death of a friend 

| feaſt upon his beſt horſe. : 

| Theſe people make no uſe of Prieſts or books, 

| and their language has nothing in common 

: with the other Tartars. Some of them, hows 

| ever, underſtand the Moſcowrte tongue. They 

not only ſuffer, but encourage polygamy, no- 

| thing. being here more common than for a man 

to marry two or three ſiſters at a time, Their 

| women are only wrapped in a piece of coarſe 

| white cloth, and ſhew ſcarce any part of their 

perſons but their faces, Thoſe who are be- 

| trothed, have, however, a peculiar head- 
dreſs, pointed like a horn, te the end of 

| which is faſtened a filk taſſel, on which hangs. 

a {mall bell. The men have breeches under 

- I their ypper garment, which reſembles a great 

| coat. They all ſhave their heads; but the un- 

| married men wear a long treſs of . hair, which 

| they ſometimes ſuffer to hang down their darts; 

e at 


Theſe 
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Theſe people were ſo much . at the 


fight of our travellers, that very few of them 
dared to venture to the ſide of the river to ſee 


them paſs by, yet at night when they reached 


the river of Velluta, one of thoſe Tartar: 


came on board to ſell a ſturgeon, for which 


they paid him the value of fifteen- pence. 

| On the 7th of Augu/t they arrived before the 
city of Ky/mademianſti, 40 werſts from Baſilige- 
red, and fituated at the foot of a mountain; 


Here they obſerved whole foreſts of very large 


elms, out of the bark of which the inhabitants 
make ſledges, and out of the bodies of the 
trees, cht in the manner of a cylinder, and 
hollowed out, barrels and other utenſils. Then 


proceeding three werſts farther, near the iſle 


of Krius, they were ſupplied by the pea- 
ſants with freſh provifions, and forced by a 

tempeſt to ſtay all night. ' | 
On the 8th, they continued their voyage 
with a fair wind, to the iſle of Turich, where 
they had the misfortune, when under fail, of 
being forced * a ſand-bank, and of being 
four hours before they could get off. In the 
mean while they ſaw, abundance of Tartars at 
ſome diſtance coming from hay-making : how- 
ever, by night they got within fight of Sabal- 
Sar, which ſtands in a moſt agreeable ſituation; 
tho? its buildings, like thoſe of the other cities, 
are all of wood. Near the iſle of Makris.they 
ſaw a boat, which being ſent to get ins 
telligence who they were, took a | compaſs 
round the ſhip, and being informed of their 
quality, 
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lity, above 300 perſons appeared on the 
wont to ſee them paſs by. 


On the 11th, being forced on ſhore by the. 
current, Mr. Mande/fo and our Author, had the 
curioſity, while the men were endeavouring to 
get off the veſſel, to land in order to take a 
view of the country,' for which they had like 
to have paid very dear; for a fair gale ſpring- 
ing up, the ſhip was ſoon out of ſight: buc 
after being obliged to travel a great way along 
the banks, they at laſt —_— a boat ſent to 


any them to the ſhip, which they reached at 
| night, when they found hor at anchor. 


On the 13th of Aug, they came before 
the city of Suiaſſti, ſituated on the left hand, 
on the aſcent of a hill. It has a caſtle, and 
ſome churches of tone ; but its other fortifica- 
tions, and all the private buildings, are of 
wood, At night they arrived before the city 
of Caſan, which is fituated in a large plain 
upon the river Caſante, and has given its name 
both to the city and province. The city, 
which is about ſeven werſts from the Volga, is 
very confiderable, both for its bigneſs, its ſitua- 
tion, and its ſtrength. The caſtſe and its for- 
tfications are of ſtone, and are well provided 
with artillery, and a good garriſon of Meſco- 
vile, the Tertars being forbid to enter it 
upon pain of death. The Commander in 
chief of the place, at their arrival in its neigh- 
bourhood, was brother to the Governor 6f 
Mie, and was preſented by the Ambaſſadors 
with a very fine ruby. Mr. Mandi and our 
Author went on ſhore to take a view of the 
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Place, and to purchaſe ſome proviſions ; by 
they could get none that were good, except 
ſame fruit, and particularly melons, that were 
as big as pomkins. At their leaving the city, 
they were informed by ſome Tartars, that they 
ſhip wWas gone, which obliged them to hite a 
waggon, by the help of which, they proceed. 
ed Along the ſhore, till meeting with the 


| _ Priſtaff's boat, they were carried on board, 


the ſhip Jying at anchor two leagues beloy 
Caſan. The country hereaboats is fertile, but 
Almoſt deſolate, from its being ſo much anfcltc4 
by the Coftiths, * 5 
They afterwards proceeded by ſeveral vill. 
$3 they were frequently expoſed to danger 
From the ſand banks, and on the 18th were met 
near the iſland of Proleikar/a, by the Governor d 
Torki, a place upon the Caſpian ſea, who wa 
returning from his government, attended by 
eight boats with muſqueteers. At firſt not 
knowing to whom theſe boats belonged, the 
Ambaſſadors made them keep at a diſtance; 
but coming nearer, they told them that 3000 
Coffacks waited upon the river, by the Cafpia 
ſea for their coming, and had ſent out 79 
horſe, to diſcover them at a diſtance ; but 
they were ſo little terrified by theſe. ftories, 
that they continued their courſe without ſtops 
Ping: The next night a falſe alarm was given 
y order of the Ambaſſadors, to make trial of 
their people in caſe of a ſudden attack, which 
1 to their ſatisfaction. The next Ca 
they came to an iſland called Sraritxo, fiſteti 


werſts in length, behind which they ye 
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great quantity of ſtones ſhaped like lemons or 
oranges, which being broken in the middle, 
repreſented a ſtar of ſeveral colours, and ſome 
that appeared like gold and filver. . They then 
e ©; t of a place pleaſantly fituated, 
the ruins of which ſhewed it to have been'a 
Tartarian city, called Uneroſtora, where was 
yet to be ſeen the monument of a Saint, to 
which the inhabitants of thoſe parts pay extra- 
ordinary devotion” — - . | 
On the 2oth, ſome fiſhermen of this place 
fold them 55 large breams for the value of 50 
pence; They have here a peculiar way of 
fiſhing : they take a long cord, to one end of 
which they faſten a pretty large tone, that 
falls to the bottom, and to the other ſeveral 
pieces of wood, which ſwim upon the water: 
all along the cord are faſtened many lefitr 
ones, each with a hook and a fiſh for à bait at 
the end. In this manner they take very fine 
kſhes of eight, ten or twelve feet long. 
When the My/cowviZer paſs along the rivers in 
their boats, they faſten a hook to one end of a 
cord, and to the other end of it a ſmooth 
board of a hand's breadth; tinned over, which 
they drag along after the ſhip or boat, and 
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es, WF the fiream cauſing the tinned” board to turn 
Df —— to the fun, makes it appear Hike the 
en ſcales of fiſh, by which means they allure after 


them and take as many fiſhes, even of the lar 

fort as they have occaſion for, ſo that the Maſco- 

vites make ſcarce any other proviſion for theſe 

royages but a kind of biſcuits; for the multi- 

plicity of their faſt days accuſtom them fo 
* = much 
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ſet little value on fleſh. The Ambaſſador 
here cauſed a boat which had brought their 
roviſfions from Nie, and was now empty, to 
be ſet on fire for fear of its falling into, the 
hands of the Caſacls. + 
E 
Their Voyage down the Volga continued, A View 
of ſeveral extraordinary Mountains, and of the 
" » moſt remarkable Places; and the Events that 
happened till their Arrival at Aſtrachan; par- 
; #icularly their coming up with ſame Veſſels. in 
. *uhich qwuere a Tartarian Prince, a Perſian 
. Cuptzi, a Moſcovite Eavey, and a Tartarian 
. Ambaſſador © the Ceremonies that paſſed beteuen 
. them. A Deſcription of the I/land of Delgoi, 
the City of Aſtrachan, and the Country and In- 
, habitants of Nagaia; with the Civilities the 
. Ambaſſadors received at Aſtrachan. 


N the 21f they ſaw on the right hand the 
' ruins of two places in a delightful ſitua- 
tion, ſaid to have been deſtroyed by Tamerlan; 
and on the 22d paſſed with much difficulty over 
three great ſand-banks, near which may be 
ſeen, on the right hand Mount Arbeuchim, which 
received.its name from a large city, \the. ruins 
of which are ftill viſible. , Here they diſcover- 
ed, between two little hills, a ſtone 28 feet 
ſquare, with the following inſcription : 


«#4 %\ 


much to fiſh, that while they are on board they. | 
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bon raiſe me, thou ſhalt be rewarded. - 
They were told that fifty paſſengers being 
forced on ſhore there ſome years before, had 
the curioſity to lift up the ſtone, and found on 
the other fide nothing. but the following ſens. - 
tence 2 en Ain Wat! 
In vain deft thou look for what thou haſt not 
put-berts 11; 1 thn * ont J09 ov 
At a ſmall diſtance from the river is a ſpacious 
fertile country, rich in paſture grounds, but 
deſtitute of inhabitants, there being nothing to 
be ſeen but the ruins of cities and great towns 
deſtroyed by Tamerlane. e walls ot 
On the 24th they were driven twice on ſhore - 
by contrary winds; and the two following days 
found great difficulty in getting over the ſand- 
banks. This, with the bad diet, to which moſt 
of the people were unaccuſtomed, and the 
frowardneſs of one of the Ambaſſadors, ren- 
dered the hardſhips: they laboured under al- 
moſt in ſupportable. 7 n 
On the 25th they diſcovered to the right a 
mountain from whence the Mo/cowites obtain 
abundance of ſalt, which being prepared in 
huts built for that purpoſe, and dried in the 
ö ſan, is tranſported ftom thence to Meſcoau. At 
ſome diſtance they at length perceived Mount 
Diæuiſagora, or the Mai ds Mountain, which to- 
wards the river ſide is divided into many ſteep 
hills; and theſe being of various colours afford 
a very agreeable proſpect. Upon each of theſe 
hills is a row of pine- trees, growing with ſuch 
regularity, that, were they not inacceſſible, 
"WH they might be rather conſidered as planted 
P 3 there 
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there by art than by nature. At the foot of 
this mountain ariſes another, which extends 
eight leagues along the river: the valley be- 
tween tliem- produces a yaſt number of apple. | 
tress ſit for making cyder. | 
 - Having the fume evening received 2dviee by | 
lerters from Mo/cow and N, that four Ca | 
were got into their retinue in the quality of | 
mariners, they became alarmed, eſpecially on | 
their perceiving after ſun-ſet two great fires at | 
the entrance of a wood on the right hand; bur | 
{ 

| 

| 


having diſpatched five or ſix ueteers 2- 
— —— diſcovered — 
who had guarded a Perſſan caravan: andi the 
following night they were put into another 
fright by two fiſnermen, ws pa RES the 
=y N wm ſtopped 
they IN 12 1 — 
EE bra: acks, they ſem 
them” the next moming to the e Sa- 


"> They now paſſed: by Mount — which 
reaches x5 werſts along the river, as far as S. 
mara; it being one contived-rock, bare on the 
top; bur on che ſides Covered with trees. While 
they were detained here by contrary winds, 
two 1 red ſnakes, that came from the ſhore; 
got up by the cables into the ſhip; but they 
were no ſooner perceived by the Mo/coviter, 
than they begged they might not be killed, 
and that ſome 2 might be given them, al- 
ledging that they were ſent by St. Nicholas as 
1 amen 4 a fair . Rarly 
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Farly:on-the-28th they came near: the | city " 
of Samara, which lies * werſts from the left 
ſide of the river, and 350 from Caſan. It is 
almoſt ſquare; and all the buildings, except 
ſome churches and two or three monaſteries, 
ae of wood. Before night they arrived at the 
Mountain of the Cofeckss which obtained its 
name from the frequent robberies here com- 


. mitted: by them, this gry — aſſembling 


place, from whence —— ſhips 
came that way; — four or ſive hundred 
of them were killed by the garriſon of Samara, 
they have not infeſted. this mountain in ſuch 
numbers. 

On the 31ſt they met with! two. large: barges barges- 
— eek 400 mariners, each laden with 

iſions, particularly caviar, and afterwards 

ur more coming from ¶ frachan with ſalt and 

— who told them they had met with 200 

Cofſacks near that city, who had ſuſfered them 
to paſs by unmoleſted.- 

On the iſt of September they paſſed i its fight. 
of Caratef,. à city ſituated in a large plain upon 
branch of the Volga, and only inhabited by 
Meofeovrte ſoldiers, who keep garriſon here = 
bridle the Calmnc-Tartars, a — who inha- 
bit a vuſt tract of ground from hence to the 
Caſnian Sen and the river Jaila, and are ſo 
powerful as ſometimes to make open war with 
the Czar. The next day they paſſed. by the 
mountain of Achmats Kigeri, which affords 2. 
fine proſpect at a diſlance, from its top 
covered with verdure, the aſcent cheq 
wah mould of different colours, and * 

ir 
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ſxirted by a bank as even as if formed by art. 
They then paſſed by the Golden Mountain, ſo 
called from the Tartars having near it ſur- 
prized a fleet of Mo/covite. veſſels, ſaid to be 
io richly laden, that they divided the gold and 
ſilver by the buſnel. They were ſcarce out of 
ſight of this mountain, when they diſcovered 
another called the Chalk Mountain, which ex- 
tending 40 werſts along the river, ariſes by an 
eaſy . to the top; and at the foot near the 
river are many trees planted chequer-wiſe. 
They next came to the Mountain ꝙ Pillars, 
ſo called from rocks of ſeveral colours appear- 
ing above the reſt. Here meeting with a large 
barge,” they were told by the pilot that he had 
in ſight of 70 Cofacks, who had ſuffered 
the veſſel to paſs by, but had in the night ſtole 
the lighter, for which he had paid 500 crowns 
to have it again. The ſame evening the Am- 
baſſadors ſaw ten Caſſacis croſs the river, upon 
which Mr. Brugman, one of the Ambaſſadors, 
ordered eight muſqueteers to find them out, 
and bring them on board; but the Cof/acks hav- 
ing time to get into an adjacent wood,. and it 
being very late before the muſqueteers return- 
ed, His cauſed ſome diſpute between the Am- 
baſſador and the Steward of the Embaſly, the 
latter alledging that it was extremely danger- 
ous to expoſe the men in the dark, and in an 
unknown place, where they muſt infallibly 
riſh for want of timely relief: however, he 
ad no other anſwer than ill language. 
On the zd of September they came to the 
mountain of Kama/chinka, and a river of the 
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fame name, that ariſes out of the torrent. of 
Hhoba, which falls into the Don. The Cofacks, 
by croſſing this river in ſmall boats, make ex- 
curſions as far as the Volga, which renders tra- 
velling very dangerous. But they had no 
ſooner paſſed this place, than finding them- 
ſelves within fight of the caravan of Perſia and 
Tartary, they made all the haſte they could to 
get up with it, and ſaluted it with four pieces 
of cannon and a volley of ſmall arms, under 
the ſound of their trumpets, which was re- 
turned by the diſcharge of ſome muſquets. 
The chief perſons belonging to this caravan, 
were a Tartarian Prince, named Mzyufal, the 
Perfan Cuptzi, a Moſcovite Envoy ſent into 
Perfia, an Ambaſſador of Crim Tartary, and 
two or three Perfian merchants. They imme- 
diately after ſaw a Moſcovite officer, with 
ſome Strelitzers coming towards them in a boat, 
who having ſaluted them with a volley of ſmall 
arms, the officer alone came on board to com- 
pliment them in the name of the Tartarian 
Prince, and his example was ſoon after fol- 
lowed by the Perſian Cuptzi, upon which the 
Ambaſſadors ſent two gentlemen of their re- 
tinue with their Mo/courre interpreter, to the 
Prince, and. the Secretary of the embaſſy with 
the Perſian interpreter, to the Cuptzi, to re- 
turn the compliment. 'The Secretary happen- 
ing to go to the larboard fide of the ſhip, he -- 
was told by the Cuptzi's ſervants, that their 
maſter's wife being lodged on that ſide, they 
deſired him to come to the other, which being 
done accordingly, the Secretary and his at- 

| tendants 
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tendants were received by ſeveral well dreſſed 
ns, who lifted them up by the arms into 
the ſhip, and conducted them to the Cuptzi's 
chamber, where they found him fitting croſs 
legged after the Per/fran cuſtom upon à couch, 
covered with the beſt Perfian tapeſtry; and 
reſting his back againſt a crimſon cuſhion, he 
put His hands to his breaſt with a low inclina- 
tion of his head, the higheſt mark of reſpect 
uſed in Fauſia, and having intreated chem to fit 
down, which they could not do in that poſture 


without ſome trouble, he anfwered their com—-— 


pliment in à very obliging manner, telling them 
that how deſirous focyer he was of ſceing his 
own country and houſe, he had conceived a 
much greater ſatis faction at the ſight of their 
ſhip; adding, he hoped, that as ſoon as they 
entered 2 they would be ſenſible of the 
difference there was between the barbarity of 
the Aoſeovites, and the politeneſs of the Per- 
fans; and that after his return he would er- 
ploy all his intereſt to be made their Mehe- 
mander or conductor, that he might lay them 
under all the: obligations in his power. | 
Before they the ſhip, the Cuptzi treated 
them with a collation ſerved up in plate ver- 
million gilt, conſiſting of ſeveral ſorts of fruits 
and piſtachios dried and pickled. 3 


On the 4th of September ſeveral men whom 


the Tartarian Prince had ſent to excuſe his not 
coming to viſit the Ambaſſadors came on board. 


Theſe were Circaſſian Tartart, and he who ap- 


peared to be the Chief, was pretty tall, of an 


elive colour, with long greaſy black hair, 2 | 
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his deard of the ſame colour. Over his gar- 
ment he wore black ſheep-ſkin, with the wool- 
ley fide outwards, with a cap cloſe to his head, 
and had a very frightful countenance... The 
reſt had black or brown coarſe cloth coats. 
They were ſent back loaden with brandy. 

On -the 5th of September they came to the 
firſt branch, by which the Volga diſcharges it- 
ſelf into the Caſpian ſea, and the nextday came 
to Zariza, where they overtook the caravan 
which, had got before them, and taking the 
advantage' of a fair wind continued their 
courſe, - The city of Zarixa being 350 werſts 
diſtant from Saratoſ is ſituated at the bottom 
of a high hill on the right fide of the river, 
and is fortified with five baſtions and as many 
wooden towers. It has no other inhabitants 
but the garriſon, - which is kept here to bridle 
the Cefacks and Tartars, and to ſerve for con- 
voys up and down the river. All the country 
between Zarixa an Afrachan being barren, the 
laſt is ſupplied with wheat from Caſan in ſuch 
plenty, that it is bought cheaper than at Mo/- 
cow. At a ſmall diſtance below Zarize they 
paſſed by the iſland of Zerpinſte, where the 

Coſſacks had a little before ſurprized and ra- 
vithed the wives and daughters of the ſoldiers 
belonging to the garriſon of Zarixa, who keep 
their cattle there. This iſland is 12 werſts in 
length. | ; ES 

On the 7th of September the weather being 
very tempeſtuous they advanced but flowly, on 
which the Ambaſſador Brugmen took this op- 
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- portunity to ſummons all the ſervants of the 


ambaſſy before him, and to charge them with 
want of duty and reſpect, requiring the muſi- 
cians, guards, and footmen, to take an oath of 
fidelity to his perſon, to which they anſwered, 
that he had no reaſon to ſuſpect their fidelity, 
and that they were ready to ſacriſice their lives 
' In his ſervice; deſiring, however, that they 
might be treated with lefs rigour than he had 
hi aſed, which he promiſed ; this pro- 
miſe- was, however, but indifferently per- 
formed. | | : -] 
In the evening a fiſherman brought them a 
fiſh five feet in length, with a long and broad 
ſnout like the bill of a wild drake, the. body 
was full of white and black ſpots like the fkin 
of a tyger, except upon the belly, which was 
quite white. This fiſh had a more luſcious 
taſte than ſalmon. They alſo bought of him 
ſome white fiſh, which are about eight feet 
long and four broad, and are not unlike a 
ſturgeon, but have a wider mouth and whiter 
fleſh.” They: now came to a ſecond branchof 
the Vulga, from whence as far as Affrachan the 
country on both fides of the river abounds in 
liquorice, the ſtalks of which are of the thick- 
neſs of a man's arm, and near four feet high. 
On the ꝗth of September, a violent wind car- 
ried them within fight of the little city of 
Tæornogar, ſituated 200 werſts from Zarixo, 
which had been then only built about nine 
22 The former city of the ſame name 
ing ſituated on the ſhore about halt a league 
from thence, where it was inconvenient land- 
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ing, was] removed to the place where it now 
ſtands, on a high ſhore on the right fide of 


the river. Its fortifications confiſts of eight 
wooden towers, and a 1 formed of thick 


planks. It has a garriſon of four or 5 


Strelitzers, kept there to ſecure the adjacent 
country from the incurſions of the Ceſacts and 
Calnuc Tartars, on which account à watch- 


| houſe is erected at each of the four corners of 


the city upon high poles, from whence- they 
may; without the leaſt interruption, command 
the view of a ſpacious plain. Tenn | 
They afterwards paſſed by ſeveral other 
branches of the Volga, and on the 15th of Sep- 
tember made the iſland of Dolgoi, in which 4/- 
trachan is ſeated, and as this city lies in that 
part of the Volga which divides Europe from 
Afia; and they were now entering another 
part of the globe, they ſaluted it from the 
mid of the river, with a general diſcharge of 
their great guns and ſmall ſhot, to the great 
ſurprize of 2 inhabitants, who are not much 
accuſtomed to the thundering noiſe of cannon. 
The climate was here as hot as the weather is 
in Germany in the midſt of ſummer, eſpecially 
when the wind blew to the eaſtward from the Yo/- 
2a; but the ſea breezes which blew from the ſouth 
moderated the heats, as they afterwards found, 
in the hotteſt months. The winter laſts here no 
longer than two months, but is ſo exceeding 
cold, that the river is frozen, and fledges are 
uled upon it, | 2 
The iſle of Dolgai is ſandy and barren, and 
Produces nothing for the ſubſiſtance of human 
Vor. XIII 2 life, 
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life, except what is brought forth by the induſ. 
try of the inhabitants in their ens, and 
ſome well cultivated grounds. The continent 
on the right hand is no leſs barren ; but on the 
left towards the river Faika are very 2 8 
tures. The only ching produced by the d 
is ſalt for there are certain ſalt-pits, where the 
ſalt ſwims upon the ſurface of the water of the 
thickneſs of a finger, and is not unlike our rock 
cryſtal, and of this there are ſuch prodigiow 
quantities, that for the value of a halfpenny i 
| perſon may take up forty pounds weight. One 
_ being no ſooner taken off than another 
8. 
The river between Afrachan and the Caſpian 
Sea, which is twelve leagues in extent, ſoabound; 
in fiſh, that they bought twelve large carps for 
two pence, and 200 young ſturgeons for half: 
crown. There are here infinite numbers of 
lobſters, on account of their being never eaten 
by the Mo/cowites and Tartars. The great mul- 
titude of iſlands hereabouts alſo afford an in · 
credible number of wild fowl, eſpecially wild- 
geeſe and wild-ducks, which the Tartars take 
with hawks and falcons, in the breedingof which 
they are very expert. They are alſo fond of 
hunting the wild boar, the fleſh of which they 
ſell to the Maſcowites, their religion not permit- 
ting them to eat it, * 
That part of Tartary which is incloſed be- Pr 
tween the rivers Volga and Jaila, as far as the 
Caſpian Sea is called Nagata, and of this coun- 
try Zfrachan is the capital. The fruits it pro- 
duces are not inferior either in flavour gens 
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0 thoſe of Pena, eſpecially their nuts, apples, 

quinces, peaches and melens, of which laſt, 

there is an admirable ſort ſaid to have been firſt 

brought from the Indies, which is of a delici- 

aus teſte; the rind is of a lively green, the 

pulp of a pale carnation, and the ſeed black: 

two or three of theſe are ſold for an halfpenny. 

Grapes weae but lately introduced, by the means 

of ſome Penſian merchants, who brought the 

firſt ſtalks to Efrachan which were planted. 

by an old Monk in a garden belonging to the 

convent in the faburks, and the Czar hav- 
ing taſted ſome of theſe grapes, ordered him in 

1613, to increaſe his Rock with all poſſible di- 

ligence, which he did ſo effectually, that at this 

time chere was ſcarce a houſe in the town with- 

out its vineyards, which turn to ſuch ad- 

vantage to the owners, that the maſter of the 

houſe where the Ambaſſadors lodged, aſſured 
them, that the preceeding year, the vines 
about his houſe had yielded him no leſs than 

loo crowns, and that ſome years before they 

planted a vineyard which produced no leſs than 

60 pipes of excellent wine in one year. 

| » be city of Afrachan is ſurrounded with a 
fone wall, and ſtrengthned by other fortifica- 

tions. - The whole compaſs of the city is 8000 

geometrical feet, and the fide which looks to 
the river, is 2216 feet broad, affording a fine 
proſpect from its many turrets and ſteeples built 
of ſtone, which make a handſome appearance, 
at a diſtance. The houſes, however, are ge- 
nerally of wood, and but indifferently built. 
To keep the neighbouring Tartars in awe, the 
1143 Q.2 above 
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above fortifications are ſaid to contain $00 large 
braſs guns, beſides many mortars, and it has a 
garriſon of Strelitzers conſiſting of nine regi- 
ments of 500 men each. | 
As this city is in a manner the common fron- 
tier between two conſiderable parts of the earth, 
not only the Crim, Precopenſe, Calmuc and Na- 
gaian Tartars, but alſo the Perſians, Armenians, 
and even the Indians themſelves carry on a con- 
ſiderable trade there, which make the cuſtoms 
of the place, though very low, amount to 25000 
Crowns per annum. 10 4 fo 
The natives of Nagaia are neither allowed 
to dwell within the city nor to build any other; 
but are forced to be ſatisfied with living in an 
incloſure formed with paliſadoes without the 
city walls, or to live in fragliog huts about the 
fields. Their huts which are made of bulruſhes 
or canes, are round, and about twelve feet in 
diameter, and in the middle of the top, have 
a hole which anſwers the purpoſe of a chimney, 
through which paſſes a ſtick with. a piece of 
courſe cloth at the end to facilitate the going 
out of the ſmoke, and this ſtick they draw in 
as ſoon / as the turf or cow-dung, which are their 
ordinary fuel, is reduced to a live coal. — 
the cold ſeaſon, they cover theſe huts with courſe 
cloth, and ſpend their time within doors with 
their wives and children, ſcarce ever ſtirring 
abroad. In the ſummer ſeaſon they move from 
place to place, and ſettle where they meet with 


the beſt paſture for feeding of their cattle, which- 


failing in one place, they put their wives and 


children with their huts and utenſils upon 
9900, | F | carts; ; 
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carts, camels, oxen and horſes, and then go to 
another. However, at the approach of winter 
they all retire about A frachan, where they lodge 
in troops at ſuch à diſtance from each other, as 
to be in a condition to join their aſſiſtance againſt 
the Calmuc' T artars,' and the Tartars near the 
river Jaita, ſor which reaſon. the Moſcovites - 
furniſh them with arms in the winter, which 
they are obliged ta return as ſoon as the rivers 
and roads are unthawed ; for they are not al- 
lowed to have any arms, either offenſive or de- 
fenſive, in the ſummer. | Theſe, as well as the 
Dagbeſtan Tartars, are free from all taxes; but 
are obliged to ſerve. the Czar in his wars. 
They have Princes, Commanders. and Judges 
of their own ; but to ſecure their allegiance 
to the Czar, ſome of the Princes are left as 
hoſtages in the caſtle of 4frachar. 

The Nagaian, as well as the Crim Tartars, 
are generall low of ature, inclining to fat, of 
an olive complexion, with —__ faces and little 
eyes. The men have alſo but ſmall beards, 

and are ſeldom without wrinkles ;' they ſhave. 
their heads, and wear a ent which 1s a 
kind of caſſock, of a — grey cloth, over 

which the Nagaians commonly wear a kind of 
mantle made of black ſheep-ſkins, with the 
woolly fide. outwards, and a cap of the ſame 
ſtuff, Their women, who are not diſagreeable, 

are commonly. clothed in white linnen, -wear- 

ing on their heads a fort of cap, round which 

bang many copees or Maſcovile pence.” It is 

cultomary with them to devote their children 

to God, or to ſome Imam or Saint. Their 
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irls they diſtinguiſh from others by a 
with with a ruby, —— 
noſtrils. The boys wear a ring in their Tight 

care 

They are for the moſt part 
the Turk ſet ; but — — the Moſco- 


vu religion. They live upon their cattle; 
and what they — by hunting and — 


Their cattle are very large, and their 
like thoſe of Perfia, have great fat tails, whi 


weigh. 20-0r 30 pounds, they are flat noſed, 


and have hanging ears like our ſpaniels; their 
horſes are but and 111 ſhaped, though 


they are ſtrong and hardy. They have ſome 


camels, and thoſe have generally two bunches 
on their backs. They uſe fiſt dried in the ſun 
inſtead of bread, and ſometimes make cake of 
meal, rice, and millet, which they 
or honey. They eat camels or 
and their drink is water n ut - mare's 
milk is moſt eſteemed. 
They had no — before the 
the city, than the Perfian Cuptzi ſent chem 
a. preſent of fruit, in return for which the 
Ambaſſadors made him a preſent of ſeveral 


ſorts of diſtilled waters, and ſome. ſweetmeats, 


The next day ſeveral of the Perfian 'merchanits 
came on board, and as it is not uſual for any 


in their country to come empty handed before 


ons of diſtinction, every one of them 
rought a preſent of fruit, and our German tra- 


| — being greatly pleaſed with their frank 


and civil behaviour, aſter their being fo long 


a of 
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made them fo welcome that ſome of them fell 
drunk upon the deck, and one of them was 
forced to ſtay on broad all niit. 

On the 17th the Perſan Cuptzi ſent on board 

2 preſent of very fine rice, and a veſſel filled 
with garlick preferved after the Per/ian man- 
ner. Some of his domeſtics who brought the 
reſent and were mariners, were ſurprized at 
the bigneſs of the hip, and they all agreed, that 
it would not be fit for the Caſpian Sea, unleſs 
the maſts were taken down. The Ambaſſadors 
did not wonder at their being of this opinion, 
as the Perfian ſhips are made hke our European 
bathing tubs, and ſcarce take two or three feet 
water, for which reaſon they ſeldom venture 
farther than a good piſtol: ſhot into the Caſpran 
Sea. The Perfians being gone, the Ambaſſa- 
dors ſent a large drinking cup, vermillion gilt, 
to the chief Governor, deſiring his advice in 
relation to their intended voyage, and it was 
ſoon after reſolved to continue ir by ſea. | 
On the 19th of September they ſent the ſnal- 
lop to fetch the Tar/arian Prince who brought 
another Tartar Prince along with him, and a 
retinue of 40 perſons. He was of about 28 
years of age, and had an agreeable counte- 
nance; he was of a merry diſpoſition, - and was 
richly dreſſed after the My/covite faſhion. He 
was received with the ſound of trumpets, and 
a diſeharge of three great guns, and having 
ſtaid about two hours in the Ambaſſadors ca- 
bin, and taken a view of the ſhip, was con- 
ducted back in the fame manner, after his re- 
fuling to taſte the collation prepared for _ 
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dots invitation promiſed to pay them a viſit on 
after in company with a rich Perſian merchant, 


manner-as the Tartar Prince, and treated with 
a very fine collation and muſic, after which they 


tunes. 


bacon, 12 large fiſhes dried in the ſmoke, a 
barrel of caviar, a ton of beer and another of 


Horſes. to viſit the Tartar Prince, the Gover- 


for them on roms without the city, they 
walked to the 
ceived them in the court, and conducted them 


found Alaris, a Moſcovite Envoy, and an Am- 
baſſador from the Crim Tartars. A ſine col- 


they had great plenty of wine, beer, mead 


and of the Duke of Halſfein were drank, the 
Prince preſented the cup ſtanding, even to the 
Pages. In the mean time Alexis, the Maſco- 
te Envoy. entertained the Ambaſſadors with 


The Perſian Cuptzi having at the Ambaſſa- 
board their veſſel, came accordingly, two days 


and a Priſtaff. He was received in the ſame 


made their hautboys and timbrels play ſeveral 
On the 22d in the morning the Governor 
ſent the Ambaſſadors a preſent of 20 flitches of 
mead; and the Ambaſladors the ſame day de- 
firing leave to come on ſhore, and to have ſome. 
nor ſent them very - obligingly to the river 
fide the next day, from 'whence the Ambaſſa- 
dors being conducted to an apartment prepared 


rince's lodgings, where he re- 


into an apartment richly hung, where they 


lation of fruit was prepared for them, and 


and brandy, the Governors trumpets ſounding 
all the while. When the health of the Czar 
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of this: Tartarian Prince, obſerving that his 
fiſter was to be married to the King of Pena. 
A few days after the Cuptzi invited the Am- 
baſſadors to an entertainment. They were 
conducted with their attendants to a houſe 
he had borrowed of the Governor, oppoſite to 
which he had hired another, where a ſcaffold 1 
was erected covered with tapeſtry, on which 
his hautboys and timbrels played from the time 
of the Ambaſiadors coming till their depar- 
ture. 'The Cuptzi met them in the court, 
from whence he conducted them through two 
rooms hung with rich Turkiſh and Perſian ta- 
peſtry, and into a third hung with gold and 
filver brocade. - In all the rooms the tables and 
ſeats were, for the convenience of the Ambaſſa- - 
dors, placed after the ZEurepean manner. The 
tables were covered with fatin or taffety, and 
| loaden with a variety of fruits and preſerves, as 
grapes, - peaches, -apricots, melons, almonds, 
piſtacios, and ſeveral Indian fruits preſerved 
with _— and honey. Soon after the Perſian 
and Polifp Ambaſſadors who were travelling to 
the court of Maſcouy came in, having over their 
own habits, rich robes preſented them by the 
King of Perſia, and each a gold croſs hanging 
upon the breaſt ; as they were well verſed in 
the Latin, Spaniſh, Italian and French lan- 
ages, their company was extremely agreea- 
The entertainment, according to the cuſ- 
tom of Perſia, began with fruits and preſerves, 
in two hours time the meat was brought up in | 
large filver [diſhes filled with-rice of ſeveral co- _ 
lours, and upon that various ſorts of meat | 
boiled 


boiled and roaſted, as beef, mutton, tame 
fowl, wild ducks, fiſh, Oe. which Were very 
well dreſſed. _ enn 
As the Penſſaus make no uſe of knives at 
table, their cooks always cut their meat 
ready for wage. ba {mall pieces. Each table 
has a carver who takes meat out 'of the 

eat diſhes in which it is brought up, and fills 
— leſſer ones with three or four ſorts of meat. 
So that each diſh' might ſerve two or three 
zeople. The drink was beer, mead, and 
— 4 of which little was drank till the lat- 
ter end of the feaſt, when the cups began to 
go merrily round; and the whole was conclud- 
ed with a large potcelain veſſel filled with a 
hot blackiſh liquor called Kahawa. In ſhort 
. they were entertained with as much civility as 
if they had been in any part of Europe. f 
On the 27th the Ambaſſadors, with ſome ef 
their retinue, took a walk round the city, to- 
wards the quarters of the Tartars, in order to 
view their habitations. They obſerved by the 
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every hut had its hawk or falcon. 

. On the 3oth of September the Governor of 
the city ſent the A ors a preſent of gin- 
gerbread, and the juice of berries made 
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Moſcowovites in their ſauces. The next day 
the Secretary of the embaſſy, with two other 
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way that the people did not thraſh their corn; 
but tread it out by oxen and horſes ; and that 


into a paſte, or rolls. It was of a ſharp and- 
pleaſant taſte, and 1s — uſed by the 


gentlemen, were ordered to attend the Gover- 


48 


382 


FFS S8 SAF 


| through Moscovy ir Perera. 179 
nor on buſineſs. He gave them a favourable 
reception, and made them fit down by him ; 
but before he would give them an anſwer, 
complained of — ill _ of the Ambaſſa- 
dor Brugman, who uſed reviling 
— to the Priſtaff, without the — 


to his quality in being the ſervant of the 
Czar, to whom he ought to have complained, 
or to thoſe who repreſented his perſon -at 
Affrachan. But added very — ly, that 
though it was his duty to make theſe remon- 
ſtrances, he would not impute it to the whole 
retinue; but would give them their diſpatches, 
which he agcordingly did, 
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FC 
ron ee eee 
T hey continue their Viyage into tbe Caſpian Sea, 
aud arrive at the City Terki, where vera! 

"of the Officers are kindly ontertained by the Mother 
_ of Mulilal the Tartarian Prince, - with ome 
Account of her Manner of | living. ' From thence 

continuing their Voyage, they meet with a widlewt 
Storm, and are in the utmoſt. danger of ſinking, 
ohen the Judge Niaſabath ends aue Boats 
to their Relief, in ch the Ambaſſadors and 

part of their Retinge eſcape. to land; but the 


Storm increaſing, thoſe on beard are obliged to run 
the Ship on Shore. 


AVING taken in a ſupply of biſcuit, 
beer, 20 fat oxen, and 5 barrels of 
ſale-fiſh, they hired ſome Tartars, who pro- 
miſed to go before them in boats, to conduct 
them over the ſhoaſs at the mouth of the Volga: 
they left Afrachan on the loth of Oober, but 
were ſoon after driven to the ſhore, where they 
were viſited by a Prince of Tartary, who had 
a gracefn] perſon, and preſented them with a 
ſheep,” and a barrel of milk. They obſerved 
that the earth hereabouts produced ſimples of 
an extraordinary ſize. "2 
On tie 13th, they were forced to come to 
an anchor near a little round mountain, fifteen 
werſts from 4/frachan, and from the great num- 
ber of ſnakes they ſaw there, they called it the 
Snaky mountain, It was covered with caper- 
Hees, 
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trees, and the herb Semper Yivam, or Houſe- 
leek of ſeveral kinds: the adjacent plain afford- 
ed the moſt delightful proſpect in the world. 
They afterwards paſſed by many iſlands covered 
with buſhes, canes and oziers; they ſaw a 
great many dog-fiſh, and a kind of cormorants, 
Jarger than ſwans, with their bills above a foot 
and a half long, two fingers broad, and forked - 
at the end. Under their bills they have a bag 
of ſkin which they can contract or extend to 
ſuch a bigneſs, that it will contain three gal- 
lons of liquor, and this they uſe as a reſervatory 
for the fiſh they take, till they can ſwallow 
them. The Ambaſlador Crufius afterwards ſhot 
one of them upon the Caſpian ſea, which was 
two ells and an half between the extremities 
of the wings, and ſeven feet from the head to 
the feet. | 9 9 . 
On the Ipth, they reached the mouth of the 
Volga, which is full of ſmall iſlands, that 
abound with canes and reeds. The paſſages 
between theſe iſlands being ſhallow water, they 
were reduced to great danger, and were ſeven 
days in advancing four | leagues. At length 
finding the Mo/cewrte pilot very ignorant, and 
the maps of the Caſpian ſea rn, wer brought 
along with them -intirely falſe, they addreſſed 
the Colonel of.-the Strelitzers, deſiring him to 
furniſh them with an able pilot. He came on 
board, and being. well treated, promiſed to 
ſend ſuch a pilot as they might conſide in; 
but no ſooner returned to his own ſhip than he 
ſer fail, without, fulfilling his promiſe. They 


therefore applied to the maſter of the Per 
| Vor- XIII. | R Yong 
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ſhip, who. notwithſtanding his bemg owner of 
all the goods in the veſſel, freely came on 
board, and ſteered them into ten feet water. 
On the zoth of Ocfober they, as ſoon as it 
was light, diſcovered the country of Circaffn, 
which extending from the fouth-weſt to the 
north-eaſt formed a ſpacious bay, reſembling a 
creſcent ; and on the firſt of November they 
caſt anchor before the city of Teri. The 
Cofſacks, it ſeems; had deſigned to attnek them 
the night before; but miſſing them in the dark, 
happened to light upon the ſmall fleet which 
carried che Tartariun Prince and the Strelitzers, 
who defended themſelves with their flre-arms, 
when the Caſacls finding themſelves miſtaken, 
retired, letting them know that their bufinef 
was with che Gern. A rumour of this at- 
tempt having been ſpread early in the mern- 
ing throughout the city of Terk; the noiſe of 
the Ambaſſador's great guns incheddhd their 
fear, and occaſicined a general alarm, which 
was, however, ſoon appeaſed, when the Prince 
and his fleet ſoon. after ame into the road, and 
after à ſalute with their fire arms, invited the 
Ambaſladors to konour him with a viſit at his 
eee wall ttt nary, cn e conn 1 
Teri, the capital city of the Circaſſun Tar 
tarts, is ſeated about half a league from the 
fea-ſhors, upon the ſmall. fiver "Tenſei, 2 
branch of the great river Bae, | It” Rtands in 
a ſpacious plain, and is 60 leaguds diſtant from 
Aftrachan by fra, and 70 by nd. Avitis the laſt 
rrojitier place belonging to the Czar; it has 3 
garriſan f '20;000 men; goo of Whem were 
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- appointed for the guard of the Tartarian Prince. 
The city is two thouſand feet in length, and 
eight hundred in breadth. All the buildings, 
even the towers and. ramparts, are of wood, 
though the late Great Duke has caufed ſom 2: 
fortifications.to be erected of earth after the 
modern way, which are well provided with 
cannon. The natives are only allowed to live 
in unfortified places and villages : though the 
adminiſtration of the government, and particu- 
larly of the Courts of Juſtice; is inveſted in 
the Tartarian Lords, who being bound by an 
oath to the Czar, tranſact every thing of mo- 
ment in the preſence of the Waywode of th 
lace. 25 
b The next day the Cuptzi and the Perſian 
Merchants ſent the Ambaſſadors a preſent of 
moſt excellent fruit, and at the ſame time let 
them know, that if they choſe to travel by 
land, they might take the conveniency of a 
large convoy of 200 camels, and a great num- 
ber of mules, that were conducting a Maſcodiie 
Ambaſſador to the frontiers of Dagbeſtan; and 
| to convince them of the fincerity of their in- 
| tentions, offertd - to bear them company in 
this journey. This ſal being approved 
by ho nn had os Zooey ob- 
tamed Jeavefrom the Governor, than they diſ- 
patched their Pran interpreter to the frontiers 
of Dagheſtan, fix leagues from Terk; but upon 
his arrival, he found the camels and mules al- 
ready returned into Por/a, the Governor having 
found means to delay his going till he had 
notice that it would be ineffectual. 2 
C264 R 2 On 
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On the 5th of Nowember Mr. Mand:/lo, the 
Chaplain, and Mr. Olearius, the Secretary of 
the Embaſſy, accompanied by the Tartariar 
and Per/ian interpreters, were ſent to the Go. 
vernor with a preſent of a large vermillion gilt 
cup, and to each of his Secretaries a preſent of 
a rich ruby; they were alſo ordered to com- 

liment the Mother of the Tartar Prince upon 
buy ſon's happy return. The Governor enter- 
tained them with great civility and magnificence, 
and My/a/ the Tartarian Prince, received them 
in perſon at the entrance of his court, with all 
imaginable demonſtrations of friendſhip, He 
| 2 them into a large and Iofty hall, the 
walls of which were of earth, but ſo contrived, 
that at equal diſtances they might ſee a number 
of niches vaulted, and adorned either with rich 
beds, with filk or cotton counterpanes, or filled 


with gold and ſilk, and large cheſts, covered 
with the ſame rich ſtuffs. | Under the cieling 
hung two rows of wooden and earthen diſhes, 
and on the pillars which ſupported: the edifice 
were hung ſcymeters, quivers and arrows of 
the beſt kind. The Prince's Mother ſat in a 
chair. She was about 45 years of age, tall, 
majeſtic, and of a good countenance. She was 
wrapt up in a black night-gown lined with 
ſables; behind on her neck hung an ox's blad- 
der full blown, wound about with a rich ſcarf, 

embroidered with gold and filk, and about her 
neck ſhe had another ſcarf, both ends of which 


* The Author, 
hung 


with pieces of Penſian tapeſtry, coverlets wrought - 
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hung down upon her ſhoulders. A woman 
who attended her, had: alſo: an ox's bladder, 
which they afterwards underſtood to be the 
badge of widowhood. On her right hand 
ſtood her three ſons, the two youngeſt of whom 
could not be diſtinguiſhed by their dreſs from 
the moſt inconſiderable perſon of the country. 
Behind theſe youths. were ſeveral ſervants, 
whoſe faces being torn with their nails, ſtill 
bore the marks of mourning for the death of 
her eldeſt ſon, who had been lately executed 
at Maſcoau; and on her left hand itood ſeveral 
aged Tartars, who were Officers of the court. 
After the Princes had returned the compli- 
ment, made by the Ambaſſadors, a collation 
of fruit was brought in upon a little table. The 
gentlemen urged the Princes to fit down with 
them; but they excuſed themſelves, by alledg- 
ing the cuſtom of the country, which did not 
allow of their fitting in the preſence of their 
mother. After the collation, the Princeſs, and 
the reſt of thoſe who were preſent, took par- 
ticular notice of the gent emen's cloaths; and 
then the Princeſs herſelf, and each of the three 
Princes, preſented them a large cup of a ſpiri- 
tuous liquor extracted out of millet, and as 
ſtrong as brandy; the Princes alſo did the ſame 
to the ſervants. Mean while they ſuddenly 
law a door open behind the Princeſs, at the 
entrance. of which appeared ' ſeveral women, 
and among the reſt the Princeſs's daughter, 
who was betrothed to the Sophi of Pera. She 
was about ſixteen years of age, very handſome, 
and of a clear complexion, to which the black- 
neſs 
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meſs of her hair added no ſmall luſtre, Theſe 
ladies were fo curious to ſce the cloaths of theſe 
German gentlemen,that they puſhed one another 
backwards from the door, which at the firlt 
wink from the Princeſs was ſhut ; but they 
ſoon opened it again to take a full view of them, 
and calling one of the ſervants, ſeemed much 
delighted with his dreſs, and even made him 
draw his ſword, in order to view the blade; 
but a Perfan Eunuch who had been ſent to 
carry the young Princeſs into Perſia happening 
to come, the door was immediately ſhut, and 
mme gentlemen took their leave of the Princeſs, 
and her ſons, in order to take a view of the 
city. The houſes there are low and mean, 
being made of boughs of trees, plaſtered over 
with earth or clay. The men are generally 
-_ limbed, of a tawny complexion ; but 
not ſo broad faced as the VNagæian T artars, Their 
hair is black and long; but they ſhave from 
che forehead to the neck about the breadth of 
an inch, leaving juſt at the crown a lock which 
falls down behind. Their cloaths are like thoſe 
of the other Tartars, who inhabit theſe parts, 
only their cloaks, which are either of ſheep- 
kin, or very coarſe cloth, are fomewhat larger: 
they are faſtened at the neck with a ſtring, and 
as they are too ſcanty to cover the whole body, 
they turn them fo as to ſhield them from the 
. wind and rain. The women: are handſome 
and well ſhaped, having a clear complexion, 
and an agreeable bloom in their cheeks. The) 
never cover their faces, and their black hair 
hangs down in two treſſes on both fides; They 
. | ; wer 
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wear black caps upon their heads, which they 
cover with à fine piece of cattico or linnen 
cloth tied under the chin. All the women 
they met were cloathed only in a kind of 


ſmocks or fracks, which were green, yellow, 


or blue, and the boſom cut ſo deep before, that 


theſe gentlemen could eafily ſee below the na- 
vel. They appeared very familiar, topped 


the gentlemen to examine their drefs, and 
though ſome of the retinue under the pretence 
of handling their necklaces, which were of am- 
ber, er or tin, ſlipped their hands into 
their boſoms, they did not ſeem in the leaſt 
offended. . They have notwithftanding the re- 
putation of being very. virtuous, and one of 
the officers belonging to the retinue, after- 
wards becoming familiarly acquainted with one 
of the women who was very handſome, matle 
trial of her chaſtity ; but found it impregna- 


As to the religion of theſe people though 
they uſe ſome Mahometan ceremonies, and in 
particular circumeiſion, they have neither the 
Koran, Prieſts, nor Moſques, and may pro- 
perly be termed Pagans. „ af 

Having received advice that the convoy 'of 
camels and mules were returned into Penta, 
the Ambaſſadors reſolved to continue their 
voyage by ſea, upon which the Tartarian Prin- 


ceſs ſent them a preſent of two ſheep, fifty pul- 


lets, and ſeveral other proviſions; they had 


- alſo a preſent of beer, mead, and a ſheep ſent 


them by the High Chancellor of Meſcovy. In 
the afternoon of the fame day, Prince M 
| came 
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came on board to bid them farewell, bring- 
Ing along with him Tartarian Myrze, a 
brother to the Prince of Taria in Dagheftes. 
His habit, which was like that of the reſt of 
the Tartars, was only a coarſe cloth cloak over 
his old cloaths; his countenance ſuffici 

. diſcovered his natural fierceneſs, and his be- 
haviour was in all reſpects anſwerable to it, 
He refuſed to ariſe like the reſt of the company, 
when the Czar's health was drank, and being 
admoniſhed by Prince Maſſal to confider what 
country he was in, anſwered that he knew not 
whether he had not as much right to it as the 
Grand Duke, reproaching Hal, that with 
all his fine cloaths, he was no more than 2 
-flave, while he in his rags was a Sovereign 
Prince, and acknowledged no ſuperior but 
God, and then abſolutely refuſing to drink 
the Czar's health went away. His ſervants 
however, found means to take a ſilver ſpoon 
and a knife with them. 

In the men while the Governor ſent the 
Ambaſſadors a preſent of 100 pieces of hung 
beef, four tons of beer, one of mead, 2 
caſk of wine, and another of vinegar with 
ſome cakes of gingerbread, and ſome common 
bread. | | A 72 

On the 1oth of Nowember they ſet fail, di- 
recting their courſe towards Derbent, and about 
noon, diſcovering a bark which hovered about 
at a diſtance, the Ambaſſador Bragman ordered 
a great gun to be fired, which' made her bring 
to. She proved a veſſel laden with fruit, the 
maſter of which happened to be brother to the 
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Perfian Pilot, and finding him among a ſtrange 
os people, broke out in dreadful lamen- 
tations- thinking him and his brother paſt all 
redemption, nor could he be perſuaded of the 
contrary,” till his brother gave him a circum- 


ſtantial account of the reaſons of theſe ſtran- 


gers being there, when he took the courage 
to come into the ſhip with a preſent of apples, 

„ quinces and nuts, and fold a conſidera- 
— of very large apples at the rate of 


four pence a hundred. 


They ſoon after came to an iſland called by 
the Perfians Tzenzeni. It is three leagues in 
length, and is extremely barren and fandy. 
Here they caſt anchor, and ſtaid twenty-four 
hours;: but continuing their. voyage, on the 
eleventh-met with a violent tempeſt, when fur- 
ling their fails, the ſhip drove before the wind. 
They had two boats, befides the ſhallop, which 


were ſoon ſwallowed up by the waves, and the 


ſhallop followed not long after. The ſhip, 
which was only of fir, receiving many ſhocks 
on the ſand banks, opened on all fides, and 
they were forced to be without intermiſſion at 
the pump.” While they were in this diſtreſs, 
they diſcovered the mountain of Derbent about 
ten — off, and the violence of the tempeſt 
being ſome what abated, they hoiſted their ſails 
in order to run the ſhip aground ; but the wind 
blowing from the north-weſt, they were forced 
beyond the city of Derbent, where no harbour 
was to be found, the rocks extending ſix leagues 
into the fea. They however, in the afternoon 
of the 33th came to an anchor before the =_ 

ge 
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lage of Nia/abeth, and the next morning, when 
the tempeſt was ſomewhat abated, they, after 
fring — — and imall guns, as fignalz of 
Aiſtreſs, wi t receiving any hopes of relief, 
began to make up a kind of flat bottamed, boat, 
of deal boards ; but at this inſtant to boat, 
were ſeaſunably ſent by the Magiftrate of the 
village to their aſſiſtance. They brought : 

preſent of apples, and the perſons having con. 
plimented the Ambaſſadors in the name of the 

magiſtrate, exhorted them to convey their 10 
valuable effects into the boats, and to go along 
wich them, before the tempeſt aroſe again, 2 
. they feared it would. 

The Ambafiadars took their advice, and 
went in the boats with part of their retinue, 
and ſome of the ſoldlers and. officers, leaving 

their Steward, the Secretary of the embaſj, 
and other of their on officers in the. ſhip, in- 
- tending to ſend the boats back to fetch them, 
after themſelves were landed. The Ma. 
giſtrate waited on horſeback at the ſea fide for 
their coming; but ſcarce had the Ambaſſador; 

ſet foot on the Pear ſhore, when the tempel 

_ Increaſed with ſuch violence, that. it was abſc- 
lutely impoſſible to fend back the boats, © 
that the unhappy perſons on board found then: 

- ſelves in the utmoſt danger of being wrecked 
They had the misfortune to find that the) 
dragged their anchor, and that they were for- 
ed a quarter of a league from the place where 
the Ambaſſadors left the ſhip, upon wid 
they caſt out two other anchors, but both the! 
and the rudder were loſt by eleven at nigh 
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All the hopes they had left were now in their 
biggeſt anchor, which ſtill held; but the ſhip 
drawing water on all ſides, and the pump be- 
ing become uſeleſs, the ſeamen, who were tired 
out with labour and watching, earneſtly in- 
treated the Secretary to conſent to their cutting 
the rope, which he for ſome time refuſed; 
but ſoon after the main and mizen maſts being 
carried over board, he conſented, and the ſhip 
was run aground near the place where the Am- 
baſſadors and the reſt of their friends impati- 
ently expected them. 


The End of the Thirteenth Volume. 


